1
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1. Ly do chon dé tai

Trong hé thong bién dao Viét Nam, quan dao Hoang Sa va
Truong Sa c6 mot vi tri hét suc quan trong vé dia chinh tri va
kinh té. Nha nudc Viét Nam hién nay ké thira va phét huy truyén
théng khai thac, bao vé bién, ddo cta Viét Nam qua cac thoi ky
lich su; déng thoi chu truong trién kinh té bién, gén v6i bao vé
cha quyén bién, dao phu hop véi loi ich quc gia va cong udc
Quéc té.

Tt ndm 1954 dén nam 1975, trong bdi canh nudc Viét Nam
¢6 hai thé ché chinh tri cung tdn tai & hai mién Nam — Bic, theo
quy dinh cua Hiép dinh Genevé thi hai quan dao Hoang Sa,
Truong Sa thudc sy cai quan ctia chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong
hoa (VNCH). Do vay, nghién ctru vé cc hoat dong khai thac va
bao vé chi quyén cua chinh quyén VNCH ddi véi quan dao
Hoang Sa, khong nhiing mang tinh khoa hoc cao ma con chira
dung nhiing gid tri thuc tién. Vi 1& do, chung t6i chon dé tai:
“Hoat déng khai thic va bdo vé chii quyén quan ddo Hodng Sa
ciia chinh quyén VNCH (1954 -1975)”, cho lun 4n tién si St hoc
cuia minh.

V& y nghia khoa hoc, luan an gop phan dung lai birc tranh
tuong d6i ddy du va toan dién vé cac hoat dong khai thac va bao
vé cua chinh quyén VNCH dbi voi quan ddo Hoang Sa. Tir do,
chi ra nhitng mat tich cuc va han ché cua cac hoat dong khai thac
va bao vé quan dao nay.

Vé y nghia thyc tién, ludn 4an trinh bay mot cach dﬁy du,
thuyét phuc qua trinh khai thac va bao vé ciia chinh quyén VNCH
trén thyuc dia theo yéu cau “chiém hiru thuc sy’ theo Cong phap
Quéc té: tap hop mdt cach c6 hé théng cac tai liéu lich sir ¢6 tinh
phap 1y cao, ciing c6 thém hod so phap 1y ciia Viét Nam vé van dé
Hoang Sa; chi ra nhitng bai hoc b6 ich, goi ¥ thiét thuc vé cac
chinh sach quan Iy nha nudc vé bién, dao...
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2. Poi twgng va pham vi nghién ciru

2.1. Doi twong nghién ciru

- Bdi tugng ciia dé tai 1a hoat dong khai thac va bao vé chu
quyén quan dao Hoang Sa cta chinh quyén VNCH, tir nim 1954
dén nam 1975.

2.2. Pham vi nghién curu

- Gi61 han khong gian nghién ctru: La Viét Nam Cong hoa
(ttrc mién Nam Viét Nam), khong gian xac dinh 1a toan bd quﬁn
dao Hoang Sa.

- Giéi han thoi gian nghién ctu: Tir nim 1954 dén nam
1975.

- G161 han ndi dung nghién ctru: Hoat dong khai thac va bao
vé quan dao Hoang Sa cuia chinh quyén VNCH.

3. Muc dich va nhiém vu nghién ciru

3.1. Myc dich: Nham phan tich, trinh bay mot cach c6 hé
théng va toan di¢n cac hoat dong khai thac va bao v¢ quén dao
Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén VNCH, tir ndim 1954 dén nam 1975,
bao gém cac hoat dong: Cu luc luong ra gilt cac dao, tun tra,
canh gic, chin bt tau thuyén nudc ngoai xdm nhép, dau tranh
trén mat tran ngoai giao; cac hoat dong khai thac nhu: Su dung
cac co so ha tang trén cac dao (hai dang, dai khi twong, dai vo
tuyén. o), td chirc cac hoat dong danh bét ca, khai thac phosphate
va nghién cuu khoa hoc...

3.2. Nhiém vu:

+ Mot 1a, trinh bay bdi canh lich st tac dong dén qué trinh
khai thac va bao vé quin dao Hoang Sa cia chinh quyén VNCH
(1954 - 1975).

+ Hai 14, phan tich, trinh bay nhiing ndi dung co ban céc
hoat dong khai thac va bao vé quan dao Hoang Sa cua chinh
quyén VNCH (1954 - 1975).

+ Ba la, danh gia tinh hi¢u qua va han ché cua céac hoat
dong khai thac, bao vé quan dao Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén
VNCH (1954 - 1975);

+ Bén 1a, rit ra nhitng bai hoc kinh nghiém phuc vu cong
cuoc khai thac, bao vé chu quyén bién, ddo Viét Nam hién nay.
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4. Phuwong phap nghién ctru

Chung t6i ddc bit coi trong cac phuong phap co ban cta khoa
hoc lich su: Phuong phap lich sir va phuong phap logic. Ca hai
phuong phép nay duoc sir dung dong thoi dé phac hoa, dung lai qua
trinh lich stir khach quan cta céc hoat dong khai thac va bao vé€ quan
dao Hoang Sa tir nim 1954 dén nam 1975. Tuy nhién, khong phai
lac nao viée sir dung hai phuong phap ciing c6 tinh can déi nhu
nhau, ma tiy vao van d& trinh bay ma mét trong hai phuong phap s&
chiém vi thé uu thé hon.

Thr dén, dé tai con sir dung mot sé phuong phap nghién
ctru khac: Phuong phap so sanh ca ¢ goc do lich dai va déng dai
dugc ap dung 6 nhiing luc can thiét, nham lam n01 bac mot s6 van
dé, nhat 1a vé dac diém, vai tro ctia cac chinh quyen Viét Nam d6i
v6i quan dao Hoang Sa. Phuong phap ban dd hoc dung dé so
sanh, d6i chiéu va xac dinh vi tri cac dao thudc quan dao Hoang
Sa; Phuong phap hai duong hoc dung dé nghién ctru cac cu lidu
lién quan v€ ngu trudng, sinh vat bién, dau khi; ching t6i con st
dung mot s6 phuong phap nghién ctru thudc Ve van ban hoc, dia
1y hoc dé ly giai nhitng van dé vé dia du, vé cac van ban chanh
chinh. Cu01 cung 13 phuong phap dién da (gdp g0 nhan chimg,
khao sat vé Doi Hoang Sa tai Ly Son) nham kiém chtng, 1am
sinh dong hon cac van dé lién quan dén dé tai.

5. Dong gop cua ludn an

Véy nghia khoa hoc, luén an gop phan dung lai btc tranh
tuong dbi day du va toan dién vé cac hoat dong khai thac va bao
vé ctia chinh quyén VNCH dbi véi quan dao Hoang Sa. Tir do,
chi ra nhitng mat tich cuc va han ché cua cac hoat dong khai thac
va bao vé quan dao nay.

Vé y nghia thuc tién, luan 4n chimg minh mot cach dﬁy du,
thuyét phuc qua trinh khai thac va bao vé ciia chinh quyén VNCH
trén thyuc dia theo yéu cau “chiém hiru thuc sy’ theo Cong phap
Quéc té; tap hop mdt cach c6 hé théng cac tai liéu lich str ¢6 tinh
phap 1y cao, ciing c6 thém ho so phap 1y cua Viét Nam vé Vén de
Hoang Sa; chi ra nhimg bai hoc b ich, goi y thiét thuc vé cac
chinh sach quan 1y nha nudc vé bién, dao; gop phan gido duc
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truyén thong yéu bién dao Viét Nam.

- Vé cach thire tiép can ngudn tai liéu, luan 4n cia chung toi
c¢6 phuong phap tiép can tu liéu mot cach da dang, phong phu va
thuyét phuc hon: Ngoai Vlec tiép can cac ngudn tai liéu 14 vin ban
hanh chinh do chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa ban hanh lién
quan dén quan dao Hoang Sa, chung t6i con st dung nhiéu tai
liéu dugc cong bd bén ngoai Viét Nam; Luan 4n hoan thanh s& co
dong gop quan trong trong viéc h¢ thong hoa ngudn tu liéu lich
sir vé quan dao Hoang Sa, gop phan khang dinh lich st lau doi,
lién tuc vé chu quyén cua Viét Nam dbi voi quan dao nay.

- V& quan diém va phuong phap nghién ctru: Ké thira két
qua cua cac nha nghién ctru di trude cung sy “coi mo" trong cach
nhin nhan, cach danh gia vé cac hoat dong khai thac bao vé quﬁn
dao Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa nhimg nam
gﬁn day, luan an s€ dua ra nhitng nhan dinh va cu li¢u khoa hoc
trung thuc, khach quan hon, gop phan dung lai mét birc tranh kha
toan dién vé cac hoat dong nay dudi géc nhin st hoc. Luan an sé
xem xét cac hoat dong khai thac va bao vé quan dao Hoang Sa
cua chinh quyén VNCH trén can ban nhiing qui dinh cua luat
phap Quoc té, nhat 1a Luat Blen dong thoi dam bao cac nguyén
tac Ve bao vé chu quyén, quyén chi quyén, quyén tai phan va cac
quyén loi khac cta Viét Nam hién nay.

6. B6 cuc luin an

Ngoai phﬁn mé dau, két luan, danh muc tai liéu tham khao
va phu luc, ndi dung luén an gdm 4 chuong:

Chwong 1: Tong quan tinh hinh nghién ciru va nguon tdi
liéu.

Chwong 2: Hoat déng khai thic va bao vé quan dao Hoang
Sa cia chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa, tiv nam 1954 dén nam
1965.

Chwong 3: Hoat déng khai thic va bao vé quan dao Hoang
Sa ciia chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa tir nam 1954 dén nam
1965.

Chuwong 4: Mot $6 nhdn xét va bai hoc kinh nghiém.
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CHUONG 1

TONG QUAN TINH HINH NGHIEN CUU
VA NGUON TAI LIEU

1.1. Tong quan vé quan dio Hoang Sa trwdc khi Viét
Nam Cong hoa tiép quan(trudc thang 7.1954)

1.1.1. Tén goi, vi tri dia Iy, dién tich cia quan dao Hodng Sa

Tén goi xua cia ngudi Viét dé chi Hoang Sa 1a Bai Cat
Vang, Cén Vang hoic Pai Trudng Sa hay Van Ly Trudng Sa.
Hoang Sa 13 mdt quan dao san hd nam giita Bién Pong, & vao
khoang 15°45° - 17°15” vi d6 Bic va 111° - 113° kinh d6 Péng:
Cach dao Ly Son (Cu Lao R¢) cua tinh Quang Ngai 64, 79 hai 1y
(chtng 120 km), cach dao Hai Nam ctia Trung Qudc 75, 59 hai
1y (140 km); véi trén 37 ddo, con san ho, bai da, cac hon 16n nhod
va bai can, trai dai tor Tay sang Pong, dai khoang 100 hai 1y, tir
Bic xuéng Nam khoang 85 hai 1y; véi tong dién tich khoang
16.000km?, trong d6 dién tich phan ndi khoang 10km?.

