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MO PAU

1. Ly do chon dé tai

Trong cudc khang chién chdng MY, clru nude (1954 - 1975), dau
tranh chinh tri (BTCT) ¢ vai tro hét sirc quan trong, cung vdi dau
tranh quan sy va dau tranh ngoai giao dé di den thang loi quyét
dinh. Pay 1a mot van dé 16n cta cach mang mién Nam trong thoi ki
1954 - 1975, da dugc cac tac gia trong nudc va qudc té quan tim
nghién ctiru va dat dugc mot s6 thanh qua dang ghi nhan.

Quaéng Tri trong khang chién chdng My nam & dia dau gidi tuyén
ctia Viét Nam cong hoa (VNCH), sat v6i mién Bic x4 hoi chu nghia,
Ia chién truong dic biét quan trong, mot trong nhing noi dung dau
quyét liét gitra luc lwong cach mang va luc lwong phan cach mang,
mot trong nhitng chién truong khéc liét nhat, noi chimg kién ndi dau
chia cat cua dat nudc rong ra hon 20 nim. Ddi voi My va chinh quyén
VNCH, mién Nam Viét Nam (MNVN) 14 tién don ngan chan chi nghia
cong san lan xuéng khu vic Pong Nam A. Vi véy, tai Quang Tri, My va
chinh quyén VNCH da thiét 1ap mot hé théng chinh tri - quan sy manh
dé chan dang sy chi vién cua mién Béc cho mién Nam, khi can thiét s&
“lap séng Bén Hai” tién cong ra mién Bic.

Vuot qua nhimng hiém nguy, gian khd, dudi sy lanh dao cua Dang
céc cdp, quan va dan Quang Tri da chlen dau anh diing, kién cuong,
trong 46 PTCT dién ra rat s0i nbi, quyet liét, gop phin xtimg dang vao
cong cudc giai phong mién Nam, thong nhat dat nudce. Chinh vi vay,
viéc di sau nghién ciru, tim hiéu day da vé PTCT ¢ Quang Tri s& lam
rd thém nhitng nhan té lam nén thiang lgi ctia cudc khang chién chdng
My, ctru nude (1954 - 1975). Nghién ciru PTCT ¢ Quang Tri trong
cudc khang chién chéng My, ctru nude (1954 - 1975) ¢ y nghia khoa
hoc va ¥ nghia thyc tién sau sic.

Vé y nghia khoa hoc, nghién cira PTCT & Quéang Tri trong cudc khang
chién chdng My, ciru nuée (1954 - 1975) gitp ching ta nam rd chinh sach
thdng tri cia My va chinh quyén VNCH ¢ Quang Tri; chu truong, chinh
sach DTCT ctia Pang cac cip; muc tiéu, hinh thirc, bién phap dau tranh,
quy md, luc lwong, ndi dung, két qua, tic dong ctia phong trao DPTCT &
Quang Tri, gop phan 1am 16 phuong cham dau tranh “hai chdn, ba mii”,
“ba miii gidp cong”, “ba ving chién lugc”; tong két, danh gia nhiing
dong gbp clia quan dan Quang Tri dbi voi phong trao cach mang trén toan



mién Nam; ddy ciing 13 cong trinh diu tién nghién ctu c6 hé théng vé
DTCT & Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng M¥, clru nuéc.

Vé ¥ nghia thuc tién, ndi dung luan an cung cdp thém tu liéu,
g6p phan nghién ctru lich st khang chién chong My, ciru nudc
(1954 - 1975), trude hét 1a lich sir khang chién chong My & Quéng
Tri. Dong thoi, ndi dung luén an con gitp gido vién giang day lich su
cac cap ¢ Quang Tri van dung vao cac tiét giang day lich st dia phuong
nham bdi dudng long yéu nudc, 1ong tu hao vé qué huong cho thé hé tré
tinh Quang Tri hién nay va mai sau.

Tur nhitng y nghia trén, ching t6i chon van dé “PTCT ¢ Qudng
Tri trong cudc khdng chién chéng My, ciru nuée (1954 - 1975)” lam
dé tai luan an Tién sT chuyén nganh Lich st Viét Nam.

2. Poi twgng va pham vi nghién ciru
2.1. Doi twgng nghién ciru

Déi twong nghién ctru cia luan 4n 13 DTCT cia nhan dan Quéng
Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ctiru nudce (1954 - 1975), trong
do, tap trung nghién ctru nhimg nhan t6 tac dong, nguyén nhan, dién
bién, muc tiéu, luc luong, hinh thirc, bién phap, két qua cac phong trao
tiéu biéu cling nhu tinh chét, dic diém, vai tro, y nghia lich sir ctua
DTCT trén dia ban tinh Quang Tri tir nim 1954 dén nam 1975.

2.2. Pham vi nghién ciru

Vé khéong gian, ludn an tap trung nghién ctru DTCT trén dia ban
tinh Quang Tri (trir khu vgc Vinh Linh) trong moi quan h¢ mat thiét
v6i cach mang mién Nam.

Vé thoi gian, luAn 4n nghién ctru giéi han tir ndm 1954 dén nam 1975,
cu thé 1a tir sau Hiép dinh (HD) Genéve (21-7- 1954) dén ngay Quang Tri
hoan toan giai phong (19-3-1975). Tuy vay, khi can lam r6 mét s6 ndi
dung, luan an c6 thé mé rong thoi gian vé cac giai doan trudc.

3. Muc dich va nhiém vu nghién ctru
3.1. Muc dich nghién ciru

Luén an tai hién DTCT trén ca ba ving chién luge: d6 thi, nong thon
dong bang va mién nti & Quang Tri trong khang chién chong My. Qua
do, khéng dinh vai tro, vi tri cuia PTCT & Quang Tri trong cudc khang
chién chéng My, ciru nudc (1954 - 1975).

3.2. Nhiém vu nghién ciru

- Phan tich nhimg nhén t6 tac dong dén DTCT (vi tri dia - chién lugc,
khéi quat dic diém dan cu, diéu kién tu nhién, tinh hinh kinh té - xa hoi
giai doan 1954 - 1975, truyén théng yéu nudc va cach mang ciia nhan
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dan Quang Tri trudec ngay 21-7-1954, chinh sach ctia My va chinh
quyén VNCH, su lanh dao, chi dao ctia Pang cac Cép dbi voi PTCT &
Quang Tri trong cugc khang chién chéng My, ctru nudc (1954 - 1975)).

- Tai hién mot cach khach quan va chan thyc qua trinh BTCT ¢
Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ctru nude (1954 - 1975).

- Phan tich, luan giai tinh chat, dic diém, vai tro, y nghia lich st
cia PTCT & Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ciru nudc
(1954 - 1975).

4. Phwong phap nghién ciru va ngudn tai liéu
4.1. Phwong phap nghién cau

Luan 4n st dung phuong phép lich sir va phuong phép 16-gic nham
khéi phuc lai birc tranh toan canh vé PTCT & Quang Tri trong cudc khang
chién chéng M¥, ctru nude (1954 - 1975). Ngoai ra, luan an con sir dung
mot so phuong phép nghién ctru lién nganh khac nhu phan tich, tong hop,
s sanh,... nhdm rat ra nhitng két luan khoa hoc, chinh xac.

4.2. Ngudn tai lidu

Pé thuc hién ludn an, chdng toi tiép can va s dung nhiéu ngudn tai
liéu khac nhau... Dac biét, ching t6i tip trung khai thac ngudn tai liéu
Iwru tri¥ tai Trung tdm luu trir Qudc gia (TTLTQG) Il thanh phd H Chi
Minh, Chi cyc Vin thu - Luu trir Uy ban nhan dan tinh Thira Thién
Hué, Vin phong Tinh ity Thira Thién Hué, Bao tang Ho Chi Minh tinh
Thira Thién Hué, Thu vién Tong hop tinh Thira Thién Hué, Phong
Nghién ctru Lich st Pang va Van phong Tinh iy Quang Tri, Béo tang
Quéng Tri, Thu vién Quang Tri,... Cac ngu(‘)n tai liéu nay bao gdm
nhing bién ban, bao cdo, chi thi, nghi quyét, ké hoach, cong dién,
phiéu trinh, tuyén ngon, kién nghi,... Dy la ngudn tu liéu chu yeu
gitip ching t6i hoan thanh luan &n. Ngoai ra, chiing tdi con tién
hanh phong van nhan ching lich sir va khao sat thuce dia ¢ nhiing
dia ban, di tich trudc day 1a noi dién ra cac hoat dong PTCT.

5. Pong gop cua ludn an

Mot la, luan an la cong trinh khoa hoc nghién ctru c6 hé théng va
twong ddi toan dién vé DTCT ciia nhan dan Quang Tri trong cudc khang
chién chdng My, ciru nude (1954 - 1975). Luan &n 1am rd nhitng nhan t6
tac dong dén PTCT tai Quang Tri, trong do, tap trung phan tich chinh
sach, thi doan ciia My va chinh quyén VNCH nhim déy 1ii phong trao
cach mang & Quang Trj tir nim 1954 dén ndm 1975; dong thoi, luan &n
con tap trung nghién ciru vé cac ddi sach ctia Trung wong Pang Lao dong
Viét Nam, Lién Khu uy IV, Lién Khu Gy V, Lién Tinh ty Tri - Thién,
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Khu uy Tri - Thién - Hué va Tinh aty Quang Tri nhim chéng lai chinh
sach, thi doan cia M§ va chinh quyén VNCH. Luan 4n phan tich va
tong hop céc tai lidu c6 lién quan, qua d6 khéi phyc, phan anh mét cach
déy di1 va hé théng vé muc tiéu, hinh thirc, bién phap, dién bién qua trinh
dAu tranh, két qua, tinh chat, y nghia lich sir; vé& dong g0p cua phong trao
DTCT 6 Quang Tri dbi véi phong trao cach mang mién Nam trong cudc
khang chién chong MY, clru nu6e (1954 - 1975).

Hai 13, luan &n 1a ngudn tai liéu tham khao phuc vu cong tac giang
day, hoc tap lich str dia phuong, gop phan gido duc truyen thong yéu
nudc, cach mang cho nhan dén tinh Quang Tri, nhat 14 dbi véi thé hé tré
hdm nay va mai sau.

6. B6 cuc ciia ludn an

Luan an dai 160 trang, khong ké phan phu Iuc. Ngoai phan mo
dau (5 trang), két luan (4 trang), tai liéu tham khao (18 trang), muc
luc (3 trang), ndi dung luén &n chia lam 4 chuwong:

Chuong 1. Téng quan nghién ctru (17 trang)

Chuong 2. DPTCT & Quéng Tri tir nim 1954 dén nam 1965 (44 trang)

Chuong 3. PTCT & Quang Tri tir nim 1965 dén nam 1975 (41 trang)

Chuong 4. M6t s nhan xét vé DTCT ¢ Quang Tri (1954 - 1975) (28 trang).

) Chuong 1 ]
TONG QUAN NGHIEN CUU

1.1. Tinh hinh nghién ciru lién quan dén dé tai luin an

Lién quan dén dé tai ludn 4n c6 nhiéu céng trinh nghién ctu da
duoc xuét ban, tac gia tam chia theo 2 nhém chinh nhu sau:
1.1.1. Nhém cac cong trinh nghién ctru vé ddu tranh chinh tri
trong cudc khang chién chong My, ciru nwée ¢ mién Nam

- Cac cong trinh nghién ctiru vé DTCT trén pham vi toan mién Nam:
Poan Thém véi mét s tac pham: 20 nam qua - Viéc timg ngay (1945 -
1964); 1965 - Viéc tung ngay; 1966 - Viéc timg ngay; 1967 - Viéc tung
ngay; 1968 - Viéc timg ngay; 1969 - Viéc timg ngay; Tran Vin Giau
(1964 - 1978), Mién Nam gitr viing thanh dong, 5 tdp (tdp 1 - 1964, tdp 2 -
1966, tdp 3 - 1968, tip 4 - 1970, tdp 5 - 1978), NXB Khoa hoc Xa hoi, Ha
Noi (ndm 2006 in lai trong Tong tdp Tran Van Giau); Cao Van Luong
(1977), Céng nhin mién Nam Viét Nam trong cudc khdang chién chong
My, ciu nuoc 1954 - 1975, NXB Khoa hoc Xa hoi, Ha Noi; Quynh Cu
(1980), “Tim hiéu vé “di quan chinh tri’ clia quan chiing trong cach mang
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mién Nam (1954 - 1975)”, Tap chi Nghién ciu lich sit, s6 3; Nguyén Lang
(1994), Viét Nam Phdt gido sur ludn, tdp III, NXB Van hoc, Ha Noi; Ban
Chi dao Téng két chién tranh tryc thuéec B Chinh tri (1996), Tong két cude
khéng chién chong My ciru b, thang loi va bai hoe, NXB Chinh tri Quéc
gia, Ha Noi; Trinh Nhu (Chu bién) (1998), Lich stk phong trao nong dan va
hoi nong dan Viét Nam tir 1930 dén 1995, NXB Chinh tri Quéc gia, Ha
Noi; Tran Thi Thu Huong (2003), Dang lanh dao cudc dau tranh chéng
phd “Quéc sdch” dp chién heoe ciia My - nguy & mién Nam Viét Nam
(1961 - 1965), NXB Chinh tri Quéc gia, Ha Noi; Vién St hoc (2017), Lich
sik Viét Nam (tdi ban lan thir nhdt), NXB Khoa hoc Xa hoi, Ha Noi.

Bén canh nhiing c6ng trinh trong nudc, c6 kha nhiéu cong trinh nghién
clru clia cac tic gia nudc ngoadi dé cap dén vai trd ciia DTCT tai mién
Nam: Jerrold Schecter (1967), The New Face of Buddha, John
Weatherhill, Tokyo; Avro Manhattan (1984), ““Vietnam why did We go?”,
Chick publications, USA; Neil Shechan (nhiéu nguoi dich - Lé Minh Dirc
hiéu dinh va gi6i thiéu) (1990), Si lira déi hao nhoang, NXB Thanh phd
HO Chi Minh; Robert S. McNamara (1995), Nhin lgi qud khir - tan tham
kich va nhiing bai hoc vé Viét Nam, NXB Chinh tri Qudc gia, Ha Noi;
Thomas L. Ahern (2000), CIA and the House of Ngo: Covert Action in
South Vietnam, 1954 - 1963, U.S.A; Gabrien Kolko (Nguyén Tan Cuu
dich) (2003), Gidi phau mét cudc chién tranh, NXB Quén doi Nhan dan,
Ha Noi; Edward Miller (2016), Lién minh sai lam: Ngé Dinh Diém, My va
s6 phdn Nam Viét Nam, NXB Chinh tri Quic gia - Sy that, Ha Noi;...

- CAc cong trinh nghién ctru vé DTCT ¢ timg dia phuong cia mién
Nam: Hd Hiru Nhut (1986), Phong trao dau tranh chong My cia gido
chire, hoc sinh, sinh vién Sai Gon - Cho Lon - Gia Pinh, Luan an Tién si
Lich sir, Vién Khoa hoc gio duc, Ha Noi; Nguyén Dinh Théng (1994),
PICT ciia cdc chién si cach mang trong nha tit Con Bao (1955 - 1975),
Luan an Tién st Lich str, Vién Mac - Lénin truc thuoc Ban Chép hanh
Trung wong, Ha Noi; Bui Thi Thu Ha (2002), Pong bao Phit gido Hoa
Hdio An Giang trong cudc khang chién chong My, ciiu nuoc (1954 -
1975); Phi Van The (2006), Dang lanh dao DTCT tai mot so } d6 thi lom
mién Nam tir nam 1961 dén nam 1968, Luan 4n Tién si Lich sir Dang,
Hoc vién Chinh tri Quoc gia Hd Chi Minh, Ha Noi; Huynh Thi Liém
(2006), Phong trdo dau tranh chong, phd d}) chién lwpc & mién Dong
Nam B¢ (1961 - 1965), Luan an Tién si Lich str, Trudng Dai hoc Quéc
gia Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh; Bui Van Toan (2012), Qua trinh 16 chirc
va rén luyén liwc lwong dau tranh ciia cde chién st cach mang & Nha tin
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Cén Pdo 1957 - 1975, Luan an Tién si khoa hoc Lich st, Truong Dai hoc
Khoa hoc Xa hdi va Nhan vin, Pai hoc Qudc gia thanh phé H6 Chi Minh;
L& Quy Thi (2013), Phong trao DTCT ¢ Sai Gon - Gia Dinh (1969 -
1975), Luén an Tién si Lich sir, Vién Lich sir Quan sy Viét Nam, B
Quéc Phong, Ha Noi; Tran Thi Lan (2014), BTCT o Tdy Nguyen trong
khéng chién chong My tir nam 1961 dén nam 1968, Luan 4n Tién st Str
hoc, Truong Pai hoc Su pham, Pai hoc Hué; Nhiéu tac gia (2015), Lich
sit phong trao do thi Hué 1954 - 1975, NXB Tré, Thanh phé Ho Chi
Minh; Nguyén Trung Triéu (2018), PTCT ¢ Khinh Hoa trong cugc
khéng chién chong My (1954 - 1975), Luan an Tién si St hoc, Trudng Dai
hoc Su pham, Pai hoc Hué; Tir Anh Nguyét (2019), DTCT ¢ Quéng Nam
- Da Nang trong cudc khang chién chong My tir nam 1954 dén nam 1965,
Luén 4an Tién si Sir hoc, Truong Dai hoc Su pham, Dai hoc Hué.

