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I1. Contribution

This research has three major contributions. Firstly, it considers the association of peer
interaction and language learning in the EFL context of speaking tasks from the lens of Sociocultural
Theory. The findings add to a growing body of literature widening Sociocultural Theory’s perspectives
the claims that knowledge co-construction and language learning may occur in peer interaction within
the pairs with quite similar language proficiency in speaking learning contexts while Sociocultural
Theory emphasises the cognitive development of less capable learners with the assistance of more
capable others in zone of proximal development. Therefore, the study contributes new perspectives on
how peer interaction can be used to assist the enhancement of learners’ use of language and co-
construction of knowledge, as well as practice of such skills as communication, collaboration and
negotiation.

Second, the study contributes to enhance the understanding of pair work for language
development especially in EFL contexts where EFL learners have few chances to practice the target
language outside classrooms. Theoretically, pair work has been emphasised to provide a good
opportunity for EFL learners to be exposed to the language and to enhance their fluency (Phil &
Iwashita, 2013). Realistically, EFL students in the current the study interacting with their peers in pair
work of completing speaking tasks can also consolidate some knowledge they already developed,
practice the target language they learn from their partners, experiment current linguistic knowledge and
co-constructing new knowledge.

Finally, the study finds that not all types of peer interaction facilitate language learning equally
and then highlights the role of peer interaction type in a learning context (Storch, 2002) of EFL like
Vietnam. Moreover, the study confirms the understanding that the types of tasks play an important role
in creating the types of talk and interaction patterns as well as the combination of these types and patterns
within the pairs and across the tasks. Additionally, the study asserts that the active engagement of EFL
students in peer interaction benefits language learning because in this case it is likely for them to shift
to other interaction patterns more conducive to language development.
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Il. Nhirng dong gop méi caa luan an

Lu4n 4n nay c6 3 dong gop chinh. Dau tién, luan an nghién ctru mdi quan hé giita twong tac cip
db6i véi viéc hoc ngoai ngir trong mdi trudng ndi tiéng Anh tir goc nhin caa khung ly thuyét Vian hoa xa
hoi. Két qua caa nghién ciru gop phan vao co s& 1y luan cua ly thuyét Vin hoa xa hoi vé viéc cling xay
dung kién thirc va hoc ngoai ngit ¢6 thé thuc hién trong qua trinh tuong tac cap doi giita ngudi hoc ¢6
trinh d¢ ngoai ngir tuong dwong mac du thuyét Van héa xa hoi nhan manh viéc phat trién kién thirc cua
ngudi hoc ¢6 trinh do thip hon véi sy giup d ciia ngudi hoc ¢6 trinh d6 cao hon trong Vung phat trién
gan. Vi vay, nghién ctiru ndy gép phan mo rong quan diém vé cach ma twong tac cip doi duoc ding dé
hd tro ting cudng Viéc sir dung ngoai ngit va ciing xay dung kién thire ciing nhu cac ky ning giao tiép,
hop téc va thuyét phuc.

Thir hai, nghién ctru g6p phan tang hiéu biét vé hoat dong lam cap ddi vai viéc phat trién ngon
ngit dic biét 1a trong méi truong ngudi hoc tiéng Anh nhu ngoai ngit ¢ it diéu kién luyén tap ngdn ngit
muc tiéu bén ngoai 16p hoc. V& mat Iy thuyét, hoat dong 1am cip duoc nhan manh viéc tao co hoi cho
ngudi hoc ngoai ngit dwoc tiép xdc voi ngdn ngir muc tiéu va ting kha ning lwu loat (Phil & Iwashita,
2013). Thuyc té, ngudi hoc tiéng Anh nhu ngoai ngir trong nghién ctru nay tuong tac véi ban minh khi
lam viéc theo cip dé hoan thanh cac bai luyén néi cd thé cung cb duoc kién thirc sin c6, luyén tap ngon
ngit muc tiéu ma ho hoc dugc tir ban, thir nghiém kién thirc ngdn ngir vira hoc va ciing xay dung kién
thirc méi.

Cudbi cuing, nghién ciru cho thdy khdng phai tat ca cac loai twong tac cap doi déu hd tro viéc hoc
ngoai ngit nhu nhau va nhan manh vai tro cua loai hinh twong tac (Storch, 2002) trong moéi truong hoc
ngoai ngir nhu & Viét Nam. Hon nita, nghién ciru khang dinh cac loai bai tap dong vai trd quan trong
trong viéc tao ra c4c loai hinh noi va tuong tac khac nhau ciing nhu sy két hop cua cac loai hinh néi va
tuong tac trong cac cip doi ¢ ting loai bai tap. Thém vao d6, nghién ctru ciing khang dinh viéc ngudi
hoc tham gia tich cuc trong twong tac theo cap c6 loi trong viéc hoc ngoai ngir vi didu nay c6 kha ning
gilp cho ho c6 thé chuyén sang loai hinh tuong tac c6 loi cho viéc phat trién ngdn ngir hon.
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