1.1.2. Tai nguyén thién nhién va vi tri chién lwoc ciia qudn
dao Hoang Sa

Quén dao Hoang Sa c6 mdt vi tri chinh tri, quan su v6 cung
quan trong, 14 noi an chira nhiéu tai nguyén thién nhién to 16n
nhu dau khi, phosphate, hai san, chim... véi trir luong 16n va
phong pht, 13 vi tri ¢ tinh chién lugc quan trong trén con dudng
hang hai qudc té di qua Bién Dong,

1.1.3. Hoat dong khai théc tai quan dio Hodng Sa truéce
thang 7.1954

Tir khi chiém hitu trong hoa binh dén nam 1954, cac chinh
quyén phong kién Viét Nam ciing nhu chinh quyén thudc dia
Phép luén t6 chirc khai thac va bao vé quan dao Hoang Sa véi cac
hoat déng nhu: Thu giit hoa vat tir cac con tau dam, cip phép
danh bét c4, vét rong bién, khai thac phosphate, xay dung dai hai
dang, khi tugng, cling nhu dua lyc luong quan su ra truc tiép bao
vé, ctru ho tai quﬁn dao Hoang Sa.
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1.1.4. Tudn tra, canh gdc va bio vé Hoang Sa trudce thing
7.1954

Tir khi chiém hitu cho dén mai sau nay, cac cha va vua
Nguyén rat cht trong viéc tun ra, bao vé, ctru ho tai Hoang Sa va
xem day la nhiém vu quan trong, khang dinh chu quyén cua minh
dbi v6i quan dao nay Thoi Phap thudc, chinh quyén Phap thuong
huy dong tau chién thudng xuyén tuan tiéu tai Hoang Sa, dua luc
luong ra truc tiép giit cac ddo... Dudi thoi Chinh phu Qubc gla
Viét Nam cac hoat dong nay van dién ra binh thuong cho dén
thang 7 nam 1954.

1.2. Tinh hinh nghién ctru

1.2.1. Két qua nghién ciru ciia cdc tdc gid trong niede

Ttr trude dén nay, ¢ nhitng mérc d6 va pham vi khac nhau
da c6 mot sb cudn sach, chuyén luan, luan van, luan an dé cap
tryc tiép hodc it nhiéu dén dé tai ma ching toi dang nghién
ctru. C6 thé diém qua lich sir nghién ctru nhu sau:

Giai doan truéc nam 1975: Trude nam 1975, mot sb cong
trinh nghién ctru vé Hoang Sa va Truong Sa duoc cong bd, phan
nhiéu ban vé van dé phap 1y song ciing d& cip mot sd cac hoat
dong khai thac va bao vé quan ddo Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén
Viét Nam Cong hoa. Ti€u biéu nhu Hai quan Vi¢t Nam Cong hoa
(8-1971), xuat ban Ddc san Luét séng, Bo Dan van va Chiéu hoi
VNCH (3-1974), xuét ban dic san Hoang Sa - Lanh thé Viét Nam
Cong hoa, Pai hoc Su pham Sai Gon (1-1975), dugc su bao tro
ctia Nha sach Khai Tri, d3 xuét ban tap san Pdc khao vé Hoang
Sa va Truong Sa (S6 29). Cac tac gia Lé Thanh Khé (1971), véi
L’affaire des Iles Paracels et Spratley devant le droit
International, Thése 3°™ cycle, Institut International d’Etudes et
de Recherches Diplomatiques, Paris, Dinh Van Cu (1972), voi
luan van Chii quyén quan dao Hoang Sa va Truong Sa...

Giai doan tir nam 1975 dén nay: Céc tac gia nhu: Van T rong
(1 979), Hoang Sa - Quan déo Viét Nam, Vii Phi Hoang (1984), Ké
vé hai ddo ctua chung ta, Luwu Van Loi (1995), voi Cudc tranh chap
Viét - Trung vé hai quin dao Hoang Sa va Trudng Sa, Tran Céng
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Truc (2011), Dau 4n Viét Nam trén bién Dong, Vi Hiu San
(2013), Pia Iy Bién Pong voi Hoang Sa, Trudng Sa... Cuc Nghién
ciru Bé Quoc phong Viét Nam (8.1992) dich va cong bé tap sach “9
lan xuét quan cua Trung Qubc”, Uy ban Nhdn din huyén Hodang
Sa (2010) xudt ban tdp Ky yéu Hoang Sa... Tir nim 2014 dén nay,
hang loat cong trinh nghién ctru cua céac tac gia: Nguyén Quang
Ngoc, DS Bang, Pham Ngoc Tram, Ngd Vin Minh, Nguyén Nh3,
Pinh Quang Hai, Trin Ptc Cuong, Nguyén Ngoc Truorng,
Nguyén Thai Anh, Tran Duc Anh Son, Luu Anh RS, Nguyén Tuan
Khanh... c6 de cap truc tlep dén Vlec quan 1y, bao vé chu quyén
ctia chinh quyén VNCH dbi véi quan dao Hoang Sa.

1.2.2. Két qua nghién ciru ciia cdc tdc gid nede ngodi

Nhin chung, nghién ctru vé hoat dong khai thac va bao v¢
quan dao Hoang Sa cta chinh quyén VNCH, tir nim 1954 dén
ndm 1975 cia céc nha nghién ciru bén ngoai Viét Nam khong
nhiéu. Ttr ndm 1975 dén nay, c6 mot sd cong trinh nghién ctru
chuyén siu c6 dé cap dén dé tai nay nhu: Hai tac gia Trung Qudc
1a Sa Lyc — Man Luyc (thang 2 nim 1992), da cong bd tap sach “9
lan xudt qudn cia Trung Quéc” cia do Nxb. Vin nghé Tt Xuyén
4n hanh, vao thang 8 nam 1992; trong do sy kién cudng chiém
Hoang Sa cia VNCH nam 1974. Téac gida Monique Chemillier
Gendreau (1996 - dugc dich va 4n hanh ¢ Viét Nam nam 1998)
c6 mot cong trinh bién khao gia tri 1a Chii quyén trén hai quan
ddo Hoang Sa va Trwong Sa do Nha xuét ban L’Harmattan Paris
4n hanh; co6 dé cap mot sb nghi dinh, sic 1énh do VNCH ban hanh
lién quan dén viéc quan 1y quan ddo Hoang Sa. Vii Hiru San
(2013), v6i Dia Iy Bién Béng véi Hoang Sa, Truong Sa co dé cap
mot sb hoat dong khai thac va bao vé cua chinh quyén VNCH d6i
v6i qua dao Hoang Sa.

1.2.3. Két qua dwoc ké thira va van dé dat ra

1.2.3.1. Két qua dugc ké thira

Thit nhat, Thong qua cac cong trinh nghién ctru cta cc tac
gia trén cho thiy, hoat dong khai thac va bao vé ctia nha nuoc
Viét Nam dbi voi quan dao Hoang Sa 1 lién tuc, do chinh quyén
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cép cao truc tiép chi dao, cac hoat dong: danh bét c4, thu thué,
ctru hd, tudn tra... déu duogc thuc thi mot cach hoa binh qua cac
thoi ky lich str; 13 nén tang quan trong dé ching toi trién khai
nghién ctru luan an ctia minh.

Thit hai, Ké thira cac cong trinh cia nguoi di trudc, bang
cac cu li€u du con tan mac, riéng 1 dé cap cac khia canh khac
nhau vé qua trinh khai thac, bao vé quan dao Hoang Sa cua chinh
quyén VNCH, d3 gitip ching t6i c6 thém nhiéu théng tin bd ich
nham bd sung, khéc hoa 13 nét va c6 cai nhin khach quan hon vé
cac hoat dong nay.

Thuwr ba, Cac hoat dong khai thac va bao vé quﬁn dao Hoang
Sa cua Viét Nam duogc cac hoc gia quan tam nghién curu va ly giai
du6i nhiéu goc d6 khac nhau dd goi mo cho chung t6i nhiéu
huéng di moi, nhit 1a xem xét vai tro cua chinh quyén VNCH d6i
v6i quan dao Hoa‘mg Sa, tinh quéc té va khu vuc ciia nd trong bbi
canh lich sir cu thé; Chu quyén hop phap cua Viét Nam ddi véi
quan dao nay ddi voi Cong udc Qudc té vé Luat bién va hién
phap, phéap luat cia VNCH lic by gio...

1.2.3.2. Van dé dit ra

Nhimng khoéang tréng cua hoat dong khai thac va bao vé quan
dao Hoang Sa ctia chinh quyén VNCH (1954 — 1975) 1a khong hé
nho & méy van dé sau:

Thir nhdt, Lam rd bbi canh lich sir cta qua trinh tiép quan,
khai thac, bao vé quﬁn ddao Hoang Sa cua Vi¢t Nam dudi thoi
VNCH (1954 - 1975), dat trong bdi canh d6 dé thdy nhitng thuan
loi, kho khan trong viéc quan 1y Hoang Sa cling nhu trach nhiém
cua VNCH.

Hai la, Luan an tap trung lam rd qua trinh quan ly nha nudce
ctia chinh quyén VNCH dbi v6i quan dao Hoang Sa, thong qua
cac hoat dong: Thanh 1ap don vi hanh chinh, quan ly dan cu, bd
nhiém chirc danh PVHC (tirc Dao truéng); vai tro chinh quyén
trung wong va bd, nganh va dia phuong cia VNCH dbi v6i quan
dao nay.

Ba la, Lam rd cac chii truong, chinh sach cta chinh quyén



9

VNCH trén cac linh vyc: Xay dung, tu bd dai khi twong, hai
dang, xay dung co so ha tdng, cap phép khai thac phosphate va
kéu goi nudc ngoai hop tac dau tu...; Pua luc luong Viét binh
doan, Thuy quan luc chién, Bao an va Pia phuong quan ra bao vé
cac dao; Pau tranh bao vé chu quyén cia VNCH ddi quan dao
Hoang Sa trén céac dién dan qudc té...

Bén la, Luan 4n s& danh gia khach quan va rat ra mot s bai
hoc kinh nghiém tr cac hoat dong khai thac, bao vé quﬁn dao
Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén VNCH, ngd hau goi y mot s6 van dé
lién quan dén cong tac bao Ve bién, d4o hién nay.