1.1.2. Nhém cac cong trinh nghién ciru vé dau tranh chinh tri
¢ Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ciru nwéc

- C4c cbng trinh nghién ctru vé nhitng nhan t6 tac dong dén DTCT
& Quang Tri: Ban Chap hanh Pang bo tinh Quang Tri (1996), Lich sir
Pdng bé Qudng Tri, Tap I (1930 - 1954), NXB Chinh tri Quéc gia, Ha
Nbi; Tran Van Lyc (2016), Khu iy Tri - Thién - Hué trong cudc khang
chién chong My, ciru nude tie nam 1966 dén nam 1975, Luan an Tién
si Lich st Pang, Hoc vién Chinh tri Quoc gia Hb Chi Minh, Ha Noi.

- Céc cong trinh nghién ctru vé luc lwong DTCT ¢ Quang Tri: Tué
Giéc (1964), Viét Nam - Pht gido tranh déau sir, NXB Hoa Nghiém, Sai
Gon; Lé Cung (1997), Phong trao Phdt gido mién Nam Viét Nam nim
1963, Luén 4n Tién si Khoa hoc Lich sir, Trudng Pai hoc Su pham, Dai
hoc Qudc gia Ha Noi; L& Cung (2014), Phong trao Phdt gido mién Nam
Viét Nam (1964 - 1968), NXB Thuin Hoa, Hué; Lién doan Lao dong
tinh Quang Tri (1998), Lich su phong trao cong nhdn va cong doan tinh
Quang Tri (1929 - 1995), NXB Lao dong, Ha No6i; Hoi Nong dan Viét
Nam tinh Quang Tri (2000), Truyén thong dau tranh cdch mang ciia
giai cdp néng dan va Hoi Nong dan tinh Quang Tri 1930 - 2000, Quéang
Tri; Ban Chép hanh Hoéi Lién hi¢p Phu nit tinh Quang Tri (2007), Lich
sit phong trao phu nit Quang Tri, NXB Thuin Hoa, Hué; Tinh uy
Quang Tri - Ban Tuyén giéo (2009), Lich st dau tranh yéu nude va céach
mang tai nha lao Quang Tri, NXB Chinh tri Qudc gia, Ha Noi.

- Céc cong trinh nghién ciru ¢6 d& cap dén noi dung DTCT &
Quang Tri: Ban Chap hanh Tinh Pang bo Quang Tri (1974), Nhiing
sw kién lich s Dang (1954 - 1973), Quang Tri; Vién Mac - Lé-nin -
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Vién Lich sit Dang (1985), Nhitng sy kién Lich su Dang (tdp I1I),
NXB Thong tin Ly luan, Ha Noi; Ban Téng két chién tranh chién
truong Tri - Thién - Hué (1985), Chién truong Tri - Thién - Hué
trong cugc khang chién chong My ciu nwée toan thang, NXB Thuan
Hoa, Hué; Ban Tuyén hun Tinh ty Quang Tri (1990), Qudng Tri 60
nam nhitng chang duwong lich sit, S6 Van hoa thong tin Quang Tri;
Ban Chip hanh Pang bg tinh Quang Tri (1999), Lich sir Dang bé
Qudng Tri (1954 - 1975), Tdp II, NXB Chinh tri Qudc gia, Ha Noi;
Tinh Gy Quang Tri - Ban Dan van (2007), Lich sir cong tdac dan vin
ciia Pang bé tinh Qudng Tri (1930 - 2005), NXB Chinh tri Quc gia,
Ha Noi; Nguyén Tién Luc (2008), Phong trao PTCT trong khéing
chién chong My & Qudng Tri, giai doan 1954 - 1963, Luan vin Thac
si Khoa hoc Lich st, Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc, Pai hoc Hué; Lé
Hong Son (2012), Phong trdao PTCT & Qudng Tri trong cudc khing
chién chéng My, giai dogn 1965 - 1968, Luan van Thac si Khoa hoc
Lich s, Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc, Pai hoc Hué; Hoang Chi Hiéu
(2012), Khu phi qudn siw - Vi tuyén 17 trong cudc khéng chién chong
My, citu nude nhitng nam 1954 - 1967, Luan an Tién si Sir hoc,
Truong Dai hoc Su pham, Dai hoc Hué; Lé Cung (Chu bién) (2015),
Vé phong trdao dé thi mién Nam trong cujc khang chién chong My
(1954 - 1975), NXB Tong hgp Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh; Ngoai ra,
con phai ké dén mot s6 cudn sach lich sir Pang bo cua cac dia
phuong trong tinh...

Nhirng cong trinh ké trén da cung cdp cho chung toi nhiéu tu liéu
quy gia, nhimg nhan dinh dang tin cay vé DTCT ¢ Quéang Tri, thiét
thuc goi mo y tir cho chung t6i trong qua trinh thyc hién ludn an.

1.2. Nhirng van dé dit ra can dwoc tlep tuc nghién ciru

Nhin chung, cac cong trinh, luén an Tién si, luan van Thac si, dé tai
nghién ctru lién quan tryc tiép hoic gian tiép dén DTCT & MNVN
trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ctru nudc (1954 - 1975) da duoc
cong bd kha nhiéu. Tuy nhién, vé DTCT ¢ Quéng Tri trong thoi gian
tir cudi thang 7 nam 1954 dén ngay 19 thang 3 nim 1975 vin chua
duogc nghién ciru dﬁy du, toan dién va c6 hé théng. Do su chi phéi boi
d6i tuong, pham vi nghién ctru nén cac cong trinh, bai viét chi chu yéu
dé cap DPTCT tai cac d6 thi 16n & mién Nam nhu Sai Gon, Hué, Pa
Nﬁng, Nha Trang; bén canh do6, da c6 mot $6 luan an Tién si nghién
ctru chuyén sau vé DTCT tai mot sb dia phuong khac & mién Nam. V&
DTCT tai Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ciru nudc
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(1954 - 1975), chi c6 mdt s6 luan van Thac si dé cap tuong dbi cu thé,
nhung chi nghién ctru vé timg giai doan DTCT nhat dinh, tu lidu tiép
can chua day da nén cac két ludn dua ra chua du sirc thuyét phuc. bac
biét, viéc d6i sanh véi cac dia phuong khac dé rat ra dac diém riéng
cia DPTCT ¢ Quang Tri con nhiéu han ché.

T @6, luin an tiép tuc 1am rd mot s6 van dé sau:

Mt la, trén co sé cap nhat va khao clru ngudn tai liéu tir nhiéu phia
(dac biét 1a cac tai liéu luu trir), ludn an tap trung luadn giai mot cach co
hé théng 4m muru, bién phap thdng tri cia M§ va chinh quyén VNCH
d6i véi Quang Tri tir cudi ndm 1954 dén dau nam 1975, tap trung di
sau vao chinh sach “t6 Céng”, “dp chién lwoc” - “dp tan sinh” Va
nhiéu bién phap khac vé quan sy, chinh tri - tu tudng, kinh té - x3 hoi
va van hoéa - gido dyc... Tur d6, lam rd nhiing thi doan tham ddc cia
M§ va chinh quyén VNCH trén ca ba ving chién lugc: rimg nii, néng
thon dong bang va do thi tai Quang Trj.

Hai 13, 1am rd duong 16i, chu trwong chi dao ciia Trung wong Pang
Lao dong Viét Nam, Lién Khu tuy IV, Lién Khu uy V, Lién Tinh ty Tri
- Thién, Khu uy Tri - Thién - Hué va Tinh uy Quéang Tri trong cudce
khang chién chéng My, ctru nude (1954 - 1975), tor do thay dugc su
dung dan, sang tao trong chi dao cua Dang cac cép, dong thoi thay
dugc nhiing han ché, thiéu sot trong 1anh dao va t6 chie DTCT.

Ba 13, tai hién mot cach chi tiét va ddy di v& DTCT cua nhan dan
Quang Tri tir cubi ndm 1954 dén dau nim 1975 nhu: DTCT chéng
ché d6 doc tai gia dinh tri, gido tri Ng6 Dinh Diém (cudi nim 1954 -
cubi nam 1963); DTCT chéng My, chinh quyén quan phiét Nguyén
Khanh, chinh quyén dan sy Trin Vin Huong (cudi ndm 1963 - giita
nim 1965); BTCT chong My va chinh quyén Nguyén Vian Thiéu -
Nguyén Cao Ky (gitra nam 1965 - ¢au nam 1975).

Céc phong trao d4u tranh nay duoc khai thac trén cac khia canh cu
thé vé muc tiéu du tranh, luc luong lanh dao, luc lugng tham gia, dién
bién d4u tranh, y nghia lich sir va dic biét 1a chi rd nhitng mat han ché
clia cac phong trao ddu tranh d6. Rut ra nhitng dic diém ndi bt cua
DTCT & Quéang Tri qua cii nhin déi sanh véi DTCT & mét sb dia
phuong khac tai mién Nam trong cting thoi gian, su sang tao ctia Dang
cac cp va nhan dan Quang Tri trong DTCT. Chimg minh va khing
dinh vai tro to 1on ciia PTCT ddi voi mot tinh giGi tuyén néi riéng va
cach mang mién Nam ndi chung trong cudc khang chién chéng My,
ctru nude (1954 - 1975).



) C’hu’o'ng 2 . .
DPAU TRANH CHINH TRI O QUANG TRI
TU NAM 1954 DEN NAM 1965

2.1. Nhirng nhan té tac dong dén diu tranh chinh tri & Quang Tri
2.1.1. Piéu kién tw nhién va kinh té - xa hdi ciia Quang Tri (1954 - 1975)
2.1.1.1. Piéu kién ty nhién

Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng M, ciru nude (1954 - 1975)
nim & dia dau gioi tuyén clia VNCH, ¢6 vi tri dia chién luoc dic biét quan
trong; dién tich tu nhién 4.741 kn, dan s6 299.713 nguoi (ndm 1967);
phia Dong giap Bién Pong; phia Tay giap Lao; phia Bic giap dic khu
Vinh Linh cta nuge Viét Nam Dan chu cong hoa; phia Nam gidp tinh
Thira Thién - Hué. Dia hinh Quang Tri thap dan tir TAy sang Dong, Dong
Nam. Vé khi hau, Quang Tri nam trong vang khi hau nhiét doi gio mua.
2.1.1.2. Piéu kién kinh té - xa hoi

Trong cudc khang chién chdng MY, ctu nude (1954 - 1975), dudi sy
quan 1y cta chinh quyén VNCH, kinh té Quang Tri rét kho khin, van 14 nén
kinh té ndng nghiép lac hau, chu yéu dua vao vién trg cua My. Trén dia ban
tinh Quang Tri ¢6 3 dan toc chinh: Kinh, Vén Kiéu va Pa C6. Nhan dén
Quang Tri co truyén théng can ci, hiéu hoc; sang tao trong lao dong san
Xuat, twong than, tuong ai, giup d6 nhau trong doi song, trong san Xuat, nhat
1 khi c6 su bién dot xudt nhu chién tranh, thién tai, dich bénh. Quéang Tri
con 1a viing dét ¢6 truyén théng lich str, van hoa, yéu nudc va cach mang,
2.1.2. Truyén thong yéu nuwéc va cach mang ciia nhian dan Quéng
Tri trwéc Hiép dinh Genéve (21-7-1954)

Nam 1858, thuc dan Phap nd sung x4m lugc Viét Nam, nhan dan Quéng
Tri cting nhan dan ca nudc dimg 1én khang Phap. Nam 1930, Bang bo Dang
Cong san Vi€t Nam tinh Quang Tri ra doi. Dudi su lanh dao cua Pang Cong
san Viét Nam (tir thang 10-1930, dbi tén thanh Pang Cong san Pong Duong)
va Pang bo tinh, nhan dan Quang Tri ciing nhan dan ca nudc tién hanh ba
cao trao cach mang: phong trao cach mang 1930 - 1931, phong trao dan
chu 1936 - 1939, phong trao giai phong dan tgc 1939 - 1945. Cach mang
thdng Tam 1945 thanh c6ng, ma ra ky nguyén mai trong lich sir dan toc.

Huong g “Loi kéu goi todn quoc khéng chién” coa Chu tich H6 Chi
Minh (19-12-1946), DBang bo va nhan dan Quang Tri cing voi nhan dan ca
nude nhét & dimg day khang Phép bao vé nén doc 14p dan toc. Sudt chin nim
khang chién, quan va dan Quang Tri da 14p duoc nhiéu chién cong, tao diéu



kién cho quan ta gianh théng loi ¢ Bién Bién Phu (7-5-1954), budc thuc dan
Phép phai ky HD Genéve (21-7-1954), chdm dut chién tranh & Dong Duong.
2.1.3. Chinh sach ciia My va chinh quyén Vi¢t Nam cong hoa &
Quang Tri tir nim 1954 dén nim 1965

2.1.3.1. V& chinh tri - quin sw

Cudi nam 1954, Ngb Pinh Diém va Ngb Dinh Nhu thanh 1ap Pang
“Can lao nhan vi”, 1y “Chii nghia nhén vi” 1am hé tu tuong ctia Dang.
Dé hop phap héa ché d6 VNCH, ngay 23-10-1955, My hd trg cho
Ng6 Dinh Diém tién hanh trung ciu dan y, phé truat Bao Pai, suy ton
Ng6 Pinh Diém lam Tong théng. Ngay 4-3-1956, Ngo Pinh Diém t6
chtrc bau cir Qudc hoi riéng 1€, dén ngay 26-10-1956, ban hanh Hién
phap, 1ap ra nén “Pé nhat Cong hoa”. Duéi su théng tri cua Ngo
Dinh Diém, tinh truéng Quang Tri déu 1a ngudi Thién Chua gio.

Nam 1958, chinh quyén VNCH chia Quang Tri thanh 7 quan, 86 xA.
Nhim loai bé nhiing ngudi Cong san ¢ mién Nam, chinh quyén VNCH
thyc hién chién dich “/6 Cgng”. Cubi thang 11-1961, chinh quyén
VNCH tién hanh xay dung “dp chién lwpc” & 4 thon thi diém. Pau
thang 3-1962, Tinh truéng Quang Tri triéu tap cudc hop, ban viéc 1ap
“dp chién leoe” trén pham vi toan tinh. Sau ddo chinh 1-11-1963, hang
loat chirc vu chii chdt ctia chinh quyén VNCH & Quang Tri b thay thé.

Ngay 16-8-1964, Nguyén Khanh cho ra doi “Hién chwong Viing Tau”,
thuc chat 1a thiét 1ap ché do doc tai quan phiét. Ngay 31-10-1964, Phan
Khic Siru bd nhiém Tran Van Huong giir chirc Thi tuéng, chinh phi dan sy
duoc thanh 1ap. Sang 27-1-1965, Nguyén Khanh tién hanh dao chinh giai tan
chinh phat dan sy Tran Vin Huong. Pén ngay 16-2-1965, Nguyén Khanh
chi dinh ndi cac méi do Phan Huy Quat lam Thu tuéng, ba ngay sau do
(19-2-1965), Nguyén Khanh bj 1at d6 va phai luu vong ra nudc ngoai.

Vé quan sy, nam 1955, chinh quyén VNCH b tri & Quang Tri mot
trung doan cua Su doan 1, 10 dai doi bao an, 50 trung d6i dan vé, 3 dai
d6i canh sat. Trudce khi dién ra phong trao “B&ng khoi” & nong thon
dong bang (5-7-1964), tai Quang Tri, quan d6i VNCH c6 2 trung doan
b6 binh, 2 tiéu doan phao binh, 1 tiéu doan co gisi, 12 dai d6i bao an, 92
trung d6i dan vé, 5.600 thanh nién chién diu.
2.1.3.2. Vé kinh té - xa hji

Thyc hién chinh sach cia Nha Tring, thang 1-1955, chinh quyen
VNCH thuc hién “Cai cdch dién dia”. Thang 4-1957, M§ va chinh quyén
VNCH tién hanh chinh sach dinh dién. Tai Quang Tri, ngoai viée bat ép
ngudi dan di dinh dién vao Tay Nguyén va Nam Bo, chinh quyén VNCH
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con thanh 14p mot sb dinh dién ngay tai dia phuong. Bén canh do, chinh
quyén VNCH con dé ra “Chuong trinh cdi tién din sinh” tai cac ving
nong thén. Vé co so ha tang, chinh quyén VNCH huy dong nhan dan stra
sang va lam thém cac con dudng giao théng méi. Vé thué mé, chinh sach
tang thué duoc chinh quyén VNCH dic biét chd trong. Sau khi ché do
Ng6 Pinh Diém sup d6 (1-11-1963), tai Quang Tri, dén ngay 25-2-1964,
chinh quyén VNCH méi chi thanh lap dugc 403 “dp chién leoc”.
2.1.3.3. V@& viin hoéa - gido duc

Vé vin hoa, My va chinh quyén VNCH ra sirc tuyén truyén cht nghia
chong Cong, thi hanh chinh sach ky thi ton giao, trude hét 1a Phat gido.
Vvé gido duc, h¢ thong trudng hoc céc cép trong toan tinh dwoc chinh
quyén VNCH hoan thién dén.

2.1.4. Chii trwong d4u tranh chinh tri cia Pang Lao dong Viét Nam
Ngay 6-9-1954, Bo Chinh trj ra Nghi quyét vé nhiém vu ctia Dang 6 mién
Nam trong giai doan méi. Thang 1-1959, Nghi quyét Trung wong 15 ra doi,
chu trrong khoi nghia gianh chinh quyén vé tay nhan dan. Ngay sau phong
trao “Pong khoi” (1959 - 1960) & mién Nam, ngay 11-11-1960, B Chinh tri
dién cho Lién Khu uy V, chi dao phdi hop DTCT véi déu tranh vii trang
(BTVT). Khi My thyc hién chién lugc “Chién tranh ddc biét”, cubi nam
1962, B4 Chinh tri nhdn manh va 1am rd thém tAm quan trong cua PTCT.