1.3. Tong quan ngudn tai liéu

1.3.1. Nguén tai lidu thu tich ¢é

Pau tién 1a nhimg tai liéu thu tich chinh théng cua triéu
Nguyén, nhu Pai Nam thuc luc, Kham dinh Pai Nam hoi dién su
lé, Pai Nam liét truyén, Dai Nam nhat théng chi va chau ban.
Chung t6i ciing dic biét cht ¥ dén cudn Phi bién tap luc cia Lé
Quy Doén, Hai ngoai ky sy cua Thich Pai San, Nam Ha tiép luc
(1811) cua Lé Pan, Lich Triéu hién chwong logi chi cia Phan
Huy Chu, tai liéu Chau ban triéu Nguyén... V& Tw liéu tiéng
Phdp: Quyén sich Choix de lectures géographiques et
historiques, cua M. Mentelle, sach Souvenirs de Hué
(Cochinchine) ctia Michel Dtrc Chaigneau... ; Mot s6 tap chi tiéng
Phép tai Pong Duong va Phap, di viét nhiéu bai vé quan dao
Hoang Sa nhu: Tuan bao L’Eveil Economique, Bao “Le Monde
Colonial  Illustré”, Bao  “République”, Bao  “Presse
Indochinoise”, Bdo L’Eveil De L’Indochine, Bao “Lit Tout”, B4o
“L’llustration”... Cac thu tich va cac tai liéu trén cho thfiy viéc
thuc hién chu quyén va bao vé chi quyén cua chinh quyén Viét
Nam, cling nhu nhan danh nudc Viét Nam cua ngudi Phép tai
Hoang Sa 14 lién tuc va c6 hé thong.

1.3.2. Nguon tai liéu vin ban hanh chinh ciia chinh quyén
VNCH

Tt true dén nay, nhitng tu liéu san sinh ra trong qua trinh
quén 1y, khai thac, bao vé Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén VNCH rét it
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nguoi co diéu kién tiép can, khai thac. Hon 20 ndm qua va trong
qua trinh thyc hién luan an nay, duoc su tao diéu kién cua Trung
tam luu trit Qudc gia 2 tai thanh phd HO Chi Minh va Trung tim
lwu trit Quéc gia 4 tai Pa Lat ching t6i di duogc tiép can va doc
hang trim ngan trang tai liéu vé Hoang Sa, Truong Sa; riéng
mang dé tai khai thac va bao vé quin dao Hoang Sa cta chinh
quyén VNCH c6 sb lugng hd so kha 1én, v6i hang chuc ngan
trang van ban, anh tu liéu, ban dd...

1.3.3. Ngudn tai liéu san pham nghien cuu khoa hoc

Vé cac dé tai khoa hoc: Nguyen Quang Ngoc (1995), Lich
stk chii quyén cia Viét Nam & hai quan dao Hoang Sa va T ru"ong
Sa, Ban Tuyén gido Thanh ty Pa Néng (2012): Thuyc hién dé tai:
Quan dao Hodng Sa cia Viét Nam qua tai liéu lwu triv ciia chinh
quyén VNCH giai doan 1954 — 1975, Ho1 Khoa hoc Lich stir Thira
Thién Hué (2012 - 2014), “T6 chirc va hoat dong bao vé bién ddo
Viét Nam duwéi triéu Neuyén thoi ky 1802 - 1885”, Dé tai khoa
hoc thugc Quy Phat trién khoa hoc va Cong nghé qudc gia
(Nafosted) do D6 Bang lam Chu nhiém. Pai hoc Pa Nang - Dai
hoc Pham Vian Péng t6 chirc hoi thao: Hodng Sa - Trieong Sa: Sw
that lich su (2014)...

1.3.4. Nguon tai liéu nhdn chitng

Tac gia di tiép xtc cac nhan ching timg 1a nhan vién khi
tugng, linh Bdo an, Pia phuong quin, nhan vién khac thac
phosphate, cong nhan xay dung, can sy hanh chinh thudc cac xa
Dinh Hai, xd Hoa Long, ngu dan da ting va hién dang danh bat
hai san tai Hoang Sa dang song ¢ Quang Nam, Da Nang, Hué,
Quang Ngai... giup bd ctru, 1am sang t6 thém nhiéu van dé ma tai
liéu luu trit chua nhic dén.
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CHUONG 2

HOAT PONG KHAI THAC VA BAO VE QUAN PAO
HOANG SA CUA CHINH QUYEN VIET NAM CONG
HOA, TU NAM 1954 PEN NAM 1965

2.1. Boi canh lich sir va qua trinh tiép quan quan dao
Hoang Sa

T nam 1954, thyc hi¢n hi¢p Geneve vé chdm dut chién
tranh & Pong Duong, nudc Viét Nam tam chia thanh hai mién
Nam — Béc, véi 2 thé ché chinh tri khac nhau. Chinh quyén
VNCH c¢6 trach nhiém tiép thu va cai quan hai quan dao Hoang
Sa va Truong Sa.

2.2. Hoat dong khai thac quin dao Hoang Sa ciia chinh
quyén VNCH tir niim 1954 dén nim 1965

2.2.1. Xdy dung co sé ha tang trén cdc dao

Chinh quyén VNCH tién hanh tai thiét Nha khi twong
Hoang Sa, stra chita, tu bd nhiéu hang muc céng trinh khac dé
phuc vu cho viéc khai thac, bao vé Hoang Sa nhu: Xay dung nha
kho, bii chtra, cau cang dé khai thac phosphate; xay dung cac nha
cong vu cho lyc lugng tri dong bao v¢...

2.2.2. Hoat dong khai thac phosphate

Chinh quyén VNCH cho thanh lap Céng ty khai thic quan
ddo Tédy Sa dé khai thac phosphate va cho phép cac cong ty nudc
ngoai dau tu trong linh vyc nay, dién hinh 1a Cong ty Hitu Phat
(Yew Huat) cua Singapore. SO lugng khai thac tir nim 1954 dén
nam 1965, 1a khong hé nho.

2.2.3. Céc hoat dong déanh bdt cd, khdo sdat dau khi, hai
dwong hoc

Chinh quyén VNCH cho ngu dan Viét Nam va nudc ngoai
dén danh bét ca va vot rong bién tai Hoang Sa khé tap nap; tién
hanh nhiéu hoat dong nghién ctru khoa hoc vé hai duong hoc,
Ngu nghi¢p hoc, Khi twong hoc, Dia chit hoc, nhit 1a dau khi...
tai quan dao Hoang Sa.
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2.3. Hoat ddng bao vé tai quan diao Hoang Sa ciia chinh
quyén VNCH, tir nim 1954 dén nim 1965

2.3.1. Thanh lap don vi hanh chinh xa Pinh Hai

Giai doan nay, vé mat quan ly nha nudc dbi véi quﬁn dao
Hoang Sa, chinh quyén VNCH quyét dinh thanh 1ap don vi hanh
chinh x3 Pinh Hai (t&c quin dao Hoang Sa), thudc huyén Hoa
Vang, tinh Quang Nam.

2.3.2. Thay thé lyc lwong bao vé trén cdc dao

Trude nam 1954, chinh phu Qudc gia Viét Nam cir lyc
luong Viét binh doan ra canh gitt Hoang Sa. Tir ndm 1956, chinh
quyén VNCH dua lyc luong thity quan luc chién va sau do timg
budc thay thé lyc lwong nay bang Bao an quin dé bao vé cac dio
thudc quan dao Hoang Sa.

2.3.3. Hoat dong tuan tra, bao vé va ciru ho tai Hoang Sa

Thong qua cac hoat dong quan su, chinh quyén VNCH da
theo ddi chit ch& moi bién dong cua cac nudc cod y dd xam chiém
Hoang Sa, nhat 1 Trung Qudc. Thuong xuyén tuin tra, bao vé,
chan bt ngu dan nudc ngoai xam pham lanh hai ciing nhu thyc
hién cong tac curu hod tai Hoang Sa...

2.3.4. Tuyén truyén va ddu tranh bdo vé chii quyén doi véi
Hoang Sa

Tir ndm 1954 d&én nam 1965, chinh quyén VNCH tb chirc
hang loat cac hoat dong tuyén truyén vé chu quyén Viét Nam dbi
v6i quan dao Hoang Sa & trong va ngoai nudc.
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CHUONG 3

HOAT PONG KHAI THAC VA BAO VE QUAN PAO
HOANG SA CUA CHINH QUYEN VIET NAM CONG
HOA, TU NAM 1965 PEN NAM 1975

3.1. Boi canh lich sir

Nam 1965 trd di, khi Hoa Ky dwa quan vién chinh vao mién
Nam Viét Nam va m& rong chién tranh pha hoai mién Bic, 1a
budc ngodc 16n trong cac hoat dong khai thac, bao vé quén dao
Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén VNCH. VNCH da nhan dugc su vién
trg manh mé tor Hoa Ky vé tau chién, may bay, may moc, thiét bi
hién dai... gitip ho bao vé quan dao Hoang Sa hitu hién hon. Tuy
nhién, tir nam 1972 tr& di, khi Hoa Ky bét tay voi Trung Qubc
hong “rat chan ra khoi viing 1ay Viét Nam” thi ho d4 thoa hiép dé
Trung Qudc cudng chiém quan dao Hoang Sa cia VNCH.

3.2. Hoat dong khai thac quiin dido Hoang Sa cia chinh
quyén VNCH tir niim 1965 dén nim 1975

3.2.1. Tiép tuc xdy dung, ciing cé cdc co sé ha tang

Tir ndm 1965 tré di, co sé ha ting cia VNCH trén quan déao
Hoang Sa dugc dau tu xay dung qui mé hon trudc nhu: Nha khi
tuong, chd tra an, noi phong v¢... trén cac dao.

3.2.2. Hoat dong cua dai khi twong Hoang Sa

Ty khi twong Hoang Sa (Station Pattle) truc thudc Nha Kh1
tuong cua VNCH hoat dong kha hiéu qua trong du bao thoi tiét
vé dat lién, cho dén khi Trung Qudc cudng chiém quan dao
Hoang Sa va sur dung co s nay.

3.2.3. Quy dinh vé lanh hdi, khai thac hdi san va khdo sat
khoa hoc

Thoi gian nay, VNCH ban hanh cac Séic luat qui dinh lai vé
lanh hai va viéc xir 1y cac ngu thuyén ngoai qubc vi pham hai
Viét Nam. Pong thoi cip phép danh ca, khao sat khoa hoc, nhét
1a khao sat dau khi tai Hoang Sa...
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3.3. Hoat dong bao vé quin diao Hoang Sa ciia chinh
quyén VNCH, tir nim 1965 dén nim 1975

3.3.1. Sap nhdp xa Pinh Hdi vio xa Hoa Long va bé nhiém
cdc Phai vién hanh chinh

Pén nam 1968, dé ¢ “gian di héa bo may hanh chinh”, chinh
quyén VNCH quyét dinh sap nhap xi Pinh Hai vao dia phan xa
Hoa Long, thudc quan Hoa Vang, tinh Quang Nam; dong thoi lan
lwot ctr hang loat Phai vién hanh chinh (tic Pao trudong) dé phu
trach téng quat moi hoat dong an ninh, hanh chinh trén céc dao.

3.3.2. Thuc hién viéc canh gac, theo doi, bt gitr tau nuoc
ngoai xam nhap

Luc luong Béo an sau d6 duoc ddi tén thanh Dia phuong
quan cua VNCH tiép tuc tra dong va bao vé cac dao thudc quan
dao Hoang Sa. Luc luong nay phdi hop cung Hai quan, TQLC
chan bit, ctru hd nhiéu vu tau ca Pai Loan, Trung Quéc xam
pham lanh thd tai day... Tir ndm 1965 dén nim 1975, B6 Ngoai
giao VNCH thuong xuyén ra thong cdo chimg minh chii quyén
ctia minh trén hai quan dao Hoang Sa va Trudng Sa.

3.3.3. Chién dau bdao vé quan diao Hoang Sa trudc sw xdm
chiém cia Trung Quoc (1974)

Thang 1.1974, sau khi c¢6 su thoa hiép ciia My, Trung Qudc
da quyét dinh phat dong mot cudc “tiéu chién tranh chép nhoang”
dé cudng chiém quan dio Hoang Sa cta chinh quyén VNCH.
VNCH di c6 nhiéu hanh dong dap tra quyét liét hanh dong nay
cua Trung Quéc trén thyc dia cling nhu trén mat trdn ngoai giao
va nhan dugc sy tng ho cta nhidu “qubc gia dong minh”, trong
khi Hoa Ky quyét dinh “khong dung vé bén nao”.

3.3.4. Y chi dau tranh bdo vé chii quyén ciia nhdn dan,
chinh quyén VNCH va quan diém ciia cdc mede vé van dé Hoang
Sa

Khi Trung Qudc chiém Hoang Sa, chinh quyén va nhan dan
VNCH rat phan nd va kéu goi Lién Hlep Qudc va cac nude quan
tam, giai quyét vu viéc nay. Tai mién Nam hang triéu nguoi
xudng duong mitting, 1én an hanh dong x4m luwoc cua Trung
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Qudc, dua thu kién nghi 1én Lién Hiép Qudc phan ddi Trung
Quéc; Bén ngoai Viét Nam, sinh vién Viét Nam ¢ cac nudc kéo
dén dai st quan cua Trung Qudc dé phan d6i quyét liét...

Trén thé gidi nhiéu nuéc ung ho tinh chinh nghia cua
VNCH dbi véi Hoang Sa va phan d6i Trung Qudc vé viéc ho
dung vii luc dé cudng chiém quan dao nay. Trong luc Hoa Ky
chu truong “khéng dimg vé bén nao” thi Lién X6 lai ¢6 thai do
rat kién quyét, kich liét phan d6i Trung Qudc va kéu goi cac nude
quan tim dén con dudng hang hai di qua quan dao Hoang Sa cua
VNCH.
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CHUONG 4
MOT SO NHAN XET VA BAI HQC KINH NGHIEM

4.1. Cac hoat dong quan ly hanh chinh, khai thac va bao
vé quin dao Hoang Sa ciia chinh quyén VNCH la lién tuc,
théng thét, toan dién va phu hop véi cong phap Quoc té

Chinh quyén VNCH quan 1y hanh chinh quin dao Hoang
Sa bang viéc can ctr vao Cong phap Qudc té va Hién phap dé ban
hanh cac van ban phap quy nhu luét, nghi dinh, thong tu...; Viéc
quan 1y quan dao Hoang Sa 1a chit chg, thong nhat & hau hét cac
linh vuc tir cac b, nganh trung wong cho dén dia phuong...

4.1.1. Cong tdc quan Iy hanh chinh ciia chinh quyén VNCH
déi véi quan ddo Hoang Sa la lién tuc, thong nhdt, chdt ché va
chuyén nghiép hon so voi trucce do

Chinh quyén trung wong VNCH thong qua cac bd, nganh di
chi dao bao quat, cu thé cac hoat dong khai thac va bao v¢ ddi voi
quéan dao Hoang Sa 12 lién tyuc, thong nhat va chat ché.

4.1.2. Vai tro cua chinh quyén trung wong va trach nhiém
ciia dia phwong trong viéc quan 1y quan ddo Hodng Sa la bao
quat, cu thé va linh hoat

Chinh quyén trung wong VNCH luén cha trong dén chu
quyén cua Viét Nam ddi voi hai quan dao Hoang Sa va Truong
Sa br:ing viéc quan tam chi dao (va truc tiép phat ngdén khi can
thlet) & hau hét cac linh vyc quan su, chinh tri, ngoai giao, kinh
te... voi cac chu truong cu thé, bao quat va linh hoat. Cong tac
khal thac, bdo vé quan ddo Hoang Sa trén thuc dia duoc thé hién
nhiéu khia canh, c6 sy théng nhét trong viéc phan cong trach
nhi¢m gitra cac by, nganh cua trung wong va dia phuong.

4.2. Hoat dong xay dung Sy s6' ha tang va khai thac cia
chinh quyén VNCH dbi v6i quin diao Hoang Sa 13 qui mé va
toan dién hon so véi trudéc

4.2.1. Xdy dung cdc co sé ha tang qui mé, dam bdo cho sw
hoat dong khai thdc va bao vé
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Céc hoat dong xay dung co so ha tang, khai thac phosphate,
cép phép danh ca, thu thué; thuc hién ctru hd, khao ciru khoa
hoc... tai quﬁn dao Hoang Sa duoi thoi VNCH la sy ké tuc, tiép
ndi ctia cac chinh quyén Viét Nam trudc d6 song duoc nang lén
muc cao va da dang hon.

4.2.2. Hoat dong khai thac kha da dang trén nhiéu linh vire

Chinh quyén VNCH da khai thac hiéu qua vi tri, tiém nang
ctiia Hoang Sa trong viéc phuc vu phat trién dat nudc vé hang hai,
kinh té bién va bao vé 1anh tho tir phia bién.

4.3. Hoat dong dau tranh ngoai giao va tuyén truyén vé
chii quyén d6i véi quin dao Hoang Sa ciia chinh quyén
VNCH la thuwdong xuyén va hi¢u qua

4.3.1. Thuong xuyén lén tiéng khang dinh va bdo vé chii
quyén ciia Viét Nam doi véi quan ddo Hoang Sa va Truong Sa tai
cdc dién dan, hdi nghi ngoai giao trén thé gici

Chinh céac hoat dong ngoal giao dd 1am cho nhiéu quoc gla
lén tiéng phan dbi Trung Qudc va ung ho VNCH trong van de
Hoang Sa, ngoai giao 1a mot bo phan ciu thanh va thdng nhét
trong ¥ chi bao vé chii quyén 1anh thd qubc gia cia VNCH.

4.3.2. Thuee hién hiéu qud cong tdc tuan tra, canh gac va
cieu ho nhung véi quy mé con nhé va yéu

Luc lyc luong bao vé cua VNCH tai quén dao Hoang Sa da
lam tbt vai trd, nhiém vu ctia minh, ho lién tiép ctru hd va bat gitr
nhiéu tau thuyén nudc ngoai xaAm pham hai phan... song qui mé
ctia cac hoat dong nay con nho va yéu, khong thé so sanh véi
Trung Quéc thuc hién tai ddo Phu Lam & cung mdt thoi diém.
Tuy nhién, viéc luc luong hip phap cia VNCH chién déu va hy
sinh khi Trung Qudc cudng chiém quan dio Hoang Sa cho thiy
tinh chinh nghia va chi quyén cia VNCH.

4.3.3. Hoat dong tuyén truyén trong nhdn dén vé chii quyén
ciia VNCH doi véi quan ddo Hoang Sa la thuong xuyén va da
dang

VNCH thudng xuyén tuyén truyén vé cht quyén ciia minh
d6i véi quan dao Hoang Sa & trong va ngoai nudc véi nhiéu hinh
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thirc da dang, phong pha. Noi dung tuyén truyén chi quyén cia
ho vé Hoang Sa thong qua cac hoat dong dua tin vé cac khao ctru
khoa hoc, vé diu khi; cir nha bdo, nha tho, nhac si ra cac dao
thudc quﬁn dao Hoang Sa dé lam tho, sadng tac nhac, viét béo;
ddng thoi thudng xuyén cung cap tin tic cho bao chi Quéc té...

4.3.4. Nhitng han ché trong cdc hoat dong khai thdc va bdo
vé quan dao Hoang Sa ciia chinh quyén VNCH

Han ché c¢6 tinh bao trum trong vi¢c khai thac va bao vé
quéan dao Hoang Sa cta chinh quyén VNCH chinh 1a viéc ho 1é
thudc qua 16n vao Hoa Ky va da khong thay duoc ¥ d6 cua Trung
Quéc dbi v6i quan dao Hoang Sa, khong ¢ su chudn bi can thiét
cho mot cude chién tranh bao vé 1anh thd mét cach hitu hiéu (hoat
dong khai thac thi nho 1é, xay dung co s ha ting khong tuong
xung trong viéc phuc vu phat trién kinh té va bao vé, thuc hién
bao vé khong bao quat & cac dao thudc quan dao nay...). Chinh
viéc dua vao Hoa Ky nén khi nudc nay “ban dimg dong minh” thi
VNCH nhanh chdng roi vao trinh trang bi dong trong ddi phé véi
Trung Qudc va dé mét quin ddo Hoang Sa vao tay Trung Qudc
nam 1974.

4.4. Mot s6 bai hoc kinh nghiém

4.4.1. Ludn c6 cde gidi phép tong hop dé khai théc va bdo
vé nham khang dinh chii quyén cia Viét Nam déi véi quan déao
Hoang Sa

Viéc quan 1y hanh chinh nha nuéc dbi v6i huyén Hoang Sa
hién nay, can phai théng nhit tir Trung wong, b, nganh dén
chlnh quyen thanh phd Da Ning, nhit 1a UBND huyen Hoang Sa
vé viée tuan tra, bao v€ lanh hai, ciru hd ngu dan, cap phep danh
bét c4, cap phép khao citru khoa hoc, hop tac khai thac dau khi,
dat hiém. ..

4.4.2. Xdc dinh bién ddo la dia ban chién luoc, luén san
sang trong viéc bdo vé chii quyén quéc gia, nhat la & nhitng thoi
diém lich sir c6 tinh nhay cam

Dé bao vé chu quyen quéc gia tai cac quan dao Hoang Sa,
Truong Sa thi chinh quyén Trung wong ludn phai ty dat minh
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trong tinh thé sin sang chién d4u, vi mot tiém luc kinh té, chinh
tri, quan sy du manh va tranh bi dong, bat ngo. Trung Quéc luon
loi dung lic Viét Nam bat 6n vé chinh tri trong nhiing thoi khéc
nhay cam cua lich str, dé xam pham chu quyén cua Viét Nam.