Trong bdi canh phong trao Phat gido mién Nam phat trién manh mé doi
tir do tin ngudng, chdng ky thi ton gido tir giita nim 1963, ngay 22-8-1963,
Mt tran Dan toc Giai phong (DTGP) MNVN ra tuyén bd kich liét phan ddi
chinh quyén VNCH. Sau cudc dao chinh 1at d6 chinh quyén Ngo Binh
Diém (ngay 1-11-1963), thang 12-1963, Ban Chap hanh Trung wong Pang
Lao dong Viét Nam hop Hoi nghi lan thir 9, xac dinh két hop linh hoat
DTCT v6i DTVT tuy timg vung va timg thoi ky khac nhau.

Quaén tri¢t cha truong cua Trung wong Pang, Lién khu uy IV, Lién
Khu uy V va Lién Tinh uy Tri - Thién, Tinh ty Quang Tri kip thoi
dé ra nhirng chu truong cu thé, phit hop véi tinh hinh dia phuong.
2.2. Noi dung diu tranh chinh tri & Quéang Tri tir nim 1954 dén
nam 1965
2.2.1. Poi thi hanh Hiép dinh Genéve va chdng chinh sach “t6 Cpng”

Ngay sau HD Genéve (21-7-1954%), trén dia ban toan tinh bing nd
phong trao du tranh doi hiép thuong tong tuyén cir. Ngay 23-10-1955,

1 Trugc day lay ngay 20-7-1954 1am ngay ky HDB.
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Mi hd tro Ngb Pinh Diém td chirc “trung cau ddn y” nham phé trut
Béo Dai, dua Ng6 Dinh Diém Ién lam Téng thong Nhan dén tai nhiéu dia
phuong trong tinh tién hanh tay chay, phan d6i cudc bau ctr voi nhleu hinh
thirc dau tranh phong phu. Pén cudi nam 1957, can bd, dang vién Van tich
cuc bam dat, bam dan, kién tri xdy dung lyc luong cach mang. Dau nam
1958, phong trao cach mang dan phuc héi. Trén dia ban toan tinh xuat hién
mot s6 cude ddu tranh clia quan ching nhén déan chong dong gop tién cua,
chdng di phu, chéng bit linh, chdng bt di dinh dién Ctia (Cam L), chéng
cudp doat ruong dat, doi gidi quyét nan d6i, doi duoc tu do di lai lam an.

2.2.2. Phoi hop véi lyre lugng vii trang tién hanh “Péng khéi” mién niii

Puogc su soi sang cua Nghi quyet 15 (1-1959), nhan dan Quang Tri
cung nhan dan mién Nam ding 1én dau tranh chéng My va chinh quyén
VNCH. Hoang s¢ trudc su phét trién nhanh chéng ciia phong trao cach
mang, ngiy 6-5-1959, chinh quyén VNCH ban hanh Luat 10/59, thang
tay chém giét nhitng ngudi yéu nuée. Nhitng chinh sach do khong déap
tit duoc phong trao ddu tranh cta nhan dan Quang Tri, dén cubi nim
1959 van bung n6 nhiéu cudc d4u tranh ciia quan ching nhan dan.

O Hudng Hoa, cudi ndm 1959 - dau nam 1960, chinh quyén VNCH gan
nhu tan 4, bao an, dan vé chi con chdt giltr & mot sO dia diém nhat dinh.
Sang ndm 1960, phong tra0 “Péng khéi” & mién nti Hudng Hoa phat trién
manh. Qua phong trao “Pdng khéi” mién niii, bude dau giai phong duoc
mot s6 thon x4, trong d6 c6 3 xa Nam Hudng Hoa, 5 thon ctia Ba Long va
mdt s thon ciia xa Hai Phic (Hai Lang).

2.2.3. Poi dén sinh, dan chii va chong pha “dp chién lwgc”

Thang 1-1961, khép céc dia phuong trong toan tinh dién ra phong trao déu
tranh cta quin ching chong chinh quyén VNCH bit di dyr mit tinh, hoc tap vé
viéc bau cu “Tong thong”. Trong ndm 1961, luc lugng cach mang t6 chre rai
nhiéu truyén don tai cac mién dong bang va cin son trong tinh, v6i ndi dung
chong pha cudc bau cir Tong théng va Pho Tong thong, kéu goi nhan dan
mién Nam ting ho Mt trin DTGP MNVN, chdng lai ché d6 VNCH.

O Khu phi quan sy Nam, DTCT dién ra véi nhiéu hinh thirc phong
pht nhu chéng dan ap, khung b: chéng ké hoach trong tre doc bo Nam
song Bén Hai; doi mé rong viée trao ddi thu tir, buu thiép; dua don doi
chinh quyén VNCH phai tién hanh ciru d6i; chdng rao lang, 1ap “dp
chién lwoc’; chéng nhitng hoat dong xam nhap trai phép;...

Thang 11 nim 1962, phia cach mang to chirc phd mot sb “dp chién
luge” & thon Gidp Hau (Hai Truong), Tan My (Hai L8), Tram (Hai Son)...
Trong 6 thang dau nam 1963, nhan dan Quang Tri tip trung DTCT
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“chong rdo lang, don ddn ldp ‘dp chién luoc’, chong khing bo, ‘16
Cong’, chong cam rimg, chdng dz ‘dinh dién’, chong bat linh...,
chong dp birc dong bao Phdt gido” .

2.2.4. Doi ty do tin ngudng, binh dang ton gido

N01 bat trong DTCT ¢ Quang Tri 1a phong trdo Phét gido chong chinh
quyén VNCH, doi tu do tin ngudng, binh dang ton gido bét du tir dau thang
5-1963. T6i 8-5-1963, chinh quyén VNCH tién hanh cudc dan 4p dAm méu
dong bao Phat tir tai Dai phét thanh Hué 1am 8 Phat tir thiét mang va nhiéu
ngudi bi thuong. Ngay 10-5-1963, Tang Ni, Phat tir t6 chuc mit tinh tai chua
Tir Dam (Hué), ra Tuyén ngbn gdm 5 nguyén vong, doi chinh quyén VNCH
thyc thi chinh sach binh dang ton gio, tw do tin ngudng. Ngay 1-6-1963, gin
10.000 Tang Ni, Phét tir thi xa Quang Tri va ving phu can 6 chire mot cude
bicu tinh tuan hanh quy mé 16n, kéo dén dinh Tinh truong chuyen kién nghi:
“Yéu cau Chinh phii gidi quyét 5 nguyén vong cua Phdt gido do”.

bém 20, rang ngay 21-8-1963, chinh quyen VNCH thyc hién “Ké
hoach nude lii”, ban hanh I¢nh gi6i nghiém va tAn cong cac chia trén toan
mién Nam. Tai thi x4 Quang Tri, vao lic 4 gi sang ngay 21-8-1963, Ty
Théng tin cho xe loan béo 1énh giéi nghiém. Bén 5 gid sang, canh sat VNCH
dot nhap vao chuia Tinh Hoi, bat 42 Tang Ni, Phat tir dua vé Ty Cong an.
Trude sirc ép ciia quan ching nhan dén, chinh quyén VNCH phai tra tu do
cho hau hét Tang Ni, Phat tir bj bat.

Sau “Ké hoach nude li” cua chinh quyén VNCH, Tang Ni, Phat tr
Quang Tri chuan bi hd so td cao nhitng vi pham Théng cao chung cia
chinh quyén VNCH. Cudi nam 1963, M§ budc phai quyét dinh “thay ngira
gitta dong”, ing ho nhom tudng linh VNCH do Duong Van Minh cam dau
tién hanh cudc dao chinh ngay 1-11-1963, 14t d6 Ngo Dinh Diém.

2.2.5. Chong djc tai, quin phiét

Ngay sau khi Ngo Pinh Diém bi 1at d6 (1-11-1963), Mit tran DTGP
MNVN ra “Tuyén bé vé tinh hinh mién Nam sau cudc ddo chinh ngdy
1-11-1963”". Ngay 3-11-1963, nhan dan thi xa Quang Tri bt Tinh truong
Nguyén Qudc Quynh phai tu tay cam bua dép vao mat tuong Ngb Dinh
Diém. Ngay 26-11-1963, khi duoc tin Nguyén Tri Son dén nhan chtic Tinh
trudng, 3.000 gido vién, hoc sinh truong Nguyén Hoang, B6 Dé t6 chie biéu
tinh da dao Nguyén Tri Son. Sang hom sau (27-11-1963), gido vién, hoc sinh
cac truong cong, tu thuc va nhan dan thi xa ﬁép tuc tham gia biéu tinh, sau d6
tuan hanh qua céc duong phd: Quang Trung, Tran Hung Pao, Gia Long,...

Ngay 25-8-1964, hoc sinh, giao chirc cac truong cong, tu thuc trong thi
xa Quang Tri cing v6i moi gidi dong bao, ké ca dong bao ven thi nhur
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Xuén Yén, Nhan Biéu, Trung Kién, Cho Si t6 chirc biéu tinh véi khoang
10.000 ngudi tham gia chong chinh quyén doc taii Nguyén Khanh.
Trudc cudng do d4u tranh ngdy cang gia ting ciia nhan dan cac do thi, trong
d6 6 do thi Quang Tri, cling ngay 25-8-1964, Nguyén Khanh budc phai ra
Tuyén céo v6i ndi dung thu héi “Hién chirong Viing Tau” (16-8-1964).

Phong trao d6 thi mién Nam néi chung va thi xa Quang Tri, thi xa
Dong Ha ndi riéng, phat trién manh gop phan dong vién nhan dan &
ving nong thén dong bang hudng Gmg dau tranh. Ciing voi phong trao
DTCT ciia nhan dén cac d6 thi mién Nam, phong trao d6 thi Quang
Tri da gop phan lam lung lay tan gdc chinh quyén VNCH. Sang ngay
27-1-1965, Nguyén Khanh tién hanh dio chinh 1at d6 chinh phii dan
su Tran Vian Huong. Day la cudc déo chinh thir tim chi trong vong
hon mot nam keé tir khi Ng6 Dinh Diém bi 14t @6 ngay 1-11-1963.
2.2.6. Chong pha “dp tan sinh”, phdi hop véi lue lwong vii trang
tién hanh “Pong khéi” ndng thén dong bing

Tai Hai Lang, tir ngay 25-1 dén ngay 25-2-1964, duoc su hd tro cia
Iuc lugng vil trang (LLVT), quan ching nhan dan ndi day pha “dp tan
sinh” La Vang, Thuong Xa,... Trén dia ban cac quan Gio Linh, Hai
Lang, Ba Long, Cam L0, trong vong 22 ngay (tir ngay 31-1 dén ngay
21-2-1964), quan chung nhan dén giac ngd v chinh tri noi day phdi hop
v6i du kich dia phuong pha 46 “dp tdn sink”. Sau chién thing Ba Long
(9-2-1964), Uy ban Mit trin DTGP MNVN tinh t6 chtic cude mit tinh
16n tai TrAm dé mumg chién thang.

Do phong trio d4u tranh chéng, pha “dp tdn sinh” & Quang Tri phat trién
manh, dén ngay 25-2-1964, chinh quyén VNCH méi chi thanh lp duoc 403
“dp tan sinh” trén toan tinh. Cuing v6i hoat dong chbng pha “dp tdn sinh”,
cong tac binh van ciing dat két qua tot. Dém 25-6-1964, can bd cach mang
tién hanh van dong binh linh Trung doi Tong vé 18 & Ba Thanh (Ba Long)
dAu hang. Thuc hién chu truong ciia Pang vé “Bong khdi” néng thon dong
bang, trong vong 7 thang (tr ngay 5-7-1964 dén ngay 31-1-1965), trén
pham vi toan tinh Quéang Tri, phia cach mang di phat dong pha thé kém kep
cta chinh quyén va quan doi VNCH & 240 thén, 13 xom véi 127.986 déan.

Théng loi lién tiép trén ca hai mit quan sy va chinh tri ciia quan
dan Quang Tri trong ndm 1964 va dau nam 1965 da gop phan quan
trong lam that bai ké hoach Johnson - McNamara. Trudc sy sup d6
cta chién lwoc “Chién tranh ddac biét” (1961 - 1965), My chuyén
sang chién luoc “Chién tranh cuc bé” (1965 - 1968), truc tiép dua
quan My vao tham chién & MNVN.
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) Chuwong 3 .
DPAU TRANH CHINH TRI O QUANG TRI
TU NAM 1965 DPEN NAM 1975

3.1. Chinh sach cia M§, chinh quyén Viét Nam cdng hoa &
Quang Tri va chii treong diu tranh chinh tri cia Piang Lao dong
Viét Nam tir nim 1965 dén nim 1975

3.1.1. Chinh sach ciia My va chinh quyén Viét Nam cong hoa &
Quang Tri tir nim 1965 dén nim 1975

3.1.1.1. Vé chinh tri - quén sy

Nham thich mg v6i bdi canh lich st méi khi My tién hanh “Chién
tranh cuc bé” tai MNVN (thang 3-1965), ngay 19-6-1965, Noi cac
chién tranh cia VNCH ra doi. Tai Quang Tri, & phu hop v6i chinh
quyén quan sy trung wong, tir thang 6-1966 vi tri Tinh truong déu do
nhitng nguoi trong quan doi ndm gitr. Cac dang phai va t6 chic chinh
tri ciing dugc chinh quyén VNCH tao diéu kién hoat déng manh.

Ngay 11-6-1965, chinh quyén VNCH lap thém quan Mai Linh; ngay
21-12-1967, giai thé quan Trung Luong; ngay 29-4-1968, ldy mot phan dién
tich ctia quan Cam Lo va quén Tri€u Phong dé 1ap ra quan Pong Ha. Nhim
thuc hién c6 hiu qua viéc xdy dung “dp tdn sinh™ ving ndng thon, chinh
quyén VNCH tap trung ngudn lyc cho cong tac xay dung “dap tdn sinh™.

Sau thét bai cuia chién luge “Chién tranh cuc b~ (1965 - 1968), My
chuyen sang chién luge “Viét Nam héa chién tranh” (1969 - 1973). Tai
Quang Tri, trong thang 4-1969, chinh quyén VNCH t6 chirc nhiéu cudc
hoc tdp vé Thong diép ciia Tong théng VNCH doc trude ludng vién
Qudc hoi ngay 7-4-1969, nham lam cho “ddn ching thau triét dwoc ldp
truong hoa binh cong chinh ciia Chinh phii”’; to chtic hdi cur cho nhan
dan mét s6 X thudc quan Pong Ha va quan Cam L.

Bi don choang vang cua lyc lwong cach mang trong cudc Tién cong
chién luge ndam 1972 va thét bai nang né trong tran “Dién Bién Phu trén
khong™ (cudi nam 1972), My budc phai ky HP Paris (27-1-1973) vé
chdm dit chién tranh, 1ap lai hoa binh ¢ Viét Nam, rat hét quan doi vé
nude (29-3-1973). Tai Quang Tri, ngay sau HD Paris (27-1-1973), chinh
quyen VNCH dua dén ve 5 xa cua quan Tri¢u Phong va quén Hai Lang.

V& quan su, ngay 12-4-1966, Tiéu doan 1 (Trung doan 1, Su doan 3
thily quan luc chién) dén Khe Sanh, danh dau sy c6 mit ctia quan M tai
Quang Tri. Ngay 29-5-1966, linh My ciing bét dau dén san bay quén su
bong Ha. Buoc su hd tro cta linh Mi, cudi nam 1966, chinh quyén
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VNCH mé 3 tran can 16n. Cudi ndm 1967 dén dau nam 1968, chinh
quyén VNCH t6 chirc nhiéu cudc hanh quan “tim diét” va “binh dinh”.
Sau cudc hanh quan “Lam Son - 719” (12-2 dén 23-3-1971), tir thang
4 dén thang 9-1971, quan d6i VNCH lién tiép t6 chirc nhiéu cudc hanh
quan. Tir 28-6-1972 dén 16-9-1972, chinh quyén VNCH vuot song My
Chénh tién danh thi x3 Quang Tri; tir 17-9-1972 dén 27-1-1973, sau khi tai
chiém Thanh ¢6 Quang Tri v quan Hai Lang, chinh quyén VNCH tiép
tuc tién hanh cac cudc hanh quéan lan chiém ra phia Pong va phia Téy,
vuot qua séng Nhan Biéu, Ai Tu, tiép tuc 14n chiém ving giai phong.
HD Paris ky chua rao myc, tir 27-1-1973 dén 31-1-1973, quan doi
VNCH m¢ cudc hanh quan “Séng than” nham tai chiém Cira Viét. Sang
nam 1974, Iyc luong quan déi VNCH tai Quang Tri ¢6 gan 1 su doan chi
luc, 9 tiéu doan va 1 lién doan bao an, 102 trung doi dan vé va hon 3000
phong vé dan sy. Trude tinh thé bi cach mang tan cong & nhicu phia, dén
chiéu 19-3-1975, s6 quan d6i VNCH con lai rit chay khoi Quang Tri.
3.1.1.2. Vé kinh té - xi hi
Trong giai doan 1965 - 1975, tinh hinh kinh té clia Quang Tri cling
khong mdy kha quan, dwa chu yéu vao vién tro My, gia ca sinh hoat
leo thang, nan that nghiép ngay cang trim trong.
3.1.1.3. V& viin héa - gido duc
V& vin hoéa, chinh quyén VNCH tiép tuc thi hanh chinh sach khing bd
Phat gido. M ra sitc du nhép vin hoa phuong Ty, tuyén truyén 16i séng
My. Vé gido duc, hé thong trudng 16p dugc chinh quyén VNCH mé rong.
3.1.2. Chii trwong du tranh chinh tri ciia Ping Lao dong Viét
Nam tir nim 1965 dén nim 1975
Théang 12-1965, Hoi nghi Ban chp hanh Trung uvong Pang lan thir 12
khang dinh: “Viéc dé quoc My dua nhiéu qudn My va quén chu hdau vao
mién Nam... lam cho dich bi ¢6 lap va that bai nang né hon vé chinh tri”.
Théng 4-1966, Bo Chinh tri quyét dinh tach hai tinh Quang Tri va Thira
Thién ra khoi khu V, thanh 1ap Khu ty va Quan khu Tri - Thién - Hué, truc
thudc Ban Chap hanh Trung wong Pang va Bo Chinh tri. Ngay 16-6-1966,
Quéan ty Trung vong quyét dinh mé Mit tran Pudng 9 - B5 Quang Tri.
Nim 1967, trong Nghi quyét sb 154-NQ/TW, ngay 27-1-1967, Bo
Chinh tri yéu cau phdi hop chat che phong trao BTCT ¢ cac d6 thi va
viing ndng thon do chinh quyen VNCH kiém soat véi vung giai phong.
DPén thang 1-1968, nhim chuén bi cho cudc Tong tién cong va
ndi day Tét Mau Than nim 1968, Hoi nghi Ban Chap hanh Trung
uong lan thtt 14 néu r6: “két hop chat ché ddu tranh quan sy voi
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PTCT: két hop chat ché va khon khéo hoat dong trong cdac thanh
thi voi hoat dong ¢ viung nong thon ké can’.