4.4.3. Néu cao tinh than doc ldp, tw chu, khon khéo, linh
hoat trong viéc tim kiém sw dong thudn, ung hé ciia Qudc té; ting
cwong hop tac trong khai thac va bdao vé bién dio mét cach hitu
hiéu

Luon ton trong luat phap Quoc té Va Hién chwong Lién
Hiép qudc trong viéc bao vé chi quyén qubc gia trén co s ton
trong loi ich cua cac nudc lién quan, tranh thu sy ung hd cia cac
nude; déi xir cong bang, khéo 1éo véi cac nudc cb loi ich chong
14n tai Hoang Sa.

4.4.4. Can xdy dung mét luc lwong hdi qudn, canh sdt bién
va ddn qudn bién tinh nhué, hién dai; Thuong xuyén tuan tra, bao
vé lanh hai va hé tro cdc hoat dong dan su tai qudn dao Hoang
Sa

Can xay dung mdt lyc lugng hai quan, canh sat bién, dan
quan bién hung manh dé bao vé lanh thé quéc gia, bao vé con
dudng hang hai qudc té nay, day 1a mot nhiém vu v6 cung quan
trong va xuyén sudt. Khong ngimg dio tao, huin luyén ciing nhu
trang bi nhiing trang thiét bi, khi tai hién dai cho cac luc luong
trén dé bao vé chu quyén qudc gia.

4.4.5. Khéng ngirng tuyén truyén vé chi quyén cia Viét
Nam déi véi quan dio Hoang Sa

Thong qua cac co quan truyén thong, bao chi trong va ngoai
nuée, thudng xuyén tuyén truyén, khang dinh chi quyén khong
thé chdi cii ciia Viét Nam d6i v6i quan dao Hoang Sa, Truong
Sa; to chtrc va hd trg cac sinh hoat hoc thuét vé bién, dao...
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KET LUAN

Két lai c6 thé thdy rang, viéc quan 1y, khai thdc va bdo vé
quan ddo Hoang Sa ciia chinh quyén VNCH la qui mé, toan dién
c6 nhiéu diém médi hon so véi cdc thoi ky truée.

Trong trong mot bdi canh lich st vo cling éo le va phuec tap,
v6i nhitng méi quan hé qudc t& dan xen, chong chéo 1én nhau:
DAt nude bi chia thanh hai mién Nam — Béc, véi 2 thé ché chinh
tri khac nhau cung ton tai lai bi tac dong boi 2 phe xa hdi chu
nghia va tu ban chii nghia; VNCH hau nhu dya han vao Hoa Ky,
nhan sy bao trg cia nudc nay va chéng lai VNDCCH, da lam cho
ho khong thé huy dong ddy du sic manh cia ca dan toc trong
viéc khai thac va bao vé quan dao Hoang Sa.

Tuy nhién, hoat dong khai thac va bao vé quan dao Hoang
Sa ctia VNCH, tir nam 1954 dén nam 1975, c6 y nghia vo cung
quan trong, n6 khing dinh sy lién tuc chi quyén, su ké tuc va
phat trién mot cach co hé thong cac hoat dong khai thac, bao vé
cua Viét Nam trén thuc dia ddi v6i quan dao Hoang Sa tir cac
chinh quyen tmoc do. Qua do cung cho thay y chi théng nhat vé
¥ chi vé chu quyen quyen cht quyén va quyén tai phan cua Viét
Nam dbi v6i phan lanh thé thiéng liéng nay.

O khia canh khai thac, chinh quyén VNCH d3 thanh cong
trong viéc tiép tuc st dung vi tri chién lugc cua Hoang Sa trong
viéc du béo thoi tiét, hudng dan hai hanh, dam bao an ninh dudng
bién; cling nhu khai thac phosphate, danh c4, khao ctru dau khi,
hai duong hoc, thuc véat hoc, diéu hoc... Pic biét, VNCH di co
chu truong kha linh hoat trong viéc hop tac qudc té trén cac linh
vuc khai thac phosphate, khdo sat dia du, hai duong hoc, dau
khi... tai Hoang Sa vdi cac nude Singapore, Hoa Ky, Nhat Ban.
Céc hoat dong bao vé Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén VNCH bao gém
nhiéu ndi dung khac nhau nhu: diéu dong luc luong quin sy
(TQLC, Hai quan, Béao an, Pia phuong quan) ra truc tiép bao vé
cac dao nham dam bao an ninh hang hai, chéng xam nhap, bat gii
nhitng ngudi vi pham hai phéan, bao vé ngu trudng truyén thong
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béng cac hoat dong tudn tra, canh gac, chian bét ngu dan nudc
ngoai xam pham bat hop phép, thuc hién ctru ho tau thuyén; phdi
hop voi hai quan Hoa Ky trong viéc chia sé tin tirc tinh bao, tudn
tra chung tai ving bién nay... Trén mit trin ngoai giao VNCH
thé hién 1ap truong vira mém déo, vira kién quyét; dong thoi tranh
thu sy bdo trg, ing hd cua Hoa Ky va cac nudc 16n song tranh
lam “ran nit tinh cam” véi cac qubc gia than hitu nhu Dai Loan
va Philippines. Dinh diém cta hoat dong bao vé 1a hanh dong hy
sinh ctia cac binh linh VNCH tai Hoang Sa nam 1974, cho thiy ¥
chi chu quyén, quyén loi qudc gia cia Viét Nam tai Hoang Sa la
khong thé chéi cai; dong thoi cho thiy viée dung vii luc cudng
chiém Hoang Sa cua Trung Qudc da cha dap 1én Hién chuong
Lién Hiép Qudc va luat phap qudc té, nén s& khong bao gid dua
dén cho ho chul quyén dbi voi quan déo nay.

Hoat déng khai thac va bdo vé quin dio Hodng Sa cia
chinh quyén VNCH, tir ndm 1954 dén nam 1975, da bdc bo thuyét
phuc cdi goi la “chii quyén lich sit” ciia Trung Quéc doi véi quan
dao Hoang Sa.

Chinh cac hoat dong quan 1y hanh chinh, khai thac va bao
v€ nhu: thanh 1dp don vi hanh chinh, ctr lyc lugng ra tra dong va
bao vé thudng xuyén, chin bat tau thuyén Trung Qubc, Dai Loan
x4m nhdp trai phép, cho phép danh bat c4, hop tac khai thac
phosphate; huéng dan hai hanh va canh bao tau thuyén, dy béo
thoi tiét, ctru ho, khao ctru khoa hoc... ctia chinh quyén VNCH tai
Hoang Sa cho thay sy chinh danh, hop phép, hop hién va phi hop
v6i ludt phap Qudc té; ddng thoi bac bo mot cach hidu qua, thuyét
phuc nhitng mao nhén chi quyén, doi hoi v6 1y ciia Trung Qudc
d6i v6i quan dao Hoang Sa. Nhimg hoat dong bat giit va phong
thich ngu dan Trung Qudc, Pai Loan xam nhap trai phap tai quan
dao Hoang Sa cuing véi viée tuyén bao chu quyén thuong xuyén,
lién tyc cia VNCH trén cac dién dan quéc té; nhfrng phat biéu
phan d6i cong khai phan d6i sy mao nhan chu quyén, xadm pham
cua tau thuyen Trung Quoc cua chinh quyen VNCH Ia co s¢ quan
trong, khang dinh chi quyén lién tuc, théng nhét cia Viét Nam
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dbi voi quan dao Hoang Sa. Viéc Trung Qudc ding vil luc cudng
chiém quan dao Hoang Sa tir chinh quyén VNCH cho thiy su bat
hop phép, bat chap luat phap Qudc té cua Trung Qudc, vi vay sé
khong bao gio cho ho ¢6 duoc cha quyén dbi voi phan dat nay
cua Viét Nam.

Cdc hoat dong khai théc va bdo vé chii quyén doi véi quan
ddo Hodang Sa ciia chinh quyén VNCH c¢6 ¥ nghia ddc biét vé mdt
phdp Iy va quan Iy nha nude doi véi Viét Nam hién nay

Qua nghién cuu hoat dong khai thac va bao vé quan dao
Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén VNCH cho thiy vi tri, vai tro, quyén
loi quéc gia ciia Viét Nam ddi voi quan dao nay la vo cung quan
trong, no khong chi anh huéng dén khong glan sinh ton, sic
manh trén bién cia Viét Nam ma ca khu vuc va thé gioi. Vi e do,
viéc tranh chdp vé& quyén chu quyén tai quan dao Hoang Sa hién
nay, khéng chi dugc giai quyét song phu’ong gitta Viét Nam va
Trung Qudc ma con phai dua trén tinh thin da phuong (nhiéu
qudc gia co quyén loi tai Blen Poéng nhim dam bao con du:ong
hang hai, hang khong Quéc té di qua khu vuc nay) trén tinh than
Hién chuong Lién Hiép Qudc va luat phap quéc té bao gém
UNCLOS.

Nghién ctru dé tai “Hoat dong khai thac va bao vé chu
quyén quan dao Hodang Sa cia chinh quyén VNCH (1954 -1975)”
chung t61 co ban da dyng lai mot buc tranh kha toan dién, vdi cac
mang mau tdi — sang khac nhau vé cac hoat dong khai thac va bao
vé quan dao Hoang Sa cua chinh quyén VNCH, song nhiéu van
dé khong kém phan quan trong lién quan dén dé tai nhu: Sy that
vé su thoa hiép giita Hoa Ky voi Trung Qudc trong van dé Hoang
Sa, sy hién dién va xung dot 1gi ich ctia cac nude 16n xung quanh
vung bién nay (nhat 13 Lién X6, Hoa Ky va Trung Qudc)... da tac
dong va co ¥ nghia ra sao dbi voi VNCH luc bay gio, cling nhu
d6i v6i Viét Nam trong bdi canh quc té ngay nay? La nhing van
dé can duoc tiép tuc nghién ctru trong thoi gian dén.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Reasons for choosing the subject

In Vietnam's sea and island system, the Paracel and the
Spratly archipelagos occupy a very important geopolitical and
economic position. The current Vietnamese State inherits and
promotes the tradition of exploiting and protecting the sea and
islands through historical periods; at the same time, they advocate
the development of the marine economy associated with the
protection of sovereignty over the sea and islands in line with
national interests and international conventions.

From 1954 to 1975, in the context of the coexistence of two
political institutions in the North and South of Vietnam, according
to the provisions of the Geneva Agreement, the two archipelagos
of the Paracel and the Spratly were under the rule of the
government of the Republic of Vietnam (RVN). Therefore, the
research on the activities of exploiting and protecting the
sovereignty of the RVN over the Paracel archipelago is not only
highly scientific, but also contains practical values. For that
reason, we chose the subject: " Exploitation and protection of
sovereignty of the Paracel Archipelago by the RVN Government
(1954 -1975)", for our doctoral thesis.

From a scientific point of view, this thesis helps to
reconstruct a relatively complete picture of the exploitation and
protection activities by the RVN government on the Paracel
Islands. From there, it identifies the advantages and the limits of
the exploitation and the protection of the archipelagos.

In terms of practical significance, the thesis comprehensively
and convincingly presents the process of operation and protection
the government of RVN on the ground under the requirement of
“actual possession” under international law; systematically
synthesizes high historical legal documents, thus strengthening
Vietnam's legal record on the Paracel issues; at the same time
highlights useful lessons, practical suggestions on national
policies for the management of the sea and islands, etc.
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2. Object and scope of the research

2.1. Object of the research:

- The object of the research is the exploitation and
sovereignty protection of the Paracel archipelago of the
government of the RVN, from 1954 to 1975.

2.2. Scope of the reseach:

- Limit of research space: The Republic of Vietnam (also
called South Vietnam), the defined space is the whole Paracel
archipelago.

- Limit of research time: From 1954 to 1975.

- Limit of research content: Exploitation and protection
activities of the Paracel archipelago of RVN government.

3. Purpose and mission of the research

3.1. Purpose: to analyze, present systematically and
comprehensively the activities of exploitation and protection of
the Paracel archipelago by the RVN government, from 1954 to
1975, including the following activities: maintenance of islands,
patrols, guarding, blocking foreign ships, on the diplomatic front;
operating activities such as: Use of infrastructure on the islands
(lighthouses, weather stations, radios, etc.), organization of
fishing activities, phosphate mining and scientific research, etc.

3.2. Mission:

+ First, to present the historical context that influenced the
process of exploitation and protection of the Paracel archipelago
of the government of the RVN (1954 - 1975).

+ Second, to analyze and present the basic contents of the
exploitation and protection activities of the Paracel archipelago of
the RVN government (1954 - 1975).

+ Third, to evaluate the effectiveness and limitations of the
exploitation and protection activities of the Paracel archipelago of
the RVN government (1954 - 1975);

+ Fourth, to identify lessons learnt for the current
exploitation and protection of the sovereignty of the sea and
islands in Vietnam.
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4. Research methodology

We highly value the importance of the basic methods of
historical science: the historical method and the logical method.
Both methods are used simultaneously to outline and reconstruct
the historical process of exploitation and protection activities of
the Paracel Archipelago from 1954 to 1975. However, these two
methods are applied alternately, depending on the problem
presented, one of the two methods will prevail.

In addition, a number of other research methods are also
used in the research: a comparative method from both historical
and synchronic perspectives is applied when necessary to
highlight certain problems, especially in terms of nature and role
of Vietnamese governments on the Paracel archipelago.

The cartographic method is used to compare, contrast and
locate the islands of the Paracel archipelago; the oceanographic
method is used to study relevant facts regarding fishing grounds,
marine life, oil and gas; We also use a number of literary,
geography research methods to solve geography or administrative
document problems. Finally, the field method (meeting with
witnesses, poll by the Paracel Team in Ly Son) to verify and
clarify the issues related to the research subject.

5. Contribution of the thesis

In terms of scientific significance, the thesis helps to
reproduce the relatively complete and comprehensive picture of
the RVN government's exploitation and protection activities on
the Paracel Islands. From there, it identifies the advantages and
the limits of the exploitation and the protection of the archipelago.

In terms of practical significance, the thesis fully and
convincingly demonstrates the process of operation and
protection by the RVN government on the ground under the
requirement of ‘“‘actual possession” under international law;
systematically collects highly legal historical documents and
strengthens Vietnam's legal record on the Paracel issue; shows
useful lessons, practical suggestions on national policies for the
management of the sea and islands; and helps educate the
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Vietnamese tradition of loving the sea and the islands.

- Regarding the way to access documents, our thesis applies
a more diversified, richer and more convincing method: in
addition to accessing documents which are administrative
documents issued by the government of the Republic of Vietnam
concerning the Paracel Islands, we use documents published
outside Vietnam; the complete thesis will make an important
contribution to the systematization of historical documents on the
archipelago of Paracel, helping to affirm a long and continuous
history of the sovereignty of Vietnam over this archipelago.

- With regard to the point of view and method of research:
from the results of previous researchers and from the "openness"
in the view and assessment of the activities of the Vietnamese
government to exploit and protect the archipelago of Paracel in
recent years, the thesis will give more honest and objective
results, comments and scientific evidence, in order to reproduce a
relatively complete context of these activities from a historical
perspective. The thesis will review the operation and protection
activities of the RVN government on the Paracel archipelago
based on the provisions of international law, in particular the law
of the sea; simultaneously guarantee the principles of protecting
the sovereignty and sovereignty rights, jurisdiction and other
interests of Vietnam today.

6. The layout of the thesis

In addition to the introduction, the conclusion, the list of
references and the appendices, the content of the thesis includes 4
chapters:

Chapter 1: Scientific research overview and references.

Chapter 2: Exploitation and protection activities of the
Paracel archipelago by the government of the Republic of
Vietnam from 1954 to 1965.

Chapter 3: Exploitation and protection activities of the
Paracel archipelago by the government of the Republic of
Vietnam from 1965 to 1975.

Chapter 4: Some comments and lessons learnt.
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CHAPTER 1

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH OVERVIEW AND
REFERENCES

1.1. Overview of the Paracel archipelago before the
takeover of the Republic of Vietnam (before July 1954)

1.1.1. Name, geographical position, area of The Paracel
archipelago

The ancient Vietnamese called the Paracel the Bai Cat Vang,
Cdn Vang or Pai Truong Sa or Van Ly Trudng Sa. The Paracel is
a coral archipelago located in the middle of the South China Sea, at
about 15 © 45 '- 17 ° 15 'north latitude and 111 ° - 113 © east
longitude. 64 79 nautical miles (120 km) from the island of Ly Son
(Cu Lao Re) and 75.59 nautical miles from the Chinese island of
Hainan (140 km); comprising over 37 islands, coral dunes, rocks,
large and small islands and shoals, stretching from west to east
about 100 nautical miles, north to south at about 85 nautical miles;
with a total area of approximately 16,000 km? with a floating
surface area of approximately 10 km?.

1.1.2. Natural resources and strategic location of Paracel
archipelago

Paracel Islands occupy an extremely important political and
military position, this place contains many great natural resources
such as oil and gas, phosphate, seafood, birds ... with large and
rich reserves, it is strategically important on the international sea
route across the South China Sea.

1.1.3. Mining activities in the Paracel archipelago before
July 1954

After the peaceful occupation until 1954, the Vietnamese
feudal authorities as well as the French colonial government have
always organized the exploitation and protection of the Paracel
Islands with activities such as: seizure of material from sinking
vessels, fishing permits, extraction of algae, phosphate mining,
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lighthouse construction, meteorology, as well as sending military
forces to protect and rescue directly in the Paracel archipelago.

1.1.4. Patrol, guard and protection of the Paracel Islands
before July 1954

From the time of possession until later, the lords and kings
of the Nguyen dynasty focused on patrolling, protecting and
rescuing in Paracel and considered this as an important task to
assert their sovereignty over this archipelago. Under the French
colony, the colonial government regularly mobilized warships to
patrol Paracel, sent forces to hold the islands directly ... Under the
Vietnamese government, these activities continued until July
1954.

1.2. The research situation

1.2.1. Domestic authors research resuls

So far, at different levels and scope, there have been a
number of books, treatises, theses, dissertations that directly or
indirectly mention the topic we are studying. The research history
is as following:

- The period prio to 1975: Before 1975, a number of studies
on Paracel islands and Spratly islands were published. Most of
them not only dealt with legal issues, but also mentioned some of
the RVN government's exploitation and protection activities of
the Paracel Islands. The Navy of the Republic of Vietnam
(August 1971) published Bdc san luot song, RVN Ministry of
Civil Affairs and Rehabilitation (March 1974) published Hoang
Sa - Lanh thé Viét Nam Céng hoa, Saigon Pedagogical University
(January 1975), sponsored by Khai Tri Bookstore, published the
bulletin on Hoang Sa and Truong Sa (No. 29). The authors Le
Thanh Khe (1971), with L'affaire des lles Paracels et Spratley
devant le droit International, Thése 3eme cycle, Institut
International d'Etudes et de Recherches Diplomatiques, Paris,
Dinh Van Cu (1972), with the thesis Sovereignty of Hoang Sa and
Truong Sa archipelago, etc.

- From 1975 to present: The authors such as: Van Trong
(1979), Hoang Sa - Vietnam Islands, Vu Phi Hoang (1984), About
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our islands, Luu Van Loi (1995), The Vietnam-China dispute over
two archipelagos of Hoang Sa and Truong Sa, Tran Cong Truc
(2011), Vietnam's imprint on the East Sea, Vu Huu San (2013),
Geography of the East Sea with Hoang Sa, Truong Sa ... Vietnam
Ministry of Defense Research Department (August 1992) translated
and published the book "9 expeditions from China", the Hoang Sa
District People's Committee (2010) published the Hoang Sa
newsletter... Since 2014 to now, a series of research works by
authors: Nguyen Quang Ngoc, Do Bang, Pham Ngoc Tram, Ngo
Van Minh, Nguyen Nha, Dinh Quang Hai, Tran Duc Cuong,
Nguyen Ngoc Truong, Nguyen Thai Anh, Tran Duc Anh Son, Luu
Anh Ro, Nguyen Tuan Khanh, etc. directly mentioned the
management and protection of the sovereignty by the RVN
government over the Paracel archipelago.

1.2.2. Foreign authors’ research results

In general, there is not much research on the exploitation
and protection of the Hoang Sa archipelago by the government of
the RVN, from 1954 to 1975 by researchers outside of Vietnam.
From 1975 to now, there have been a number of in-depth studies
referring to this topic such as: Two Chinese authors, Sa Luc -
Man Luc (February 1992), launched the book "9 expeditions from
China " by Sichuan Arts Publishing House, in August 1992;
which evokes the event of the RVN invasion of Paracel in 1974.
The author Monique Chemillier Gendreau (1996 - translated and
published in Vietnam in 1998) has a valuable archaeological work
Sovereignty over the two archipelagos of Paracel and Spartly
published by L'Harmattan Paris Edition, which referred to a
number of decrees and edicts issued by the RVN relating to the
management of the Paracel Islands. Vu Huu San (2013), with
Geography of the East Sea with Hoang Sa, Truong Sa mentioned
a number of exploitation and protection activities of the RVN
administration over the Paracel Islands.

1.2.2. Legacy and current problems

1.2.2.1. Legacy

First, through the research of the above authors, it shows that
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the exploitation and protection by the State of Vietnam on the
Paracel archipelago have been done continuously, directly carried
out by high authorities, activities such as fishing , collection of
taxes, rescue, patrol ... have been carried out peacefully through
historical periods; these are important bases for us to conduct our
thesis research.