Thang 6-1971, Ban Bi thu Trung uong Dang quyét thanh Iap lai Tinh ty
Thira Thién - Hué (trudc day 1a Thira Thién) va Tinh ty Quang Tri; giai thé
Dang ty mién Ty Tri - Thién va DPang uy cac Poan (cac Mat tran). Ngay
11-3-1972, Thudng vu Quan ty Trung uong ra Nghi quyét tién hanh cudc
Tién cong chién lugc nim 1972, hudng cha yéu 1a chién truong Tri - Thién.

Ngay sau HD Paris (27-1-1973), ngay 9-2-1973, B Chinh tri dién
chi dao Khu uy Trj - Thién - Hué in nhiéu ban HD Paris, nghi dinh thu,
101 kéu goi ctia Trung wong Dang va Chinh phu, 101 kéu goi ctia Mt tran
DTGP va Chinh phti Cach mang 1am thoi cong hoa MNVN, v.v... phd
bién rong rai trong binh linh va si quan VNCH.

Quan triét chu truong cta Trung wong Dang Lao dong Viét Nam,
Khu ay Tri - Thién - Hué, Tinh tiy Quéang Tri kip thoi dé ra nhimg chu
treong cu thé, pht hop véi tinh hinh dia phuong.

3.2. Noi dung déu tranh chinh tri & Quang Tri tir nim 1965 dén nim 1975
3.2.1. Pau tranh chinh tri trong budi diu chdng chién lwoc
“Chién tranh cuc bj”

Ngay 9-8-1965, tai thi x4 Quang Tri dién ra budi néi chuyén cua Hoi dong
tinh, phia cach mang nhén dip nay t6 chirc quan ching DTCT, t6 céo Tinh
truong Hoang Xuan Tiu tic hiép nhan dan, yéu cau vi Tinh truong nay tir
chtre. Phan g voi sy viée d8m 22-9-1965, mét vy VNCH tién hanh ném lyu
dan vao Van phong Gido hoi Phat gido tinh Quang Tri, ngay 26-9-1965, Phat
gito Quang Tri to chirc mot cude biéu tinh 16n tai san chua Tinh Hoi voi su
tham dy cua Thuong toa Thich Pon Hau (dai dién mién Van Hanh) va
50.000 Tang Ni, Phat tir. Trude suc ép ngay cang gia tang cia nhan dan,
ngay 27-9-1965, Tinh truong Quang Tri Hoang Xuén Tru xin tir chir.

Ph01 hop v6i cude dau tranh cta Tang Ni, Phat tur, trong nhiing thang
cudi ndm 1965, phia cach mang t6 chirc dua can bo vé vung nong thén
dong bang, tuyén truyen va phat dong quan chiing nhan dan déu tranh
truc dién véi chinh quyén VNCH. Ngay 5-10-1965, nhan dan xa Cam
Chinh (Cam Lo) t6 chtc biéu tinh chéng My, chinh quyén VNCH.
Muoi ngdy sau (15-10-1965), tai thi xa Quang Tri, cong nhén, nguoi lao
dong to chirc dinh cong ki niém ngay mat cia Nguyén Vin Trdi. Cude
dinh cong “da lam té li¢t hoat dong chung trong tinh”.

Ngay 9-11-1965, tai ba quan Cam L0, Hai Lang va Triéu Phong, phia
cach mang t6 chtc nhidu cudc mit tinh dua yéu sach doi chinh quyén
VNCH bdi thuong thiét hai chién tranh. Méc du chinh quyen VNCH tim
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moi cach khéng ché va dan ap, song “Viét Cong ciing di gy dugc phan
ndo anh huong trong din ching, nhat la déi véi dong bao thi xa”.

Ngay 5-3-1966, hon 1.500 dong bao cac thon Thuong Nghia, Phuong
An, Pinh Son, Cu Hoan, Quit X4, Hoan Cat (xd Cam Nghia), Mai Pan,
Mai Loc (xd Cam Chinh) kéo vao ddn Codn Trung (x3 Cam Chinh) diu
tranh, yéu cau binh linh khong duoc bén pha bira béi, nhan dan phai duoc tur
do di lai 1am an, bu6n ban. Ngay hém sau (6-3-1966), nhan dan thén Nhan
Biéu, Xuan Yén, Trung Kién (xa Triéu Thugng, Triéu Phong) nhap thi,
tap trung truéc dinh Tinh truéng Quang Tri, yéu cau Tinh truong khdng
dé binh linh VNCH & cin cir La Vang ban phéo bira bai vao thén, xom.

Nhimg hoat dong quén sur va chinh tri manh mé tir phia cach mang da gp phan
quan trong 1am ndi bd chinh quyén VNCH ngay cang luc duc. Ngay 11-3-1966,
Nguyén Cao Ky - Thii tuéng chinh quyén VNCH ra Iénh cach chic Nguyén
Chéanh Thi, Tu énh Ving I Chién thuét, kiém Dai biéu Chinh pht tai Ving I,
dong thoi gat Nguyén Chanh Thi ra khéi Uy ban Lanh dao Qudc gia. Tranh tha
méau thuan trong ndi bd chinh quyén VNCH, gi6i lanh dao Phét gido mién Nam
phét dong phong trao dau tranh chong My va chinh quyén Nguyén Van Thiéu -
Nguyén Cao Ky, PTCT & Quang Tri chuyén sang mét giai doan méi.

3.2.2. Doi thanh 1ap chinh phi dén sw

Ngay 16-3-1966, ““Tinh Gido hoi Phdt gido Vi¢t Nam thong nhat Qudng Iri»
t0 chirc mit tinh tai chiia Tinh hdi, pho bién va gidi thich ban Thong cdo sb 21
ngay 12-3-1966 ciia Vién Hoa Pao. Tai cude mit tinh ndy, quan ching yéu cau
triéu tip “Pai hdi dw thio Hién phdp”’, ddi cac tudng Tinh phai tro lai cuong vi
quén s, thyc chat 14 doi 14t do chinh quyén Nguyén Van Thiéu - Nguyén Cao
Ky. Phéi hop véi nhan dén thi xa Quang Tri, nhan dan Triéu Phong, Hai Ling
kéo vao thi xi, bao vay dinh Tinh truong, doi phai boi thuong nhimg thiét hai do
bom, phao gy ra ¢ cac xa Triéu Thuong (Triéu Phong), Hai Pht, Hai Lam (Hai
Lang)... Ciing ngay, hoc sinh trudng cong lap Gio Linh to chirc bi khoa phan ddi
chinh quyén Nguyén Vin Thiéu - Nguyén Cao Ky vé viéce cich chirc Nguyen
Chanh Thi. Trude stic ép ctia phong trao, Tinh truong Quang Tri lién bo tron

Tir cudi thang 3-1966, phong trao thu hut hau hét cac giai tang xa
hoi tham gia. Nhiéu cudc dau tranh nd ra tir thang 4 dén thang 6-1966.
Dé dap tit phong trao Phat gido dang din ra manh mé khip mién Nam,
ngay 19-6-1966, chinh quyén Nguyén Vin Thiéu - Nguyén Cao Ky cho
quan doi tdn cong Hué, ling bat, tra tn va danh dap di man nhiing
nguoi tham gia phong trao. Sau do, chinh quyén VNCH dua quan ra
Quang Tri x6 d0 cac ban tho, truy bt nhiing nguoi tham gia phong
trao. DTCT tai Quang Tri tam thoi lang xudng tir ngay 29-6-1966.
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3.2.3. Chéng pha bau cir Quoc h01, khoi phuc va phat trién luc
lwong, gop phan vio cude Tong tién cong va ndi day Xuan 1968

Do sy dan ap cua chinh quyén VNCH, trong thang 7-1966, PTCT ¢
Quang Tri tam ling. Pén thang 8-1966, DTCT tai Quang Tri tlep tuc
dién ra sbi ndi v6i viée phia cach mang ddy manh tuyén truyén, to
chirc hoc tap da kich cudc biu ctr s& dién ra vao ngay 11-9-1966 cua
chinh quyén VNCH. Sang thang 9-1966, phia cach mang t6 chirc dau
tranh chong bau ctr, chdng can quét bao vé mua mang, chéng don dan,
bt linh... V& van dé chdng bau ci, tai thi x4 Quang Tri, mac du chinh
quyén VNCH ra lénh gidi nghiém, bit bé nhimg ngudi chong dbi,
nhung “Hgi ciru nguy Phdt gi&o”, “Hoi cuiru nguy dan téc”, thanh nién,
hoc sinh van tién hanh rai truyén don, kéu goi ty chay bau cir, tuyét
thyue phan ddi chinh quyén Nguyén Vin Thiéu - Nguyén Cao Ky.

Tinh chung, trong thang 9-1966, trén dia ban toan tinh ¢ tat ca 70 cude
DTCT. Tuy nhién, phong trao DTCT trong thang 9-1966 dién ra “chira
déu, chuwa manh, chiea séi noz chua di kip vGi thang loi qudn sy’ Thang
11-1966, phia cach mang tiép tuc t6 chirc rai truyen don, tuyén truyén gido
duc quan ching chéng My, chéng chinh quyén VNCH, tuyén truyén
duong 16i ciia Mt trin DTGP MNVN, d4u tranh chong binh linh VNCH
ban phi phao vao cac thon xém, van dong binh si trd vé voi cach mang.
3.2.4. Doi dén sinh, dan chu

Tir cudi nam 1968 dén dau nam 1972, cac cip uy bang lanh dao nhén
dan dau tranh voi chinh quyén VNCH doi giai quyét cac van dé birc xtc
cua doi song, doi tro vé lang ctl, doi tu do di lai lam an, doi My rat quan
vé nudc, chdng ki niém Quoc khanh 1-11”, chéng Aam muu va hanh
dong binh dinh cép tbc, chéng ép budc vao phong vé dan sy, chéng thanh
loc, chéng di ngu tap trung, chdng hoc tap ““4 khéng”, chéng lap to hop
gia dinh, chéng bau ctr gian lan, van dong binh linh VNCH dung ve phia
cach mang. Pic biét, nhan chién thing Puong 9 - Nam Lao (12-2 dén
23-3-1971), phia cach mang huy dong 5.500 lugt ngudi tham gia déu
tranh, tuyén truyén vé hoa binh cho binh linh My va quan d6i VNCH.
Phong trao d4u tranh chong bét linh, pha rd phong vé dan su ciing dat
nhiéu két qua, 16i kéo duoc 218 phong vé dan su bo linh vé nha lam an.

Ngay 30-3-1972, cudc Tién cong chién lugc danh vao Quang Tri mé man,
ngay 1-5-1972, tinh Quang Tri dugc hoan toan giai phong (sau dé bi quan doi
VNCH téi chiém khu vuc phia Nam séng Thach Han). Tuy vdy, trong qué
trinh 1anh dao cach mang, can bd, dang vién con “xem nhe vin dé vin
dong qudn chiing déau tranh, vén dé té chire e hwong chinh tri (LLCT)”.
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3.2.5. Doi thi hanh Hlep dinh Paris, phéi hop véi lwe lwong vii
trang tham gia Tong tién cong va noi day Xuan 1975

Sau HD Paris (27-1-1973), Tinh Gy Quang Tri lanh dao nhan dan
dau tranh doi My va chinh quyén VNCH phai nghiém tc thi hanh HD.
Ngay 6-6-1973, tru s& lam viéc ctia Chinh phu cach mang 1am thoi
cong hoa MNVN dugc khanh thanh tai thon Tay Hoa (nay 1a khu phd
Tay Hoa, thi trin Cam L9). Trude tinh thé bi tin cong tir nhleu phia, ca
quén sy 1an chinh tri, &én chidu ngay 19-3-1975, chinh quyén va quan
d61 VNCH ¢ dia phuong rit chay, tinh Quang Tri hoan toan giai phong.

Chuwong 4
MOT SO NHAN XET, PANH GIA
VE PAU TRANH CHINH TRI O QUANG TRI
(1954 - 1975)

DTCT & Quang Trj trong cude khang chién chdng MY, ciru nuée
(1954 - 1975) dat dugc két qua thing loi hoan toan, gop phan truc
tiép vao sy nghiép giai phong mién Nam, théng nhit dat nudc; dé
lai nhitng nét riéng ctia mot dia phuong cip tinh trong viéc thuc
hién nhiém vy khang chién. Qua nghién ctru DTCT tai Quang Tri
(1954 - 1975), chung toi rit ra mdt s6 nhan xét, danh gia nhu sau:
4.1. Tinh chat

Dan tdc va dan sinh, dan chi l& hai nhiém vu co ban cua cach mang
mién Nam néi chung va DPTCT & Quang Tri noi riéng. Hai nhiém vu nay
duoc thyuc hién déng thoi, dan xen, hd trg 1an nhau.

4.2. Pic diém

DTCT & Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chéng My, i nudc (1954 -
1975) dién ra quyét liét trén ca ba ving chién lugc, quy mé rong 16n, hinh thirc
va bién phap dau tranh phong pht, da dang; két hop chit ché voi DBTCT ¢ Thira
Thién - Hué va cdch mang mién Nam, ¢6 sy hau thuan ciia mién Béc xa hoi
chii nghia va ving giai phong rong 16n, nhét 13 tir sau HD Paris (27-1-1973).
4.3. Vai tro

DTCT tai Quang Tri vai trd dac bi€t quan trong trong viée cb v, dong
vién nhan dan mién Nam khéang chlen chong My; gop phan day chinh quyén
VNCH lam vao khing hoang trién mién, lam chinh quyén VNCH tai dia
phuong bét luc trong mét s6 thoi diém, bude chinh quyén Trung wong phai
nhiéu lan thay di Tinh truong. Tir nhiéu dan chimg cu thé da duoc trinh bay
& chuong 2 va chuong 3, chiing ta c6 thé khing dinh rang: DTCT tai Quang
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Tri da hoan thanh t&t vai trd 14 mot trong hai miii tién cong bén canh d4u tranh
quén sy trong sudt cude khang chién chdng My, ciru nude (1954 - 1975), vai
tro nay thyc su ndi bt trong giai doan thtr nhét (tir sau khi ky HD Genéve 21-
7-1954 dén ndm 1965, thoi diém két thic chién lwoc “Chién tranh dic biét”).
4.4.Y nghia lich sir

DTCT tai Quang Tri chimg minh ong yéu nudc, tinh thin d4u tranh
anh diing, kién cuong cua nhan dan Quang Tri; khang dinh duo‘ng 16i
DTCT ding dén cua Pang cac cap, gop phan ning cao trinh do giac ngd
chinh tri cho nhan dén; 1am r6i loan hau phuong ctia chinh quyen VNCH,
tao diéu kién cho DTVT phat trién. Trong qua trinh t6 chirc, linh dao nhan
dan tinh nha DTCT, Dang bo Quang Trj cling boe 16 mot s6 han ché nhat
dinh..., nhimg han ché d6 dan duoc khic phuc dé dua cuge khang chién
chdng My, ctru nude (1954 - 1975) di dén thang loi cudi cing.
4.5. Mot s6 han ché

Bén canh nhitng thanh tich va théng loi to lon da dat duoc, trong
cong tac chi dao, 1anh dao PTCT cua Tinh uy Quang Tri van con c6 mot
$6 khuyét diém, han ché...

KET LUAN

1. Quang Tri nam ¢ dia dau gioi tuyén, 6 vi tri chién lugc hét strc quan
trong. Vi vy, My va chinh quyén VNCH tép trung xay dung ¢ Quang Tri
mot bo may thng tri manh vé quan sy 14n chinh tri. Nhiing chinh sach vé
cac mét chinh tri - quan sy, kinh té - x& hoi, van hoa - giao duc ma My ciing
vdi chinh quyén VNCH thyc hién & MNVN hau hét déu dugc trién khai ¢
Quang Tri. V& chinh tri - quan sy, M§ va chinh quyén VNCH chu truong
tang cuong xdy dung bd may thong tri va luc luong quan doi manh, thuc
hién chinh sach khung bé khéc liét nham kim kep va dan 4 ap phong trao dau
tranh cach mang cua quan chung nhan dan Quang Tri; vé kinh & - xa hi,
My ra stic vién trg' cho mién Nam ndi chung va Quang Tri ni rleng nham
tao ra cudc song d6 thi phon hoa, mua chudc “#rdi tim va khéi éc” ciia nong
dan & mlen ndi va néng thén dong bang; vé van hoa gido duc, My ting
cudng truyén ba vin hoa My vao Quéang Tri, kiém duyét bao chi chit chd va
thuc hién chinh sach ky thi ton gido dbi voi Phat gido, v.v...

2. Trong cudc khang chién chéng My, ctru nude (1954 - 1975), dudi sy
lanh dao cua Pang cac cap, nhin dan Quang Tri doan két du tranh chéng
moi Am mu, thu doan ciia My va chinh quyén VNCH trén ca ba viing chién
lugc: rimg niti, ndng thon dong bang va do thi. PTCT ¢ Quéang Tri dién ra sOi
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ndi, quyét liét, quy md rong 16n, sir dung nhiéu hinh thrc, bién phap ddu tranh
phong phu, linh hoat, sang tao va thu hut dugc moi giai cip, tang 16p xd hoi
trén dia ban tham gia. Do dic diém riéng ctia Quang Tri (Ia khu dém), dong
thoi quan triét chi truong, dudng 16i ciia Pang, trong giai doan 1954 - 1965,
DTCT & Quéang Tri dién ra s6i ndi, quyét liét: doi thi hanh Hiép dinh Genéve;
chdng chinh sach “t6 Céng”, phbi hop voi LLVT tién hanh “Péng khoi”
mién nui; doi dan sinh, dan chil va chéng pha “dp chién heoe”; ddi ti do tin
ngudng, binh ding t6n gido; chéng doc tai, quan phiét; chéng pha “dp tin
sinh””; phdi hop voi LLVT tién hanh “Pong khoi” ndng thén dong bang
1964 - 1965; DTCT chéng My va chinh quyén VNCH, doi dan chu, dan
sinh, doi thanh 1ap chinh phu dén sy (1965 - 1966). Trong khoang thoi gian
tur gitta nam 1966 den nam 1975, DTCT tiép tuc dién ra 501 noi song khong
theo kip su phat trién ciia PTVT, nhat 1a khi cac cudc tién cong 16n dién ra:
cudc Téng tién cOng va ndi day Tét Mau Than 1968, cudc Tién cong chién
luge nam 1972 va cude Tong tién cong va ndi diy Xuan 1975.

3. PTCT ctia nhan dan Quang Tri ¢ tinh chit dan toc va dan sinh,
dan cha dam nét. Trén linh vyc dan tdc, cac phong trao thu hit hau hét
cac giai téng xa hoi tai dia phuong tham gia nham chdng chinh quyén
VNCH, tién dén tryc tiép chong My bang nhiing hanh dong cu thé va
quyét liét nham giai phong mién Nam, théng nhat dat nudc.

Trén linh vyc dan sinh, nhan dén Quang Tri d4u tranh chéng dong gop
tién cua qua murc, chong bat di dinh dién, “dp chién luoc”, chéng cudp
doat ruéng dét, yéu cau chinh quyén VNCH cho phép nguoi dan dugc tu
do di lai budn ban, 1am an, thuc hién phu cip day du dbi voi dong bao di
cu, tién hanh cép phét gao ctru d6i cho dén, nhiing gia dinh kho khin duogc
vay tién dé t6 chirc san xut va sinh hoat, binh linh khong duoc ban pha
bira bii, néu gdy ra thiét hai thi phai boi thudng cho nguoi dan, nhan dan
duogc tu do tré Ve que cti; nhan dan Quang Tri cung yéu cau chinh quyen
cho ngu dan tu do ra khoi danh cé; dau tranh chdng linh My va quan d01
VNCH cudp boc, ham hiép phu nt, ban giét bira bai, rai chat doc hoa hoc,
phé hoai hoa mau, c4p thém tién ctia dé nhan dan 6n dinh cudc song,

Trén linh vuc dén chi, phong trao nham muc tiéu chéng du dang Cén lao,
chdng doc tai quan phiét, doi thanh Iap chinh phu dan sy va thanh 1ap Qudc
héi do dan bau cir tryc tiép, phan dbi sac luat 23/67 (18- -7-1967) v6i ndi dung
pht nhén Hién chuong cua Gido hdi Phét gido, doi quyen tu do ton gido, tin
ngudng, cac quyén ti do khac ctia cong dan, chng bit linh, don quan, chong
quan sy héa thanh nién; chong bt xau, chong kim kep, vo vét; chéng cudng ép
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1am t& va cudng ép vao céc t chie chinh trj phan dong; chéng thanh loc, chéng
di ngt1 tap trung, chéng t6 chic hoi hop nhiéu lan, chéng ché do lao ti ha khc,
doi tu do di lai 1am an bén ngoai, doi trd vé chd cii (néu bi gom), pha “dp chién
luge”’, “dp tn sinh”, “lhu dinh dién””; chong chia 18, ira phinh dong bao dan
toc thidu s, phong toa hodc pha hoai kinh té vung ring nui; bao vé sinh mang,
tai san clia minh; xay dung cac t chre ¢6 1oi cho cach mang, v.v...

Muc tiéu dan toc va déan sinh, dan chii dan xen véi nhau trong cac khau
hiéu d4u tranh ctia nhan dan. Qua phong trao, ¥ thirc gidc ngd chinh tri cia
quin ching nhin din ngy cang dwoc ning cao, tir chdng chinh quyén
VNCH, nhan dan Quang Tri tién dén chong My truc tiép, dic biét 1 tir khi
quan My dd quan Xuong dia phuong nay. Chinh vi I€ d6, nhiém vu dan toc
ngay cang tr& nén ndi trdi hon so véi nhiém vu dan sinh, dén chu.

4. DTCT ¢ Quang Tri thé hién 16 mbi quan hé doan két, gin bo chit ché
giita nhan dan hai tinh Quang Tri va Thira Thién - Hué trong cudc khang chién
chéng My xam lugc. Bén canh d6, phong trao con co mdi lién hé méat thiét véi
cach mang mién Nam ciing nhu cach mang ca nude, duoc sy hau thuan va phéi
hop dau tranh tnye tiép ciia nhan dan mién Bic va ving giai phong rong 16n
nhat 13 sau HD Paris (27-1-1973). Mi sy kién dAu tranh ctia nhan dén Quang
Tri déu duoc nhan dan ca nudc quan tam, theo doi, dong vién va chia s¢.
Phong trao cach mang Quang Tri phat trién lam giam ap lyc cho khu vyc
Vinh Linh, Thira Thién - Hué va ving Quang Nam - Pa Néng, giit Vung hanh
lang chién lugc cta cach mang Pong Duong. Qua d4u tranh, ¥ thirc gidc ngd
va ban [inh chinh tri cia nhan dan Quang Tri ngay cang dugc nang cao.

So voi mot sé dia phuong khéc trén ca nude, DPTCT ¢ Quang Tri ¢o
mot sd dic diém riéng nhu két hop rat chat chd voi PTCT & Thira
Thién - Hué, c6 sy hau thuin truc tiép cia mién Béc xa hoi chii nghia
va vung giai phong rong 16m, nhat la tir sau Hiép dinh Paris (27-1-1973);
mdt sO sy kién du tranh dién ra rat sém so véi cac dia phuong khac nhu doi
hiép thuong tdng tuyén cir théng nhit dat nude, huong Gmg sém nhit phong
trao du tranh doi tw do tin ngudng, binh dang ton gido khoi phat tir Hué,..

DTCT ¢ Quang Tri trong cudc khang chién chong My, ctru nude (1954 -
1975) ¢6 ¥ nghifa lich str sdu sic: chimg minh long yéu nude, tinh thin d4u tranh
anh diing, kién cudng cua nhan dén Quang Tri; khing dinh duong 16 PTCT
dlng d4n coa bang cac cap, gop phan nang cao trinh d¢ giac ngd chinh tri cho
nhan dén; 1am rdi loan hau phuong ctia chinh quyén VNCH, tao diéu kién cho
DTVT phit trién; dé lai nhidu bai hoc lich str quy bau, nhiing bai hoc d6 van
con mang nhiéu gia tri thyc tién to 16n ddi véi nhan dan Quéang Tri ciing nhur
nhén dan ca nudc trong cong cude xay dung va bao vé T6 qubc hién nay.
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Bén canh nhiing thanh tich va théng loi to 16n da dat dugc, trong cong tac
chi dao, lanh dao DTCT ciia Tinh iy Quang Tri van con ¢ mot $0 khuyét
diém, han ché: Ngay sau khi HD Geneve dugc ky két (21-7-1954), can bo
lanh dao phong trao khong thiy hét am muu lau dai va toan dién cia My va
Ngb Dinh Diém, khéng nim vimg chii truong d4u tranh méi cia Dang nén
viéc lanh dao quﬁn chung dAu tranh chéng dich vi pham HP ¢6 m6t s0 sai
1dm nghiém trong, din dén phong trao quan chiing bi giam sit. Bén canh do,
van dé ruong dat cua néng dan chua dugc dét ra dang muc, loi ich thiét than
hang ngay cua quan ching nhén dan chua dugc chu trong. Pén nam 1959, co
s t0 chiic van con rat non yéu, chua du kha nang lam nong ct cho phong
trao DTCT, lyc luong can bg, dang vién it, chua du strc lanh dao phong trao.
Sang thang 2-1961, & ddng bang, viéc tuyén truyén tuyén ngdn ctia Mt trén
DTGP MNVN chua su rong, viéc tAn cong chinh tri vao chinh quyén
VNCH tai thén x3 con rét yéu, cong tac binh van chua dugc chii trong.

Trong 3 thang 4, 5, 6 nam 1966, DTCT con nhiéu mdt yéu, chua tap hop
duoc Iyc luong quan ching dong dao, nhat 1 quan chiing co ban, lyc luong
cach mang chua phat trién manh. Danh gia vé DTCT trong nira cubi nim
1966, Tinh Gy Quang Tri cho rang trong thoi gian nay, kha nang DTCT ctia
quan chiing nhan dan ¢6 nhiéu, béi canh lich sir thuan loi, nhung cong tac
lanh dao ciia Tinh ity con nhiéu nhuge diém nén phong trao dau tranh chua
cao, chua quyét liét, chua di song song véi PTVT. Sang nam 1967, can bo
cach mang van chua phat huy cao do kha nang DTCT dé bao vé hang ngy
quyén loi ciia quan chung, bao vé nhimg thanh qua cach mang ma quéan
chung da gianh duogc..., chua dit van dé moi hoat dong quan sy, an ninh,
tuyén truyén huoéng Véo phuc vu chinh tri, phuc vu qu?ln ching, xay dung
co sO cach mang & cac thon x6m chua déu va chua manh.

Trong cudc Tong tién cong va ndi diy Tét Mau Than 1968, tai thi xa
Quang Tri, viéc ndi ddy clia quan ching nhan dén tai chd dé phéi hop voi don
quan sy hau nhu khéng dién ra. Trong cude Tién cong chién luge nam 1972
va cudc Tong tién cong va ndi day Xuan 1975, khi LLVT tdn cong manh vao
Quang Tri, vén dé van dong quan ching dAu tranh va to chirc LLCT con bi
xem nhe nén dan dén LLCT chua phdi hop hiéu qua v6i LLVT.

45 nam da tréi qua ké tir ngay mién Nam hoan toan giai phong
(1975 - 2020), dat nudc tron niém vui thong nhat. Luan an & chimg muyc
nhét dinh da g6p thém tu licu vé mot giai doan d4u tranh oanh liét, hao huing
cta nhan dan Quéang Tri anh diing, kién cuong, bt khuat. Chung i hi vong
ndi dung ciia ludn an s& c6 dong gop thiét thuc vao viée gido duc truyén thong
yéu nudc cho thé hé tré trén dia ban Quang Tri hom nay va mai sau.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Rationale

In the Resistance War against the United States (US) for National Salvation
(1954 - 1975), political struggle along with military and diplomatic struggles
played a very important role to reach the decisive victory. This was a big issue of
the southern revolution in the period of 1954 - 1975, which grabbed the attention
and interest of national and international researchers. Several remarkable
achievements from the studies have been officially acknowledged.

Quang Tri in the Resistance War against the US was located at the northem
frontier of the Republic of Vietnam (RVN), close to the socialist North. It was an
exceptionally important battlefield, one of the most intense skirmishes between
revolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces, one of the fiercest battlefields. This
place also witnessed the pain of separation of the country for more than 20 years. For
the US and the RVN, South Vietham was the outpost to stop the spread of
communism to Southeast Asia. Therefore, the US and the RVN established a strong
political-military systermn in Quang Tri to stop the North's support to the South and they
were ready to "Backiill the Ben Hai River"', when necessary, to invade the North.

Surmounting dangers and hardships, under the leadership of the Party at all
levels, the army and people of Quang Tri fought bravely and tenaciously, at the
same time, the political struggle vigorously and drastically took place, and
deservedly contributed to the liberation of the South and unification of the nation.
Therefore, the in-depth study and full understanding of the political struggle in
Quang Tri (PSQT) will clarify the factors that bring the Resistance War against
the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975) to victory. The study of political
struggles in Quang Tri during the Resistance War against the US (1954 - 1975)
has a profound scientific and practical significance.

In terms of scientific values, the study of PSQT during the Resistance War
against the US (1954 - 1975) helps us understand the domination policy of the US
and RVN in Quang Tri; political struggle guidelines and policies of the Party at all
levels; objectives, forms and measures of political struggle, scale, force, contents,
results, impacts of the political struggles in Quang Tri which contributed to clarify
the motto "Two maxims, three spearheads”, "three spearhead-attack”, "three
strategic areas™; summary and evaluation of contributions of Quang Tri's army and
people to the revolutionary movement throughout the South; this is also the first
systematic study on the PSQT during the Resistance War against the America.



In terms of practical values, the thesis provides additional materials and contributes
to the study of the history of the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation
(1954 - 1975) in general, and of the Resistance War against the US in Quang Tri in
particular. At the same time, history teachers at all levels in Quang Tri can apply the thesis
content into the history lessons in the locality to foster patriotism and pride in the
motherland in the younger generations of Quang Tri province at present and in the future.

For those reasons, the research interest of ““Political struggle in Quang Tri
during the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975)”
was chosen as the topic for the Doctoral thesis in Vietnamese History.

2. Subject and scope of the research
2.1. Research subject

The research subject of the thesis is the political struggle of Quang Tri peaple
during the Resistance War against the US (1954 - 1975), in which, attention is
confined on studying the impact factors, causes, developments, goals, forces,
forms, measures and results of typical movements as well as the nature,
characteristics, role and historical significance of the PSQT from 1954 to 1975.
2.2. Research scope

In terms of location, the thesis focuses on researching PSQT (except Vinh Linh
district) in close relationship with the Southern revolution.

In terms of time, the thesis focuses on the limited period of time from 1954 to
1975, namely from the Geneva Accords (July 21, 1954) to the liberation of the
entire Quang Tri (March 19, 1975). However, in the event that some contents
need clarifications, the study may extend its time to the previous stages.

3. Aims and objectives of the research
3.1. Aims of the research

The thesis reproduces the political struggle in three strategic areas: urban, rural
deltas and mountainous areas in Quang Tri during the Resistance War against the
US. Thereby, confirming the role and position of the PSQT during the Resistance
War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975).

3.2. Objectives of the research

- To analyze factors affecting the political struggle (geographic and strategic
location, an overview of population characteristics, natural conditions, socio-
economic situation in the period of 1954 - 1975, patriotic and revolutionary
traditions of the people of Quang Tri before July 21, 1954, the policies of the US
and the RVN, the leadership and direction of the Party at all levels to the PSQT
during the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975)).

- To objectively and honestly reproduce the process of PSQT during the
Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975).
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- To analyze and interpret the nature, characteristics, role and historical significance of the
PSQT during the Resistance War agginst the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975).
4. Research Methodology and Source materials
4.1. Research methodology

The thesis applies historical and logical methods to restore the panorama of the
PSQT during the Resistance War against the US (1954 - 1975). In addition, the
thesis also uses a number of other interdisciplinary research methods such as
analysis, synthesis, comparison, etc. to draw scientific and accurate conclusions.
4.2. Source materials

To make this thesis possible, we approach and use a variety of source materials. In
particular, we focus on referencing documents kept at the Vietnam National Archives,
Center No. 11, Ho Chi Mlinh city, Records and Archives Management Departrment of the
People's Committee of Thua Thien Hue province, Office of Thua Thien Hue Provincial
Party Committee, Ho Chi Minh Museum of Thua Thien Hue province, General Library
of Thua Thien Hue province, Office for Party History Research and Office of Quang Tri
Provincial Party Committee, Quang Tri Museum, Quang Tri Library, etc. These sources
include records, reports, directives, resolutions, plans, govermment announcements,
staterments, manifests, recommendations, etc. This thesis can be completed thanks to
these main source materials. In addition, we also conduct interviews with historical
witnesses and field surveys in areas and sites where political struggle activities took place.
5. Contributions of the thesis

Firstly, the thesis is a systematic and relatively comprehensive scientific research on
the political struggle of Quang Tri people in the Resistance War against the US for
National Salvation (1954 - 1975). The thesis clarifies the factors affecting the PSQT, in
which, concentrating on analyzing policies and schemes of the America and RVN to
repel the revolutionary movement in Quang Tri from 1954 to 1975; at the same time, the
thesis also focuses on researching the counter-tactics of the Central Committee of the
Workers' Party of Vietnam, Party Committee of Inter-Region No. IV, Party Committee
of Inter-Region No. V, Party Committee of Tri-Thien Inter-province, Party Committee
Tri - Thien - Hue region and the Party Committee of Quang Tri province against the
policies and schemes of the America and RVN. The thesis compiles and analyzes
relevant documents, thereby restores and fully and systematically reflects the objectives,
forms, measures and developments, nature and historical significance regarding the
contribution of the political struggles in Quang Tri to the southem revolutionary
movement in the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975).