Second, by inheriting the work of the predecessors, by
collecting the scattered and separated documents that mentioned
different aspects of the process of exploitation and protection of
the Paracel Islands by the government of the RVN, we have more
useful information to complete, and have a more objective vision
of these activities to describe them more clearly.

Third, the study and explanation by interested researchers
from many different perspectives, towards suggested many new
directions to us, especially given the role of the government of the
RVN on the Paracel archipelago, its cosmopolitan and regional
character in the concrete historical context; Vietnam's legal
sovereignty over this archipelago under the International
Covenant on the Law of the Sea and the constitution and laws of
the RVN at the time, etc.

1.2.3.2. The current problems

The shortcomings in the RVN government's (1954 - 1975)
exploitation and protection operation of the Paracel Archipelago
were not minimal in the following issues:

First, it is necessary to clarify the historical context of the
process of taking control, exploitation and protection of the Hoang
Sa archipelago in Vietnam under the RVN (1954 - 1975), putting
oneself in this context to see the pros and cons in the management
of Hoang Sa as well as the liability of RVN.

Second, the thesis focuses on clarifying the state management
process of the RVN government on the Paracel Archipelago,
through the following activities: Establishment of administrative
units, population management, appointment of PVHC ( ie chief of
the island); the role of RVN central government and ministries,
sectors and local authorities on these islands.
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Third, there is a need to clarify the policies of the RVN
government in the areas of construction and repair of weather
stations, lighthouses, construction of infrastructure, licensing of
phosphate mining and call for foreign cooperation and investment
..., sending Vietnamese armed forces, navies, security forces and
local troops to defend the islands; fight to defend the sovereignty
of RVNs over the Paracel archipelago in international forums ...

Fourth, the thesis objectively assesses and draws some
lessons learnt from the RVN government's exploitation and
protection of the Paracel Archipelago, in order to figure some
issues related to the current sea and island protection work.

1.3. Overview of document sources

1.3.1. Source of old bibliographic documents

First of all, these are the official bibliographic documents of
the Nguyen dynasty, such as Dai Nam thyc luc, Khdm dinh Dai
Nam héi dién su 1é, Pai Nam liét truyén, Pai Nam nhat théng chi
and records of Royal. We also pay special attention to Phu bién
tap luc of Lé Quy Don, Hai ngoai ky su of Thich Dai San, Nam
Ha tiép luc (1811) of Lé Pan, Lich Triéu hién chirong logi chi of
Phan Huy Chu, the Nguyen dynasty ‘s offical documents, etc.
About the French documents: The book Choix de lectures
geéographiques et historiques, of M. Mentelle, the book Souvenirs
de Hué (Cochinchine) of Michel Chaigneau...; Some French
magazines in Indochina and France have written numerous
articles on the Hoang Sa archipelago such as: L’Eveil
Economique weekly, journals “Le Monde Colonial Illustré”,
“République”, “Presse Indochinoise”, L’Eveil De L’Indochine,
“Lit Tout”, “L’Ilustration”... The bibliographies and documents
above show the implementation of sovereignty and the protection
of sovereignty of the Vietnamese government as well as on behalf
of Vietnam, France's presence in Paracel was continuous and
systematic.

1.3.2. Source of RVN government administrative documents

So far, few people have accessed and exploited the
materials generated in the process of management, exploitation
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and defense of Hoang Sa by the RVN government. Over the past
20 years and in the process of implementing this thesis, with the
facilitation of National Archives Center 2 in Ho Chi Minh City
and National Archives Center 4 in Dalat, we had access to and
read hundreds of thousands pages of documents on Hoang Sa and
Truong Sa; In particular, regarding the exploitation and protection
of the Hoang Sa archipelago of the RVN government, there are a
fairly large number of documents, with tens of thousands of pages
of documents, documentary photos, maps ...

1.3.3. Sources of scientific research works

Regarding scientific research: Nguyen Quang Ngoc (1995),
The History of Vietnam's Sovereignty in the Two Archipelagos of
Hoang Sa and Truong Sa, Da Nang Propaganda and Education
Committee (2012): Implementation of the research: Hoang Sa
Islands of Vietnam through the government records of the RVN in
the period 1954 - 1975, Thua Thien Hue Historical Sciences
Association (2012 - 2014), "Organization and activities for the
protection of Vietnamese sea and islands under the Nguyen
dynasty 1802 - 1885, scientific research of the National Fund for
the Development of Science and Technology (Nafosted), chaired
by Do Bang.. Danang University - Pham Van Dong University
organized the seminar: Hoang Sa - Truong Sa: Historical Facts
(2014) ...

1.3.4. Sources of witnesses

The author contacted witnesses who used to be
meteorological officers, security soldiers, local soldiers,
phosphate workers, construction workers, administrative officers
from Dinh Hai, Hoa Long communes and fishermen from Quang
Nam, Da Nang, Hue, Quang Ngai who fished and currently fish in
Hoang Sa, ... these witnesses help us clarify many issues that the
archives did not mention.
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CHAPTER 2

EXPLOITATION AND PROTECTION OF PARACEL
ISLANDS BY THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT OF
VIETNAM, 1954 TO 1965

2.1. Historical context and process of takeover of the
Hoang Sa archipelago

Since 1954, the Geneva agreement on the end of the
Indochina war was implemented, Vietnam was temporarily
divided into two regions: South-North, with two different political
institutions. The RVN government was responsible for taking
over and governing the archipelagos of Paracel and Spratly.

2.2. The RVN government's exploitation of the Paracel
archipelago from 1954 to 1965

2.2.1. Construction of infrastructure on the islands

The government of the Republic of Vietnam has rebuilt the
Hoang Sa Meteorological Service, repaired and maintained many
other constructions to serve the operation and protection of
Paracel islands such as: warehouses, storage yards and docks to
mine phosphate; public houses for the security force ...

2.2.2. Phosphate extraction

The RVN government established the mining company on
the Tay Sa archipelago to extract phosphate and allow foreign
companies to invest in this area, especially the company of Huu
Phat (Yew Huat) from Singapore. The quantity of exploitation
from 1954 to 1965, is considerable.

2.2.3. Fishing, oil and gas exploration, oceanography

The RVN government allowed Vietnamese and foreign
fishermen to come and fish and collect seaweed in Paracel a lot;
numerous scientific researches on oceanography, fishing,
meteorology, geology, in particular oil and gas ... in the Paracel
archipelago were carried out.

2.3. Protection activities in the Hoang Sa archipelago of
the RVN government, 1954-1965
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2.3.1. Establishment of Dinh Hai commune

During this period, in terms of state management of the
Hoang Sa archipelago, the RVN government decided to establish
Dinh Hai commune as an administrative unit (i.e. the Hoang Sa
archipelago), under Hoa Vang district, Quang Nam province.

2.3.2. Replacement of guard forces on the islands

Prior to 1954, the Vietnamese government sent a
Vietnamese armed force to guard Paracel islands. Since 1956, the
government of the Republic of Vietnam executed a maritime
force and then gradually replaced it with the Security Army to
protect the islands of Paracel Islands.

2.3.3. Patrol, protection and rescue activities in Paracel
islands

Through military activities, the RVN government closely
followed all the moves of the countries that intended to invade
Hoang Sa, especially China. Patrol, protection and arrest of
foreign fishermen who violated territorial waters, rescue work in
Paracel islands ... were regularly deployed...

2.3.4. Propaganda and Fight to Protect Hoang Sa
Sovereignty

From 1954 to 1965, the RVN government organized a
series of propaganda activities on Vietnamese sovereignty over
the Paracel Archipelago nationally and internationally.
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CHAPTER 3

EXPLOITATION AND PROTECTION OF PARACEL
ISLANDS BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF VIETNAM, 1965 TO 1975

3.1. Historical context

From 1965, when the United States sent expeditionary
troops to South Vietnam and extended the war to destroy the
North, this was a major turning point in the operations of
exploitation and defense of the Paracel Islands by the RVN
government... The RVN received a lot of aid from the United
States in terms of modern warships, planes, machines and
equipment ... to protect the existing Hoang Sa archipelago.
However, starting in 1972, when the United States shook hands
with China in an attempt to "get out of the Vietnam quagmire”,
they compromised for China to conquer the RVN’s Paracel
Islands.

3.2. Exploitation of the Hoang Sa archipelago by the
RVN government from 1965 to 1975

3.2.1. Continuing to build and consolidate infrastructure

From 1965, the RVN’s infrastructure on the Paracel
archipelago was invested on a larger scale than before, such as:
Meteorological service, shelters, defense places ... on the islands.

3.2.2. Operation of Hoang Sa Weather Station

The Hoang Sa Weather Station (Pattle Station) under the
RVN Meteorological Service functioned quite efficiently to
forecast the weather on the mainland, until China forcibly
occupied the Hoang Sa Archipelago and used this facility...

3.2.3. Regulations on the territorial sea, fishing and
scientific prospecting

Meanwhile, RVN promulgated laws on territorial waters
and dealing with foreign fishing vessels that violated Vietnamese
waters. At the same time, they authorized fishing, scientific
investigations, especially oil and gas investigations in Hoang Sa...
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3.3. RVN Government’s activities to protect the Paracel
archipelago, 1965-1975

3.3.1. Merger of Dinh Hai commune to Hoa Long commune
and appointment of administrative deputies

In 1968, to "simplify the administrative apparatus", the
RVN government decided to merge Dinh Hai commune to Hoa
Long commune, Hoa Vang district, Quang Nam province; at the
same time, a series of administrative deputies (ie the heads of the
island’s authorities) were sent to take charge of all security and
administrative activities on the islands.

3.3.2. Custody, surveillance and arrest of foreign ships
encroaching on the territorial sea

The security forces were later renamed RVN Local Forces,
which continued to station and protect the islands of the Paracel
Islands. This force coordinated with the Navy and the Marine
Infantry to intercept and save numerous cases of Taiwanese and
Chinese fishing vessels encroaching on this territory ... From
1965 to 1975, the RVN Ministry of Foreign Affairs regularly
issued statements proving its sovereignty over the two
archipelagos of Paracel and Spratly.

3.3.3. Fight to protect the Paracel Islands from Chinese
invasion (1974)

In January 1974, after the compromise with the United
States, China decided to launch a "brief mini-war" to seize the
Paracel Islands of the government of the RVN. RVN took many
actions to fiercely respond to this China’s action on the ground as
well as on the diplomatic front and has received support from
many "Allied States", while the United States decided to "not
support any side .

3.3.4. The will to fight to protect the sovereignty of the
people, the government of the RVN and the views of other
countries on the issue of Paracel islands

When China occupied Paracel islands, the government and
people of RVN were very outraged and called on the United
Nations and other countries to pay attention and resolve this
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matter. In the south, millions of people took to the streets to
protest, condemn China's aggression, and submit petitions to the
United Nations against China; Outside Vietnam, Vietnamese
students flocked to the Chinese embassies to protest strongly ...
Around the world, many countries supported RVN's
righteousness towards Hoang Sa and opposed China over its use
of military force to conquer these islands. While the United States
advocated "do not support any side," the Soviet Union strongly
and vehemently opposed China and called on countries to pay
attention to the sea route through the RVN’s Paracel Islands.
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CHAPTER 4
COMMENTS AND LESSONS LEARNT

4.1. The RVN government's administration, exploitation
and protection activities of the Paracel Archipelago were
continuous, unified, comprehensive and in accordance with
international law.