Secondly, the thesis is a reference source for the teaching and learning of history
in the locality, which contributes to the education of patriotic and revolutionary



traditions for the people of Quang Tri province, especially for young generations at
present and in the future.
6. Structure of the thesis

The thesis has 160 pages, excluding the appendix. In addition to the introduction
(5 pages), conclusions (4 pages), references (18 pages), table of contents (3 pages),
the content of the thesis is divided into four chapters:
Chapter 1. Literature review (17 pages)
Chapter 2. Political struggle in Quang Tri from 1954 to 1965 (44 pages)
Chapter 3. Political struggle in Quang Tri from 1965 to 1975 (41 pages)

Chapter 4. Comments about the political struggle in Quang Tri (1954 - 1975) (28 pages).

Chapter 1
LITERATURE REVIEW

1.1. Overview of studies related to thesis topic

There are many published studies relating to the thesis topic and their authors
can be divided into two main groups as follows:
1.1.1. Group of studies on political struggle in South Vietnam during the
Resistance War against the US for National Salvation

- Studies on the political struggle in the whole South Vietnam: Doan Them and
his works: The past 20 years - Everyday work (1945 - 1964); 1965 - Everyday
work; 1966 - Everyday work; 1967 - Everyday work; 1968 - Everyday work;
1969 - Everyday work; Tran Van Giau (1964 - 1978), The South holds the
fatherland's iron bulwark, 5 volumes (volume 1 - 1964, volume 2 - 1966, volume
3 - 1968, volume 4 - 1970, volume 5 - 1978), Social Sciences PH, Ha Noi
(Reprinted in 2006 in Tran Van Giau’s Collection); Cao Van Luong (1977),
South Vietnamese workers in the Resistance War against the US for National
Salvation 1954 - 1975, Social Sciences PH, Ha Noi; Quynh Cu (1980), “Study on
the “political army” of the masses in the Southern revolution (1954 - 1975)”,
Journal of Historical Studies, Vol. 3; Nguyen Lang (1994), Discourse on History
of Vietnam Buddhism, volume Ill, Literature PH, Hanoi; National Steering
Committee on War Summary under the Politouro (1996), Summary of the
Resistance War against the US for National Salvation, Victories and Lessons,
National Political PH, Hanoi; Trinh Nhu (Editor) (1998), History of the farmer
movement and the Vietnam Farmers' Association from 1930 to 1995, National
Political Publishing House, Hanoi; Tran Thi Thu Huong (2003), Leadership of the
Party in the struggle against the "Grand National Policy" known as Strategic
Hamlet Program of the US and the RVN in South Vietnam (1961 - 1965),
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National Political PH, Hanoi; Institute of History (2017), History of Viethamese
(first edition), Social Sciences PH, Hanoi.

Besides the domestic studies, there are quite a few studies conducted by foreign
researchers referring to the roles of the political struggle in the South: Jerrold
Schecter (1967), The New Face of Buddha, John Weatherhill, Tokyo; Avro
Manhattan (1984), ““Vietnam why did We go?””, Chick publications, USA; Neil
Sheehan (many translators, introduced and edited by Le Minh Duc) (1990), A
Bright Shining Lie, Ho Chi Minh City PH; Robert S. McNamara (1995), In
Retrospect: The Tragedy and Lessons of Vietnam, National Political PH, Hanoi;
Thomas L. Ahern (2000), CIA and the House of Ngo: Covert Action in South
Vietnam, 1954 - 1963, U.S.A; Gabrien Kolko (translated by Nguyen Tan Cuu)
(2003), Anatomy of a war, People's Army PH, Hanoi; Edward Miller (2016),
Misalliance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the US, and the Fate of South Vietnam, Su That
(Truth) National Political PH, Hanoi; etc.

- Studies on political struggle in each locality of the South: Ho Huu Nhut (1986), The
anti-American movement of teachers, students, college students in Saigon - Cho Lon -
Gia Dinh, Doctoral thesis in History, Institute of Educational Science, Hanoi; Nguyen
Dinh Thong (1994), The political struggle of revolutionary soldiers in Con Dao prison
(1955 - 1975), Doctoral thesis in History, Institute of Marxism and Leninism under the
Central Committee, Hanoi; Bui Thi Thu Ha (2002), An Giang Hoahaoist compatriots in
the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975); Phi Van Thuc
(2006), Leadership of the Party in the political struggle in some big cities in the South
from 1961 to 1968, Doctoral thesis in Party History, Ho Chi Minh National Academy of
Politics, Hanoi; Huynh Thi Liem (2006), The struggles of sabotage and destruction
against Strategic Hamlet Program in the Southeast region of the South Vietnam (1961 -
1965), Doctoral thesis in History, Ho Chi Minh City National University; Bui Van Toan
(2012), The process of organizing and training militant forces of revolutionary soldiers at
Con Dao Prison from 1957 to 1975, Doctoral thesis in Scientific History, University of
Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam National University, Ho Chi Minh City; Le
Quy Thi (2013), Political Struggle in Saigon - Gia Dinh (1969 - 1975), Doctoral thesis in
History, Military History Institute of Vietnam, Ministry of Defense, Hanoi; Tran Thi Lan
(2014), The political struggle in the Central Highlands during the Resistance War
against the US from 1961 to 1968, Doctoral thesis in History, University of Education,
Hue University; Many authors (2015), History of Hue urban movement 1954 - 1975, Tre
PH, Ho Chi Minh City; Nguyen Trung Trieu (2018), Palitical struggle in Khanh Hoa
during the Resistance War against the US (1954 - 1975), Doctoral thesis in History,
University of Education, Hue University; Tu Anh Nguyet (2019), The Political struggle



in Quang Nam - Da Nang during the Resistance War against the US from 1954 to 1965,
Doctoral thesis in History, University of Education, Hue University.

1.1.2. Group of studies on PSQT during the Resistance War against the US
for National Salvation

- Studies on factors affecting the PSQT: Executive Board of the Party
Committee of Quang Tri province (1996), History of Quang Tri Party
Committee, Volume 1 (1930 - 1954), National Political PH, Hanoi; Tran Van Luc
(2016), Party Committee of Tri - Thien - Hue region in the Resistance War
against the US for National Salvation from 1966 to 1975, Doctoral thesis in Party
History, Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics, Hanoi.

- Studies on political struggle forces in Quang Tri: Tue Giac (1964), Vietnam -
History of Buddhism struggles , Hoa Nghiem PH, Sai Gon; Le Cung (1997),
Buddhism Movement in South Vietnam in 1963, Doctoral thesis in Scientific History,
University of Education, Vietnam National University, Hanoi; Le Cung (2014),
Buddhism Movement in South Vietnam (1964 - 1968), Thuan Hoa PH, Hue; Labor
Federation of Quang Tri province (1998), History of worker and union movements in
Quang Tri province (1929 - 1995), Labour PH, Hanoi; Vietnam Farmers' Union of
Quang Tri province (2000), The revolutionary struggle tradition of the peasantry and
Farmers' Union of Quang Tri province 1930 - 2000, Quang Tri; Executive Board of
the Women's Union of Quang Tri (2007), History of feminist movement in Quang Tri
province, Thuan Hoa PH, Hue; Party Committee of Quang Tri province - Department
of Propaganda and Training (2009), History of patriotic and revolutionary struggle in
Quang Tri prison, National Political PH, Hanoi.

- Studies referring to PSQT: Executive Board of the Party Committee of Quang Tri
province (1974), Events in Party History (1954 - 1973), Quang Tri; Institute of
Marxism - Leninism - Institute of Party History (1985), Events in Party History
(volume 11), Theoretical Information PH, Hanoi; Committee of War Summary on Tri
- Thien - Hue battlefield (1985) Tri - Thien - Hue battlefield in the victorious Resistance
War against the US for National Salvation, Thuan Hoa PH, Hue; Propaganda and
Training Section of the Party Committee of Quang Tri province (1990), Quang Tri, 60
years of historical journeys, Quang Tri Department of Culture and Information;
Executive Board of the Party Committee of Quang Tri province (1999), History of
Quang Tri Party Committee (1954 - 1975), volume 1, National Political PH, Hanoi;
Party Committee of Quang Tri province - Commission for Mass Mohilization (2007),
History of Mass Mohilization of the Party Committee of Quang Tri province (1930 -
2005), National Political PH, Hanoi; Nguyen Tien Luc (2008), The political struggles
in the Resistance War against the US in Quang Tri, during 1954 — 1963, Master’s
thesis in Scientific History, University of Sciences, Hue University; Le Hong Son
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(2012), The political struggles in Quang Tri in the Resistance War against the US,
during 1965 — 1968, Master’s thesis in Scientific History, University of Sciences, Hue
University; Hoang Chi Hieu (2012), Demiilitarized zone - 17th parallel north in the
Resistance War against the US for National Salvation during 1954 - 1967, Doctoral
thesis in History, University of Education, Hue University; Le Cung (Editor) (2015),
Regarding the Southem urban movement in the Resistance War against the US (1954
- 1975), Ho Chi Minh City General PH; In addition, there are a number of books about
Party history belonging to localities in the province, etc.

The above studies have provided us with many valuable documents, reliable
judgments about the PSQT, which practically gave us ideas when we carried out
the thesis.

1.2. Research interests

In general, many research papers, doctoral theses, master's theses, research
topics directly or indirectly related to the political struggle in the Resistance
War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975) have been published.
However, the PSQT from the end of July 1954 to March 19, 1975 has not
been fully, comprehensively and systematically studied. Due to the influence
of the research and scope of the study, the research papers and articles have
mainly referred to political struggle in big cities in the South such as Saigon,
Hue, Da Nang, and Nha Trang; Besides, there have been some doctoral theses
that conduct in-depth research on political struggle in some other localities in
the South. The PSQT in the Resistance War against the US for National
Salvation (1954 - 1975), has only been referred to in a small number of
Master's theses, and these theses have only studied about each specific period
of the political struggle. Moreover, due to insufficiency in source materials
accessibility, conclusions drawn from such theses are not convincing.
Especially, there is limited comparison among the PSQT with those of other
localities to draw specific characteristics.

From this viewpoint, the thesis is to clarify the following issues:

Firstly, on the basis of updating and researching source materials from
various sides (especially the archives), this thesis focuses on systematic
interpretation of conspiracy and domination measures that the US and the RVN
conducted in Quang Tri from the end of 1954 to the beginning of 1975. In-depth
research will be done on policies such as "anti-communist denunciation
campaign", 'strategic hamlet program™ - "new life hamlet program' and many
other measures of the US and the RVN on military, politics - ideology,
economy - society and culture - education, etc. Based on these, we will clarify



the malicious schemes of the US and the RVN in all three strategic areas:
mountainous, rural deltas and urban areas in Quang Tri.

Secondly, clarify the guidelines and direction of the Central Committee of
Workers' Party of Vietnam, Party Committee of Inter-Region No. 1V, Party
Committee of Inter-Region No. V, Party Committee of Tri-Thien inter-province,
Party Committee of Tri - Thien - Hue region and Party Committee of Quang Tri
province in the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975),
from which, we can perceive the judiciousness and creativity in the direction of the
Party at all levels, and at the same time, become aware of the limitations and
shortcomings in the leadership and organization of political struggle.

Thirdly, reproduce detailedly and completely the political struggle of Quang Tri
people from the end of 1954 to the beginning of 1975, such as the political
struggle against the nepotism and theocracy dictatorship of Ngo Dinh Diem (late
1954 - late 1963); political struggle against the America, the military government
of Nguyen Khanh, and the civilian government of Tran Van Huong (late 1963 -
middle 1965); political struggle against the America and Nguyen Van Thieu -
Nguyen Cao Ky’s regime (middle 1965 - early 1975).

We had a thorough look into specific aspects in terms of the goals, leadership,
participating forces, struggle development, historical significance and especially
the limitations of such struggles. Outstanding features of the PSQT are drawn out
by making comparison with the political struggle in other localities in the South
during the same period, and by olbserving the creativity of the Party at all levels
and Quang Tri people in the political struggle. The fundamental role of the
political struggle for a province of demarcation line in particular and the southemn
revolution in general in the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation
(1954 - 1975) is demonstrated and affirmed.

Chapter 2
POLITICAL STRUGGLE IN QUANG TRI
FROM 1954 TO 1965

2.1. Factors affecting political struggle in Quang Tri
2.1.1. Natural and socic-economic situation of Quang Tri (1954 - 1975)
2.1.1.1. Natural conditions

Quang Tri in the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975)
was located at the frontier of the RVN, with a particularly important geostrategic position;
natural area: 4,741 knr?, population: 299,713 peaple (in 1967); the East borders East Sea;
the West borders Lacs; the North borders special district of Vinh Linh of the Democratic
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Republic of Vietnam; the South borders Thua Thien Hue province. The topography of
Quang Tri is lower from the West down to the East and the Southeast. In terms of the
climate, Quang Tri is located in the tropical monsoon region.

2.1.1.2. Socio-economic situation

During the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 -
1975), under the management of the RVN, Quang Tri's economy was in a very
difficult situation, as it was still an outdated agricultural economy and mainly
depended on American aid. In Quang Tri province, there were three main ethnic
groups: Kinh, Bru, and Pacoh. Quang Tri people had traditions of dutifulness and
fondness for leaming; creativity in productive labor; solidarity, mutual affection,
helping each cther in life and in production, especially when unexpected events,
such as wars, natural disasters or epidemics took place. Quang Tri was also a land
of historical, cultural, patriotic and revolutionary traditions.

2.1.2. Patriotic and revolutionary traditions of the Quang Tri people before
the Geneva Accords (July 21, 1954)

In 1858, the French colonialists began their invasion to Vietnam, Quang Tri
people together with the people throughout the nation stood up against the French.
In 1930, the Party Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam in Quang Tri
province was established. Under the leadership of the Communist Party of
Vietnam (from October 1930, renamed to Indochinese Communist Party) and the
Provincial Party Committee, Quang Tri people together with the people
throughout the nation conducted three revolutionary climaxes: the revolutionary
movement from 1930 to 1931, the democratic movement from 1936 to 1939, and
the national liberation movement from 1939 to 1945. The August Revolution of
1945 was successful, opening a new era in the nation's history.

Response to “The call for national resistance’” of President Ho Chi Minh
(December 19, 1946), the Party Committee and people of Quang Tri together
with the people throughout the nation stood up against the French to defend
national independence. During the nine years of resistance, the army and people of
Quang Tri won many achievements, creating conditions for our army’s victory in
Dien Bien Phu (May 7, 1954), forcing the French colonialists to sign the Geneva
Accords (July 21, 1954), ending the war in Indochina.

2.1.3. Policies of the US and the RVN in Quang Tri from 1954 to 1965
2.1.3.1. Palitical and military situation

At the end of 1954, Ngo Dinh Diem and Ngo Dinh Nhu formed the
"Personalist Labor Revolutionary™ Party and chose "Personalism’ as the Party's
ideology. In order to legalize the RVN regime, on October 23, 1955, the US
supported Ngo Dinh Diem to conduct a referendum to depose Bao Dai and make
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Ngo Dinh Diem the President. Ngo Dinh Diem held a separate National
Assembly election on March 4, 1956 and promulgated the Constitution on
October 26, 1956, establishing "The First Republic "*. Under the rule of Ngo Dinh
Diem, governors of Quang Tri province were all Christians.

In 1958, the RVN divided Quang Tri into 7 districts and 86 communes. In
order to eliminate the Communists in the South, the RVN conducted the “anti-
communist denunciation campaign”. At the end of November 1961, the RVN
began implementing the "Strategic Hamlet Program’ in 4 pilot villages. In early
March 1962, the governor of Quang Tri province convened a meeting to discuss
the preparation of "Strategic Hamlet Program™ in the whole province. After the
coup detat on November 01, 1963, a series of key human resources of the RVN
in Quang Tri were replaced.

On August 16, 1964, Nguyen Khanh introduced the "Vung Tau Charter",
which was actually a plan to establish a military dictatorship. On October 31,
1964, Phan Khac Suu appointed Tran Van Huong to be the Prime Minister and a
civilian government was established. In the morning of January 27, 1965, Nguyen
Khanh launched a coup detat and dissolved the civilian government of Tran Van
Huong. On February 16, 1965, Nguyen Khanh appointed a new cabinet led by
Phan Huy Quat as Prime Minister. Three days later (February 19, 1965), Nguyen
Khanh was overthrown and exiled abroad.

In terms of military, in 1955, the RVN arranged a regiment of the 1st Division,
10 security companies, 50 civil guard platoons, 3 police companies in Quang Tri.
Before the "Dong Khoi" movement in the rural deltas (July 5, 1964), in Quang
Tri, the Army of the Republic of Vietham (ARVN) had 2 infantry regiments, 2
artillery battalions, 1 mechanized battalion, 12 security companies, 92 civil guard
platoons and 5,600 youth militias.
2.1.3.2. Socio-economic situation

Carried out policies of the White House, in January 1955, the RVN
implemented the "Land Reform™ program. In April 1957, the US and the
RVN conducted the Land Development Program. In Quang Tri, in addition to
forcing people to work in Land Development Centers located in Central
Highlands and the South, the RVN also established a number of centers in the
locality. Besides, the RVN also set out the ““Rural Community Development
Program’ in the rural areas. In terms of infrastructure, the RVN mobilized
people to repair and build new roads. In terms of taxes, the RVN paid special
attention to the policy of increasing taxes. After the collapse of Ngo Dinh
Diem's regime (November 1, 1963), in Quang Tri, until February 25, 1964,
the RVN had established only 403 "Strategic Hamlets".
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2.1.3.3. Cultural and educational situation

Regarding culture, the US and the RVN tried to propagate anti-Communism and
implerment the policy of religious discrimination, firstly Buddhism. Regarding education,
the school system at all levels in the province was gradually improved by the RVN.
2.1.4. Political struggle policy of the Workers' Party of Vietnam

On September 6, 1954, the Politburo issued a Resolution on the tasks of the Party
in the South during the new period. In January 1959, the Central Resolution No. 15
was issued, advocating a revolution to seize the power to the people. Immediately
after the “Concerted Uprising” ("Dong Khoi"' movement) (1959 - 1960) in the
South on November 11, 1960, the Politburo called the Party Committee of Inter-
Region No. V and directed them to combine political struggle with armed struggle.
When the US implemented the ““Special War™ at the end of 1962, the Politburo
emphasized and clarified the importance of the political struggle.

In the context of the strong development of the Southern Buddhist movement
for religious freedom and anti-religious discrimination in mid-1963, on August 22,
1963, the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam (NLFSV) issued a
statement showing their vehement opposition against the RVN regime. After the
coup d’état against Ngo Dinh Diem's regime (November 1, 1963), in December
1963, the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Vietnam met at the 9th
Conference to determine to flexibly combine the political struggle with armed
struggle depending on each region and period.

Thoroughly grasping the guidelines of the Central Committee of the Party, the Party
Committee of Inter-Region No. IV, the Party Committee of Inter-Region No. V and the
Party Committee of Tri-Thien Interprovince, the Party Committee of Quang Tri
province promptly set out specific guidelines, which were suitable for the local situation.
2.2. Contents of the PSQT from 1954 to 1965
2.2.1. Demanding implementation of the Geneva Accords and protesting
against the "‘anti-communist denunciation campaign'*

Immediately after the Geneva Accords (July 21, 1954%), the movement of
fighting for the general election erupted all over the province. On October 23,
1955, the US supported Ngo Dinh Diem to conduct a “referendum® to depose
Bao Dai and make Ngo Dinh Diem the President. People in many localities in the
Quang Tri province boycotted and protested the general election in various forms.
By the end of 1957, officials and members if the Party were still actively clinging
to the land, the people, and steadfastly building revolutionary forces. In early 1958,

L. Previously, July 20, 1954 was chosen to sign the Accords.
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the revolutionary movement gradually recovered. In the whole province, there
were some struggles of the masses against the compulsory contribution of money,
conscription, and the acts of land-grabbing, forcing peaple to work as coolie or at
Culia Land Development (Cam Lo). There were also demands for the resolution of
famine and freedom of traveling to work.

2.2.2. Coordinating with the armed forces to conduct a “Concerted Uprising”
in the mountainous areas

Under the enlightenment of Resolution No. 15 (dated January 1959), the people
of Quang Tri and the South stood up against the US and the RVN. Frightened by
the rapid development of the revolutionary movement, on May 6, 1959, the RVN
promulgated the Law No. 10/59 to ruthlessly murder these patriots. Those policies
could not suppress the struggles of Quang Tri peaple. By the end of 1959, many
struggles of the masses still went on.

In Huong Hoa, from late 1959 to early 1960, the RVN regime was almost
disintegrated, Regional Forces only kept guard on certain locations. In 1960, the
“Concerted Uprising™ in the mountainous areas of Huong Hoa grew vigorously.
Thanks to this movement, several villages and communes were initially liberated,
including 3 communes of Nam Huong Hoa, 5 villages of Ba Long and some
villages of Hai Phuc commune (Hai Lang).

2.2.3. Demanding welfare of the people, democracy and sabotages of
“Strategic Hamlets”

In January 1961, throughout the province, struggles fought against the RVN's
acts of forcing people to attend meetings and leaming sessions about
"Presidential" election. In 1961, revolutionary forces dispersed leaflets in the
deltas and sub-mountainous areas in the province, with contents of sabotaging
presidential and vice presidential elections, calling for the people of the South to
support the NLFSV and rebel against the RVN regime.

In the South of the Demilitarized Zone, the political struggle took place in
various forms such as struggle against repression, terrorism; against the plan of
bamboo planting along the southem bank of Ben Hai River; against fencing
villages to build "Strategic Hamlets"; against illegal intrusion activities; sent
demands on expanding the exchange of correspondence and postcards; requested
the RVN to conduct hunger relief; etc.

In November 1962, the revolutionary forces organized a number of sabotages
against the "Strategic Hamlets" in Giap Hau village (Hai Truong), Tan My (Hai
Le), Tram (Hai Son), etc. In the first 6 months of 1963, the Quang Tri people
concentrated on the political struggle "against fencing villages, herding the people
into 'Strategic Hamlets', terrorism, ‘anti-communist denunciation campaign’,
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forest ban, forced labor at Land Development Centers, conscription, etc. and
oppression against Buddhist compatriots™.
2.24. Demanding freedom of belief and religious equality

Prominent among the PSQT was the Buddhist movement against the RVN
regime demanding freedom of belief and religious equality. The movement began
in the beginning of May 1963. On the evening of May 8, 1963, the RVN
conducted a bloody persecution against Buddhist compatriots at Hue Radio
Station, killed eight Buddhists and injured many. On May 10, 1963, Buddhist
monks and nuns organized a rally at Tu Dam Pagoda (Hue), issued a 5-desire
manifesto, and demanded the RVN to implement the policy of freedom of belief
and religious equality. On June 1, 1963, nearly 10,000 Buddhists monks and nuns,
followers of Quang Tri town and surrounding areas held a large-scale protest
march to the Governor's palace to forward the petition: "'Demand the Government
to address the five desires of Buddhists."

At night of the 20" and dawn of the 21% of August 1963, the RVN conducted
the "Operation Flood "', imposed curfews, and attacked Buddhist temples across
the South. In Quang Tri town, at 4am on August 21, 1963, the Information
Department announced the curfew hours. At 5 am, the RVN police broke into
Tinh Hoi pagoda, arrested 42 Buddhist monks and nuns, and brought them to the
Police Department. Under pressure from the masses, the RVN had to release most
of the Buddhist monks and nuns.

After the "Operation Flood", Quang Tri Buddhist monks, nuns, and followers
prepared a file to denounce the violations of the Joint Statement of the RVN. In the
end of 1963, the US was forced ““to change horses in midstream””. They supported a
group of ARVN generals led by Duong Van Minh in a coup d’état against Ngo
Dinh Diem on November 1, 1963.

2.25. Revolting against dictatorship and military government

Immediately after the overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem (November 1, 1963), the
NLFSV issued a "Declaration on the situation of South Vietnam after the coup d’état
on November 1, 1963". On November 3, 1963, the people of Quang Tri town forced
the Governor of the province, Nguyen Quoc Quynh, to hammer the face of Ngo Dinh
Diem statue with his own hands. On November 26, 1963, after hearing the news that
Nguyen Tri Son took the position as Govermnor, 3,000 teachers and students of Nguyen
Hoang and Bo De schools held a demonstration to protest against Nguyen Tri Son. In
the next moming (November 27, 1963), teachers and students from public, private
schools and townspeople continued to protest, and marched through many streets such
as: Quang Trung, Tran Hung Dao, Gia Long, etc.
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On August 25, 1964, students and teachers of public and private schools in Quang
Tri town together with all kinds of compatriots, including those living in areas close
to the town such as Xuan Yen, Nhan Bieu, Trung Kien and Sai Market, organized
protests, with about 10,000 participants, against the dictatorial regime of Nguyen
Khanh. Facing the increasing struggle of people in urban areas, including Quang Tri,
on August 25, 1964, Nguyen Khanh was forced to issue a Declaration on the
withdrawal of "Vung Tau Charter” (August 16, 1964).

The thriving of the southern urban movement in general and movements in
Quang Tri town and Dong Ha town in particular contributed to motivate people
in the delta rural areas to respond to the struggle. Along with the political
struggle of people in the southern cities, Quang Tri urban movement did its part
to weaken the root of the RVN. In the morning of January 27, 1965, Nguyen
Khanh launched a coup d’état against the civilian government of Tran Van
Huong. This was the eighth coup d’état in just over a year since the overthrow
of Ngo Dinh Diem on November 1, 1963.

2.26. Sabotaging ""New Life Hamlet Program™, coordinating with armed
forces to implement the **concerted Uprising'" in rural deltas

In Hai Lang, from January 25 to February 25, 1964, thanks to the support of the
armed forces, the people revolted and destroyed the "New Life Hamlets" of La
Vang, Thuong Xa, etc. Inthe districts of Gio Linh, Hai Lang, Ba Long and Cam Lo,
within 22 days (from January 31 to February 21, 1964), people who were
enlightened in politics revolted in collaboration with local guerrilla forces and
destroyed 46 "New Life Hamlets". After the Ba Long victory (February 9, 1964), the
Committee of NLFSV organized a large meeting in Tram to celebrate their success.

Due to the thriving of the "New Life Hamlet Program’ sabotage movement in
Quang Tri, on February 25, 1964, the RVN only established 403 "New Life Hamlets"
throughout the province. Along with "New Life Hamlet Program'* sabotage activities,
operations of carrying out agitation and propaganda among enemy troops also
achieved good results. On the night of June 25, 1964, revolutionary officials persuaded
soldiers of the 18th General Platoon in Ba Thanh (Ba Long) to surrender.
Implementing the Party's guidelines on conducting ""Concerted Uprising™ in rural
deltas, within 7 months (from July 5, 1964 to January 31, 1965), in the whole Quang
Tri province, the revolutionary forces had broken the grip of the govemment and army
of the RVN in 240 villages and 13 hamlets with 127,986 people.

Consecutive victories of Quang Tri people in both military and political warfare in
1964 and earty 1965 significantly contributed to the failure of the Johnson - McNamara
plan. As *'Special War"* (1961 - 1965) was a failure, the US tumed to the “Local War"
(2965 - 1968), directly sent US troops to join the battlefields in South Vietnam.
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Chapter 3
POLITICAL STRUGGLE IN QUANG TRI
FROM 1965 TO 1975

3.1. Policies of the US, the RVN in Quang Tri and the political struggle policy
of the Workers' Party of Vietnam from 1965 to 1975

3.1.1. Policies of the US and the RVN in Quang Tri from 1965 to 1975

3.1.1.1. Political and military situation

In order to adapt to the new historical context as the US conducted the "*Local War™
in South Vietnam (March 1965), on June 19, 1965, the War Cabinet of the RVN was
established. In Quang Tri, to accommodate to the central military government, from
June 1966 the position of Governor was held by officers in the army. Political parties
and organizations were also facilitated to be more active by the RVN.

On June 11, 1965, the RVN established Mai Linh district; On December 21,
1967, Trung Luong district was dissolved; On April 29, 1968, a portion between
Cam Lo and Trieu Phong districts was divided to form Dong Ha district. In order
to effectively carry out the construction of "New Life Hamlets" in rural areas, the
RVN focused their resources on building such "New Life Hamlets™.

After the failure of the "Local War" (1965 - 1968), the US turned to the
"Vietnamization" strategy (1969 - 1973). In Quang Tri, in April 1969, the RVN
organized many leaming sessions on the RVN President's message in front of the
bicameral Congress on April 7, 1969, with an aim to make "People fully grasp the
righteous and peaceful stance of the Government”; They also organized
resettlement for people in some communes of Dong Ha and Cam Lo districts.

Stunned by the revolutionary forces in the 1972 Strategic Attack and the heavy
defeat in the "Dien Bien Phu in the air" (late 1972), the US was forced to sign the
Paris Peace Accords (January 27, 1973) on ending the war, restoring peace in
Vietnam, and withdrawing all remaining US troops (March 29, 1973). In Quang
Tri, immediately after the Paris Peace Accords (January 27, 1973), the RVN
brought people to 5 communes of Trieu Phong and Hai Lang districts.

In terms of military, on April 12, 1966, the 1st Battalion (1st Regiment, 3rd
Marine Division) arrived at Khe Sanh, marking the presence of US troops in
Quang Tri. On May 29, 1966, US troops also began to advance to Dong Ha
military airport. With the support of US troops, at the end of 1966, the RVN
launched 3 big mopping-up operations. From late 1967 to early 1968, the RVN
organized many "'seek and destroy™ and “pacification’ operations.

After the Operation ""Lam Son - 719" (February 12 to March 23, 1971), from
April to September 1971, the ARVN consecutively launched many other
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operations. From June 28, 1972 to September 16, 1972, the RVN regime crossed
the My Chanh River and made an assault to Quang Tri town; From September
17, 1972 to January 27, 1973, after retaking Quang Tri Citadel and Hai Lang
District, the RVN regime continued their invasion to the East and the West,
crossed the Nhan Bieu, Ai Tu rivers, and occupied the liberated area.

Not so long from the Paris Peace Accords, from January 27, 1973 to January
31, 1973, the ARVN launched the Operation *"Tsunami** to reoccupy Cua Viet. In
1974, the ARVN in Quang Tri consisted of nearly 1 main division, 9 battalions
and 1 security confederation, 102 civil guard platoons and more than 3,000 civil
defense militias. Faced with revolutionary attacks from many sides, by the
afternoon of March 19, 1975, the remaining ARVN troops fled from Quang Tri.
3.1.1.2. Socio-economic situation

In the period of 1965 - 1975, the economic situation of Quang Tri was not very
bright, as it was depended mainly on US aid. Moreover, escalating living costs,
and increasing unemployment rate were alarming issues.
3.1.1.3. Cultural and educational situation

Regarding culture, the RVN continued to implement the policy of Buddhism
persecution. The US attempted to introduce Westem culture and propagated the
American lifestyle. Regarding education, the school system was expanded by the RVN.
3.1.2 Palitical struggle policy of the Workers' Party of Vietnam from 1965 t0 1975

In December 1965, the 12th Conference of the Central Committee of the Party
affirmed: ""The fact that the American imperialists brought many US troops and
military vassals into the South ... made them more isolated and politically defeated."

In April 1966, the Politburo decided to separate Quang Tri and Thua Thien
provinces from Region No. V, established the Party Committee of the Region and
the Tri-Thien-Hue Military Region, under the Central Committee of the Party and
the Politburo. On June 16, 1966, the Central Military Commission decided to
launch the Street 9 - B5 Front in Quang Tri.

In 1967, in Resolution No. 154-NQ/TW, dated January 27, 1967, the Politburo
requested to closely political struggles in urban and rural areas under the control of
the RVN with those in the liberated regions.

In January 1968, in preparation for the 1968 General Offensive and Uprising,
the 14th Conference of the Central Committee of the Party stated: ““Incorporating
the military struggle with the political struggle; wisely incorporating operations in
urban areas with those in adjacent rural areas””.

In June 1971, the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Party decided to
re-establish the Party Committee of Thua Thien - Hue Province (formerly Thua
Thien) and the Party Committee of Quang Tri Province and dissolve the Party
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Committee of Westermn Tri - Thien and the Party Committee of the Unions (the
Fronts). On March 11, 1972, the Standing Committee of the Central Military
Commission issued a Resolution to conduct a strategic offensive in 1972, whose
main direction was the Tri - Thien battlefield.

Immediately after the Paris Peace Accords (January 27, 1973), on February 9,
1973, the Politburo directed the Tri - Thien - Hue Party Committee to print many
copies of the Paris Peace Accords, protocols, calls of the Central Committee of the
Party and Government, calls of the NLFSV and Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, etc. and widely distributed among
RVN soldiers and officers.

Thoroughly grasping the guidelines of the Central Committee of the Vietnam
Workers' Party, the Party Committee of Tri - Thien - Hue, the Party Committee of
Quang Tri Province promptly set out specific guidelines which were suitable for
the local situation.

3.2. The contents of PSQT from 1965 to 1975
3.2.1. Palitical struggle in the early stage fighting against the **Local War** strategy

On August 9, 1965, in Quang Tri town, the Provincial Council held a talk while the
revolutionary side took the opportunity to organize mass political struggles to accuse
Govermnor Hoang Xuan Tuu of pressing the people and request him to resign. Responded
to the incident, on Septermber 22, 1965, the RVN Secret Service threw a grenade at the
Office of Buddhist Sangha of Quang Tri province, on September 26, 1965, Quang Tri
Buddhists held a large protest at Tinh Hoi pagoda with the participation of Venerable
Thich Don Hau (representative of Van Hanh region) and 50,000 Buddhist monks, nuns
and followers. Faced with intense pressure from the people, on September 27, 1965,
Governor of Quang Tri province Hoang Xuan Tuu resigned.

In collaboration with the struggle of Buddhists monks, nuns and followers, in the
last months of 1965, the revolutionary forces sent officers to rural deltas to
communicate with and encourage the people to directly confront the RVN. On
October 5, 1965, the people of Cam Chinh commune (Cam Lo) organized a protest
against the US and the RVN. Ten days later (on October 15, 1965), in Quang Tri
town, workers and labourers organized a strike on the death anniversary of Nguyen
Van Troi. The strike *"has crippled common activities in the province”.