The RVN government manageed the administration of the
Paracel archipelago based on international law and the
Constitution to issue legal documents such as laws, decrees and
circulars...; The management of the Hoang Sa Archipelago was
strict and unified in most areas, from ministries, central branches
to localities...

4.1.1. The administrative management of the RVN
government on the Paracel Archipelago was more continuous,
unified and more strict and professional than before.

The central government of RVN, through ministries and
branches, generally and specifically directed the exploitation and
protection of the Paracel Islands to be continuous, unified and
coherent.

4.1.2. The vrole of central government and local
responsibilities in the management of the Paracel Islands was all-
embracing, specific and flexible.

The RVN central government always paid attention to
Vietnam's sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly archipelagos
by leading (and speaking directly if necessary) in almost all areas:
military, governance, diplomacy, economy... with specific,
general and flexible orientations. The exploitation and protection
of the Paracel Archipelago on the ground has been demonstrated
in many aspects, there was unity in the distribution of
responsibilities between ministries and branches at central and
local levels.

4.2. The construction of the RVN government's
infrastructure and exploitation at the Paracel Archipelago was



17

larger and more complete than before.

4.2.1. Building large-scale infrastructure to ensure
operations and protection

The activities of infrastructure construction, phosphate
mining, fishing permits, tax collection, rescue, scientific research

.. in the Paracel archipelago under the RVN were the legacy of
the previous Vietnamese authorities, but were raised to a higher
and more diverse level.

4.2.2. Diversified operations in many areas

The RVN government has effectively exploited Paracel
islands' position and potential in the service of the country's
maritime development, maritime economy and territorial
protection from the sea.

4.3. The diplomatic activities and propaganda of the
RVN government on sovereignty over the Paracel
Archipelago were regular and effective.

4.3.1. The assertion and protection of Vietnam's sovereignty
over the Paracel and Spratly archipelagos took place regularly in
diplomatic forums and conferences around the world.

It is the diplomatic activities that prompted many countries
to protest against China and support RVN in the Paracel case,
diplomacy is an integral and unified part of the drive to defend
RVN's national territorial sovereignty.

4.3.2. Effective implementation of patrol, guard and rescue
work, but on a small scale

RVN security forces in the Paracel Archipelago performed
their roles and tasks well, and they continuously rescued and
captured many foreign ships and boats violating the waters ... but
the scale of operations was smaller and weak, incomparable to
China's operations on Phu Lam Island at the same time. However,
the fight and deaths of ARVN’s law enforcement when China
captured the Paracel Islands showed the righteousness and
sovereignty of the RVN.

4.3.3. Propaganda among the people about RVN
sovereignty over the Paracel Archipelago was frequent and
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varied.

RVN often propagated its sovereignty over the Paracel
Archipelago inside and outside the country in many diverse and
varied forms. Their content of propaganda of sovereignty over
Paracel islands was represented through reporting activities on
scientific research, on oil and gas; sending journalists, poets and
musicians to the islands of the Hoang Sa archipelago to write
poems, compose music, write articles; at the same time, regularly
providing information to the international press...

4.3.4. RVN Government restrictions on exploitation and
protection of the Paracel archipelago

The main limitation in the operation and protection of the
Paracel Archipelago from the RVN government is that they were
too dependent on the United States and did not see China's
intentions for the Paracel Islands, they were not well prepared for
a territorial war (exploitation activities were sporadic, the scope
of infrastructures was incompatible with economic development
and protection, some islands left un-protected in these
archipelagic islands ...). Due to its dependence on the United
States, when it was “betrayed,” RVN quickly fell into a passive
state in its relations with China and lost the Paracel Islands to
China in 1974.

4.4. Some lessons learned

4.4.1. There always should be all-embracing solutions of
exploitation and protection to assert Vietnam's sovereignty over
the Paracel archipelago.

The current administrative management of Paracel District
should be unified from the central government, ministries and
sectors to Da Nang City government, especially the Hoang Sa
District People's Committee on patrols, territorial protection and
rescue of fishermen, fishing license, scientific research license,
cooperation in oil and gas exploitation, rare soils, etc.

4.4.2. Determination of the sea and the islands as a
strategic area, ready to protect national sovereignty, especially at
sensitive times.
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In order to protect national sovereignty in the Paracel and
Spratly archipelagos, the central government must always put
itself in a state of combat readiness, with economic, political and
military potential strong enough to avoid the passive and
unexpected situation. China continues to take advantage of
Vietnam's political instability at sensitive times to encroach on
Vietnam's sovereignty.

4.4.3. Highlighting the spirit of independence and
autonomy, being smart and flexible to gain international
consensus and support; strengthening cooperation in the
exploitation and protection of the sea and islands effectively

Respect for international law and the Charter of the United
Nations in the protection of national sovereignty based on respect
for the interests of the countries concerned, taking advantage of
the support of the countries; fair and skillful treatment of
countries with common interests in Hoang Sa.

4.4.4. It is necessary to build an elite and modern navy,
maritime police and maritime militia, regularly patrol, protect the
territorial sea and support civilian activities in the Paracel
archipelago.

It is necessary to build a powerful navy force composed of
maritime police and maritime militia to protect the national
territory and protect this international sea route, which is an
extremely important and continuous task. Education, training and
modern equipment and weapons should be provided for the
aforementioned forces in order to protect national sovereignty.

4.4.5. Endless propaganda on Vietnam's sovereignty over
the Paracel archipelago

Through national and foreign media and press, it is
necessary to regularly propagate and assert the indisputable
sovereignty of Vietnam over the Paracel and Spratly Islands; to
organize and support academic activities on the sea and the
islands...
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CONCLUSION

In summary, it can be seen that the management, operation
and protection of the Paracel Archipelago of the RVN
government was very extensive and comprehensive, with many
novelties compared to the previous period.

In an extremely complicated historical context, with
intertwined international relations: the country was divided into
two regions of the South and the North, with two different
political institutions, influenced by two sides of socialism and
capitalism; RVN was almost entirely dependent on the United
States, receiving its patronage and opposing DRVN, making it
impossible to mobilize the full force of the entire nation in the
exploitation and defense of the Paracel Islands.

However, the operation of exploitation and defense of the
Paracel archipelago of the RVN, from 1954 to 1975, has a very
significant meaning, which is the affirmation of sovereignty,
succession and development of Vietnam’s activities of
exploitation and protection on the ground towards the Paracel
archipelago of previous administrations. It also shows the
unification of Vietnam's will for sovereignty, right to sovereignty
and jurisdiction over this sacred homeland.

In terms of operations, the RVN government succeeded in
continuing to utilize Paracel islands’ strategic position in weather
forecasting, navigation guidance and ensuring maritime safety; as
well as phosphate mining, fishing, oil and gas research,
oceanography, botany, or ornithology ... In particular, the RVN
has advocated a fairly flexible international cooperation in the
fields of exploitation phosphates, geography, oceanography, oil
and gas ... in Hoang Sa with countries like Singapore, the United
States and Japan. The protection activities of Paracel by the RVN
government were diverse such as: sending military forces (marine
infantry, navy, security, local troops) to directly protect the
islands to ensure maritime security, anti- intrusion, arrest of
offenders in territorial waters, protection of traditional fishing
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areas by patrols, guarding, arrest of foreign fishermen of illegal
offenses, rescue of ships and boats; coordinated with the US Navy
in intelligence sharing, joint patrol in this maritime area... On the
diplomatic front, the RVN displayed an attitude that was both
flexible and determined; at the same time enjoying the patronage
and support of the United States and the big countries, while
avoided the "emotional break" with friendly countries like Taiwan
and the Philippines. The culmination of the protection activity
was the sacrificial act of the RVN soldiers in Hoang Sa in 1974,
showing that Vietnam's desire for sovereignty and national
interests in Hoang Sa was undeniable; at the same time, China's
use of force to occupy Paracel islands flouted the United Nations
Charter and international law, so that Vietnam will never give
them sovereignty over these islands.

The RVN government's exploitation and defense of the
Paracel Archipelago, from 1954 to 1975, convincingly rejected
China's alleged "historic sovereignty"” over the Paracel Islands

Administrative management, exploitation and protection
activities such as: the establishment of administrative units, the
sending of forces to build and guard regularly, the interception of
Chinese and Taiwanese vessels entering illegally, allowing
fishing, cooperation in the exploitation of phosphates; the
navigation advice and vessel alerts, weather forecast, rescue,
scientific research ... from the RVN government in Paracel islands
showed legitimacy, constitutional compliance and international
law; at the same time, effectively rejecting and convincing the
usurpation of China's sovereignty, the unreasonable claims on the
Paracel Islands. The arrest and release activities of Chinese and
Taiwanese fishermen illegally invading the Paracel archipelago as
well as the frequent and continuous complaints of the RVN in
international forums; South Vietnamese government's public
statements of protest against China’s usurpation of sovereignty
and the violation of Chinese ships are an important basis,
affirming Vietnam's continued and unified sovereignty over the
Paracel Islands. China's use of force to occupy RVN
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government’s Paracel Islands was found to be illegal, against
international law, so that they would never have sovereignty over
this land of Vietnam.

The activities of the RVN government's exploitation and
protection of sovereignty over the Paracel Archipelago have
special significant meaning in terms of legal and state
management for present-day Vietnam.

Through the RVN government's research on the exploitation
and protection of the Paracel Archipelago, we see that the
position, role and national interests of Vietnam on this
archipelago are extremely important, they do not only affect to the
survival space, Vietnam's power at sea, but also the region and the
world. For this reason, the current sovereignty dispute in the
Paracel Islands must not only be resolved bilaterally between
Vietnam and China, but also in a multilateral spirit (many
countries have interests in the East Sea in order to ensure that
international sea and air routes pass through this area) and in the
spirit of the Charter of the United Nations and international law,
including UNCLOS.

Our research "Exploitation and Protection of the
Sovereignty of the Paracel Archipelago by the RVN Government
(1954 -1975)" constructed a fairly complete picture, with dark and
vivid colors, on the activities of the RVN government for
exploitation and protection of the Paracel archipelago, however
many equally important questions related to the subject such as:
The truth about the compromise between the United States and
China in the Paracel question, the presence and the conflicts of
'interests of the major countries around this sea (notably the
Soviet Union, the United States and China) ... which had impacts
and implications for RVN at that time, as well as for Vietnam in
the current international context, remain to be studied in the times
to come.
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