On November 9, 1965, in the districts of Cam Lo, Hai Lang and Trieu Phong, the
revolutionary forces held many rallies to demand the RVN to pay compensation for
war damage. Although the RVIN sought to control and suppress the rallies, "the Viet
Cong have made certain influences on the people, especially people living in towns."

On March 5, 1966, more than 1,500 compatriots in Thuong Nghia, Phuong An,
Dinh Son, Cu Hoan, Quat Xa, Hoan Cat (Cam Nghia commune), Mai Dan and Mai
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Loc (Cam Chinh commune) rushed into Con Trung station (Cam Chinh commune)
to struggle and demand that soldiers should not fire their guns indiscriminately and the
people had freedom of movement and trade. The next day (March 6, 1966), people of
Nhan Bieu, Xuan Yen and Trung Kien villages (Trieu Thuong and Trieu Phong
communes) joined people in the town and gathered in front of the Govemnor of Quang
Tri province's office building to request the Govemor not to let the ARVN at La Vang
base randomly fired artillery into the hamlets.

Strong military and political activities from the revolutionary forces did make
an important contribution to the instability within the RVN. On March 11, 1966,
Nguyen Cao Ky - the Prime Minister of the Republic of Vietnam ordered the
dismissal of Nguyen Chanh Thi, Commander of the | Corps Tactical Zone, and
Government Representative in the | Zone; as well as dismissed him from the
National Leadership Committee. Taking advantage of conflicts within the RVN,
the southern Buddhist leadership launched a struggle against the US and the
Nguyen Van Thieu - Nguyen Cao Ky's regime, the PSQT moved to a new stage.
3.2.2. Demanding the establishment of a civilian government

On March 16, 1966, "The Unified Buddhist Sangha of Vietnam in Quang Tri
province™ held a meeting at the Tinh Hoi pagoda, disseminating and explaining
the Notice No. 21 dated March 12, 1966 of the Institute of External Affairs. At
this meeting, the people requested a "'‘constitutional convention' to demand the
Generals to return to their military positions, which, in fact, was an attempt to
overthrow Nguyen Van Thieu - Nguyen Cao Ky's regime. Coordinating with
the people of Quang Tri town, the people of Trieu Phong and Hai Lang rushed
into the town, surrounded the Governor's office building, and demanded
compensation for damages caused by bombs and artilleries in the communes of
Trieu Thuong (Trieu Phong district), Hai Phu, Hai Lam (Hai Lang district), etc.
On the same day, students of Gio Linh public school quit their classes to protest
against Nguyen Van Thieu - Nguyen Cao Ky's regime on the dismissal of
Nguyen Chanh Thi. Under the pressure of the movement, the Governor of
Quang Tri province fled immediately.

From the end of March 1966, the movement attracted the participation of most
social classes. Many struggles broke out from April to June 1966. To suppress the
rising Buddhist movement throughout the South, on June 19, 1966, Nguyen Van
Thieu - Nguyen Cao Ky's regime launched a military attacks in Hue, hunted,
tortured and brutally beat any participants of the movement. After that, the RVN
sent troops to Quang Tri to destroy the altars and capture the movement
participants. The PSQT temporarily cooled down from June 29, 1966.
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3.2.3. Sabotaging the Congress election, restoring and developing revolutionary
forces, contributing to the General Offensive and Uprising in Spring 1968

Due to the suppression of the RVN, in July 1966, the PSQT temporarily cooled
down. In August 1966, the PSQT intensely continued when the revolutionary
forces spread the words and organized learning sessions to criticize the election of
the RVN which would take place on September 11, 1966 . In September 1966,
the revolutionary forces organized a struggle against the election, the raid, the acts
of herding people into strategic hamlets, and forced conscription, etc. Regarding
the anti-election, in Quang Tri town, although the RVN has ordered a curfew and
arrests of rebels, "Buddhist Salvation Association”, "National Rescue Association”,
youth, students still distributed leaflets, called for boycott of the election, went on
hunger-strike to oppose the Nguyen Van Thieu - Nguyen Cao Ky's regime.

Generally speaking, in September 1966, there were 70 political struggles in the
whole province. However, the political struggle in September 1966 was evaluated as
"unequal, not fierce enough, not intense enough, and not keeping up with military
victory™. In November 1966, the revolutionary forces continued to distribute leaflets,
spread the words to the population to rebel against the US and the RVN, teach the
guidelines of the NLFSV, struggle against RVN soldiers' artillery attack on villages,
and persuade RVN soldiers to join or retum to the revolutionary forces.

3.2.4. Demanding welfare of the people and democracy

From the end of 1968 to the beginning of 1972, the Party Committees at all level led
the people to struggle against the RVN to resolve urgent issues of life, to retum to the old
villages, to demand freedom of movement, to demand the US to withdrewv its troops, to
boyoott the "National Day 1-11", to stop conspiracy and urgent pacification action, to
oppose the forced conscription into civil defense forees, purification, foroed gatherings at
one place at bedtime, 4 Nos™ classes, establishment of family unions, and electoral fraud,
to persuade RVN soldiers to join the revolutionary forces. In particular, on the occasion of
the 9th Route - Southem Laos Campaign's victory (from February 12 to March 23,
1971), the revolutionary forces mobilized 5,500 people to participate in the struggle and
spread the words of peace to the US and ARVN troops. Anti-conscription to sabotage the
civil defense forces moverment also achieved many results, enticed 218 civilian defense
militias to demobilize and retum to their villages to eam their living.

On March 30, 1972, the strategic offensive into Quang Tri was launched, on
May 1, 1972, Quang Tri province was completely liberated (later the southem
region of Thach Han River was reoccupied by the ARVN). However, in the
process of leading the revolution, officials and party members still "underestimate
the issue of mobilizing people’s struggles and organizing political forces".
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3.25. Demanding the implementation of the Paris Peace Accords, in
coordination with the armed forces to participate in the General Offensive
and Uprising in Spring 1975

After the Paris Peace Accords (January 27, 1973), the Party Committee of
Quang Tri province led the people to demand the US and the RVN to implement
the Paris Peace Accords properly. On June 6, 1973, the office building of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam was
established in Tay Hoa village (Tay Hoa residential area, Cam Lo town now).
Faced with attacks from many sides, in both military and political warfare, by the
afternoon of March 19, 1975, the government and army of the RVN retreated,
Quang Tri province was completely liberated.

Chapter 4
SOME COMMENTS AND EVALUATIONS
ONPOLITICAL STRUGGLE INQUANG TRI
(1954 -1975)

The PSQT during the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation
(1954 - 1975) achieved a complete victory, contributed directly to the cause of liberation
of the South and reunification of the nation, and emphasized the distinctions of a
provincialHevel locality in carrying out the resistance missions. Through the study
of PSQT (1954 - 1975), we draw some comments and evaluations as follows:

4.1. Nature

Liberation and welfare of the people, democracy are the two basic missions of the
revolution in the South in general and the PSQT in particular. These two missions are
simultaneously and synchronously carried out, and mutually supported each other.

4.2. Characteristics

The PSQT during the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 -
1975) took place intensely on all three strategic areas, with a large scale, diverse forms
and measures; associated closely with the political struggle in Thua Thien - Hue and
the Revolution in the South, with the support of the Socialist North and the vast
liberation region, especially since the Paris Peace Accords (January 27, 1973).
4.3.Roles

The PSQT played particularty important roles in encouraging the people of the
South to fight against the US; contributing to pushing the RVN into constant crises,
making the local RVN govemment powerless at some periods, forcing the Central
Government to change the Govemor of the province many times. From many
specific evidence presented in chapter 2 and chapter 3, we can affirm that: the PSQT
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successfully completed its role as one of the two spearheads beside military struggle
throughout the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975),
this role truly stood out in the first period (from after the signing of Geneva Accords
onJuly 21, 1954 to the end of the ""Special War"* in 1965).
4.4. Historical significance

The PSQT is a proof for the patriotism and the heroic and tenacious spirit of
Quang Tri people; It affirms the correct political struggle policy of the Party at all
levels, contributes to raising the level of political enlightenment for the people,
disorganizes the rear of the RVN, and creates conditions for the development of
armed struggle. In the process of organizing and leading the people in the political
struggle, the Party Committee of Quang Tri province also revealed certain
shortcomings, which were gradually overcome to bring the Resistance War
against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975) to the final victory.
4.5. Some limitations

In addition to the great achievements and victories, the direction and
leadership of Quang Tri province's Party Committee in the political struggle still
have some shortcomings and limitations.

CONCLUSION

1. Quang Tri was located at the frontier, which was a very important strategic position.
Therefore, the US and the RVN focused on building a strong military and political
dominance in Quang Tri. Political - military, economic - social, cultural - educational
policies that the US and the RVN implemented in South Vietnam were mostly deployed
in Quang Tri. Regarding politics - military, the US and the RV advocated for rapidlly
building a powerful dominance and military force, implementing a fierce terrorist policy
to curb and suppress the revolutionary struggles of Quang Tri peaple; In terms of socio-
economic situation, the US tried to aid the South in general and Quang Tri in particular in
order to create a gaudy urban life to cormupt the “heart and mind" of farmers in
mountainous areas and rural deltas; In terms of education - culture, the US promoted the
spread of American culture into Quang Tri, censored the media strictly and implemented
apolicy of religious discrimination against Budadhism, efc.

2. In the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 - 1975), under
the leadership of the Party at all levels, the people of Quang Tri united to fight against all
conspiracy and schemes of the US and the RN in all three strategic areas: mountainous
areas, rural deltas, and urban areas. The PSQT took place intensely, drastically, on a large
scale, used a variety of diverse, flexible, creative forms and measures and attracted the
participation of all social classes in the province. Thanks to Quang Tri's specific
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characteristics (of a buffer zone), the thoroughly understanding of the Party's guidelines
and policies, in the period of 1954 - 1965, the PSQT occurred intensely and fiercely:
demanding the implementation of the Geneva Accords; opposing the *"anti-communist
denunciation campaign'’, coordinating with the armed forces to conduct the “"Concerted
Uprising™ in mountainous areas; demanding people’s welfare, democracy and opposing
"Strategic Hamlet Program™; demanding freedom of belief and religious equality;
revolting against dictatorship and military govemment; sabotaging "New Life Hamlet
Program'’*; coordinating with the armed forces to conduct "*Concerted Uprising™ in rural
deltas during 1964 - 1965; The political struggle opposed the US and the RVN,
demanded democracy, people’s welfare, and urged to establish a civilian govemment
(2965 - 1966). From 1966 to 1975, the political struggle continued to take place intensely
but did not keep up with the ammed struggle, especially when major offensives were
launched: The General Offensive and Uprising in 1968, The 1972 Strategic Offensive
and the General Offensive and Uprising in Spring 1975.

3. The political struggle of Quang Tri people had bold characteristics of
liberation, welfare of the people and democracy. In terms of liberation, the
struggles attracted the participation of most social classes in the province to rise up
against the RVN, then proceed to fight against the US directly with concrete and
drastic actions for the liberation the South and the reunification of the nation.

In terms of welfare of the people, the people of Quang Tri struggled against excessive
and compulsory tax and fee payment, "Strategic Hamlet Program”, the acts of land-
grabbing, forcing people to work at Land Development Centers, demanded the RVIN to
allow people to freely travel, trade, work and provide adequate allowances for migrant
compatriots, to distribute rice for hunger relief, to allow families living in difficult
circumstances to borrow money for their production and daily life, and to prevent soldiers
from firing their guns indiscriminately, if the soldier caused any damage, they must pay
compensation to the people, and to allow people to retum to their previous residence;
Quang Tri people also requested the Nguyen Van Thieu - Nguyen Cao Ky'’s regime to
solve expensive living issues, to give fishermen the freedom to go fishing: Quang Tri
people struggled against the acts of robbery, rape, randomly shoatings of the soldiers,
sprays of toxic chemical, crops destruction, etc. caused by the US troopsand RVN soldiers.

In terms of democracy, the political struggle aimed to fight against the remnants of the
Personalist Labor Revolutionary Party, the military dictatorship, to demend the
establishment of a civilian govemment and a Congress directly elected by the people; to
oppose the Law No. 23/67 (July 18, 1967) whose contents denying the Charter of the
Buddhist Sangha; to demand the freedom of religion and belief and other liberties of citizens,
to disapprove against the conscription, moahilization of the amy, and militarization of the
youth; 1o fight against oppression, plunder, and the acts of conscripting workers to work as
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coolies; to resist the acts of coercing peaple t work for the RVN authorities in commune
and for reactionary political organizations; to appase purification, forced gatherings at one
place at bedtime, repeatedly-organizing meetings, harsh prison regimes; to demand freedom
of movement and trade outside the controlled zones and retum to their previous residence (in
case of being herded); to sabotage the "Strategic Hamlets”, "New Life Hamlets”, "Land
Development Centers'; to stand up to the division among or fraud against ethnic minorities,
economic blockade or sabotage of mountainous aress; to protect one's life and properties;
and to build organizations supporting the revolution, etc.

The objectives of liberation, welfare of the people and democracy were intertwined
in the revolutionary slogans of the people. Thanks to the movement, the political
enlightenment of the peaple had been increasingly improved, from revolting against
the RVN regime, the people of Quang Tri proceeded to oppose the US directly,
especially since the US troops landed in the locality. Therefore, the objective of
liberation was more and more prominent than the peaple’s welfare and democracy.

4. The PSQT clearly showed the solidarity and close relationship of the people of
Quang Tri and Thua Thien - Hue provinces in the Resistance War against the US'
invasion. Besides, the movement also had a close relationship with the southem
revolution as well as the national revolution, which received direct supports and
coordination from the people of the North and the vast liberated region especially since
the Paris Peace Accords (January 27, 1973). Every struggle event of Quang Tri people
was concemed, monitored, encouraged and shared by the people throughout the country.
The growth of the revolutionary movement in Quang Tri reduced the pressure on Vinh
Linh, Thua Thien - Hue and Quang Nam - Da Nang, maintaining the strategic corridor
of the Indochina revolution. Thanks to the struggle, the political enlightenment and
political awareness of the Quang Tri people was increasingly enhanced.

In comparison with other localities in the Nation, the PSQT had a number of
unique characteristics such as its close coordination with the political struggle in
Thua Thien - Hue, with direct support from the socialist North and the vast liberated
region, especially since the Paris Peace Accords (January 27, 1973); some of the
struggle events took place very early compared to those in other localities such as
demands for the general election to reunify the Nation, the earliest response to the
struggles for freedom of belief and religious equality which began in Hue, etc.

The PSQT in the Resistance War against the US for National Salvation (1954 -
1975) has a profound historical significance: it is a proof for the patriotism and the
heroic and tenacious spirit of Quang Tri people; It affirms the correctness of the
political struggle policy of the Party at all levels, contributes to raising the level of
political enlightenment for the people, disorganizes the rear of the RVN, and
creates conditions for the development of armed struggle; leaves many valuable
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history lessons of great practical values for the people of Quang Tri and of the
entire country in the task of building and defending Vietnam today.

In addition to the great achieverments and victories, the direction and leadership of the
political struggle of Quang Tri provinces Party Committee till have some shortcomings and
limitations: Immedliately after the signing of Geneva Acoords (July 21, 1954), leaders of the
movement did not fully foresee the long-term and comprehensive scherme of the US and Ngo
Dinh Diem, failed to grasp the new struggle policy of the Party, so there were several serious
mistakeswhich violated the Accords, leading to a decline inthe mass moverment. Besices, land
for cultivation of farmers and other practical meatters of the people were not propery paid
atiention to. By 1959, the local revolutionary organizations were immeture, unable to act asthe
core of the political struggle, with a small number of officials and party members who were
lacking experience to lead the moverment. In February 1961, in the deltes, the declaration of
the NLFSV was not extensively spread, the political offensives on the RVN authorities in
villages and communes were very weak, the military operations were not focused.

In the three months of April, May, and June of 1966, the political struggle had many
weaknesses, was unable to gather many people, especially peaple from the besic social
classss, the revolutionary forces had not been strong enough. Assessing on the political
struggle inthe second half of 1966, the Party Committee of Quang Tri province stated that in
this period, the political struggle ability of the masses was high, the struggle waes in an
advantageous historical context, but the leadership of the Provincial Party Committee till
had many dranbacks so the struggles wes not great and intense enough and did not
accompany with the amed struggle. In 1967, the revolutionary officials still did not promote
the ability of the political struggle to protect the common rights of the masses and their gained
revolutionary achieverments, etc.; military activities, security, advocacy directed at serving
politics and the masses were not paid enough attention to; the establishment of revolutionary
organizations in the villages and communes was uneven and nat strong enough.

During the General Offensive and Uprising in 1968, in Quang Tri town, the in-
place uprising of the masses was hardly ready to coordinate with military offensive.
In the 1972 Strategic Offensive and the General Offensive and Uprising in Spring
1975, in the major offensive of the armed forces in Quang Tri, the issue of mass
mobilization and organization of the political forces was overlooked, leading to the
fact that the political forces did not coordinate effectively with the armed forces.

Forty-five years have passed since the complete liberation of the South (1975 -
2020), the country has been experiencing the full joy of unity. The thesis, to a
certain extent, is an additional material about a tenacious and heroic period of
struggle of Quang Tri people. We hope that the contents of the thesis will
contribute practically to the education of the patriotic tradition for younger
generations in Quang Tri at present and in the future.
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