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1
MO PAU

1. Ly do chon dé tai

Ra doi va duoc toi luyén, thir thach trong cudc ddu tranh gianh va
bao vé doc lap dan tdc, quan hé Lao - Viét Nam vén dugc cac thé hé
lanh dao va nhan dan hai nuéc bdi dép da tro thanh mdi quan hé hitu
nghi, doan két dic biét.

Nim 1986, ca hai nuéc bat dau thuc hién cong cudc ddi méi, cung
véi viée mé rong bang giao, tich cuc hgi nhap quéc té va khu vuc, quan
hé Lao - Viét Nam budc vao giai doan moi. Pay ciing 1a giai doan ma
Quan hé quéc té tai Dbong Nam A duoc cai thién rd rét, tinh trang phan
cuc cham dut, ASEAN dugc mo rong, ting cudng hop tac nodi khdi va
ngoai khdi. Khu vue Dong Nam A, nhét 1a Lao va Viét Nam véi nhiing
thanh tyu ciia cong cudce déi méi va mé cira kinh té, 13 diém dén cua cac
ddi tac kinh té 16n va cling 1a muc ti€éu tham nhap cia céc thé luc nude
16n v6i nhing toan tinh riéng ctia ho. Cac nhan té méi xuét hién nhu su
trdi day cta Trung Quéc; su diéu chinh chién luge ddi ngoai cua cac
nude c6 loi ich gan lién voi khu vie Dong Nam A d va dang 13 nhiing
nhan t6 tac dong khong nho dén sy phat trién cling nhu quan hé qudc té
tai khu vuec.

Tuy ca hai nudc da cai thién va mo rong dang ké cac mdi quan hé
quéc té, tich cuc hoi nhap qudc té va khu vuc, nang cao dang ké vi thé
qudc té ciia minh, quan hé giira hai nuéc van duge ca Lao va Viét Nam
xéac dinh 13 “quan hé déic biét”; nhét tri nang mdi quan hé hai nude 1én
thanh quan hé “hitu nghi vi dai”. Thuc té cho théy, quan h¢ Lao - Viét
Nam tUr sau nim 1986 van tiép tuc duoc déy manh va mo rong trén tat
ca cac linh vuc, trén tat ca cac kénh Pang, Nha nudc va Nhan dan, tur
trung wong dén dia phuong.

Trong nhiing thap nién gan day, Lao dang thu huat sy quan tdm cua
cac d6i tac bén ngoai, nhat 13 cac nude lang giéng cé tiém luc kinh té
nhu Trung Quéc, Théi Lan... Tir gbc do trén, mac du dé tai quan h¢ Lao
- Viét Nam (1986-2016) khong hoan toan 1a dé tai médi, nhung nghién
ctru toan dién, c6 hé théng, nhan dién dﬁy da nhitng tac nhan thac déy
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cling nhu de doa, can tré moi quan hé giita hai nude, clng véi tam quan
trong cuia viéc duy tri, phat trién quan hé véi qudc gia lang giéng “moi
ho rang lanh” 12 mot van dé c6 ¥ nghia 1y luan va thuc tién cao, gop
phﬁn lam co s¢ cho viéc hoach dinh chinh sach thich hop dé duy tri,
phat trién quan hé giira hai nuéc trong giai doan moi.

V6i ¥ nghia trén, chung t6i chon van dé& “Quan hé Lao - Viét Nam
(1986-2016)” 1am lun an tién si, nganh Lich st Thé gi6i.

2. Muc tiéu va nhiém vu cia luin an

- Muc tiéu: Trén co sé tai hién chan thuc, khach quan va cé hé
thng, luan an 1am rd sy van dong, dic diém, ban chat va tac dong cua
quan h¢ Lao - Viét Nam trén cidc mat khéac nhau, cd song phuong va da
phuong giai doan 1986 - 2016 trong bdi canh qudc té, khu vuc va tinh
hinh mdi nudc co nhitng thay ddi cin ban.

- Nhiém vu: (1) Phan tich, 1am rd co s¢ va nhiing nhan t6 tac dong
dén moi quan h¢; luan giai nhitng nhan td lam nén quan hé hiru nghi dac
biét, hop tac toan dién Lao - Viét Nam; (2) Hé thong hoa tién trinh quan
hé gitta hai nudce trén cac linh vuc chinh tri, ngoai giao; quéc phong, an
ninh; kinh té va mot sd linh vuc quan trong khac; (3) Panh gia nhiing
thanh tuu ndi bat, nhitng khé khan, han ché, bat cap trong quan h¢ va
nhiing tac dong ctia n6 dén tinh hinh cia mdi nude va khu vyc.

3. Poi twgng va pham vi nghién ciru

3.1. Poi twong nghién ciru clia ludn an 13 qué trinh phat trién quan
hé Lao - Viét Nam trén cac linh vuc tir nam 1986 dén nim 2016.

3.2. Pham vi nghién curu:

- V& khong gian: Nghién ctru cic linh vuc quan hé cua Lao voi
Viét Nam trén cac linh vuc chinh tri ngoai giao, qudc phong an ninh,
kinh té va mot sd linh vuc khac.

- Vé thoi gian: Nghién ctru, 1am rd quan hé Lao - Viét Nam tir
nam 1986 dén nam 2016. Tuy nhién, quan hé gitra Lao - Viét Nam giai
doan trudc ndm 1986 ciing duogc dé cip trong luan an dé gilp hiéu rd
hon coi nguén cling nhu tién dé cua quan hé dac biét Lao - Viét Nam.

- V& noi dung: Luan an tap trung 1am rd dién trinh cta quan hé
Lao - Viét Nam (1986-2016) trén cac linh vuc chu yéu. Quan hé giita
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hai nudc duoc dé cap trén cac kénh song phuong va da phuong, su hop
tac va tuong tac cua hai nudc trén cac to chirc va dién dan khu vuc va
quéc té. Ngoai ra, luan an ciing nghién ctru quan hé giita céc tinh bién
gidi hai nuée dé thdy duge dic thu cia mdi quan hé giira hai qubc gia
€6 duong bién gidi dai hon 2.337 km.

4. Cac nguon tai li¢u

- Ngudn tu liéu gbe: Cac van kién lién quan dén quan hé ddi ngoai
hai Pang, hai Nha nudc; cac Hiép dinh, ban Tuyén bd chung, Thoa
thudn thu, Nghi dinh thu, bién ban ghi nhé va hop tac gitta hai Chinh
pht; cac bdo cdo, bién ban, téng két theo dinh ky; cac tai licu théng ké
cua céc bg, ban, nganh lién quan; céc co s¢ dir 1iéu cua mot sb co quan,
t6 chirc qudc té duoc cong bd trén cac trang thong tin dién tir chinh
thire.

- Ngudn tu liéu thir cdp: Ké thira thanh qua nghién ctru cua céc
hoc gia di trude cong bd trong cc sach chuyén khao, cic bai bio cong
b trén céc tap chi chuyén nganh, cc tham luan tai cac hoi thao khoa
hoc, mot sb luédn an tién si, ludn van chuyén nganh va mdt s6 bai nghién
cuu, binh luan chinh tri - thoi sy quéc té khai thac trén cac website.

5. Phuwong phap luin va phwong phap nghién ciru

- Luédn &n duoc thyc hién trén co sd 1y luan cia chu nghia duy vat
bién ching va duy vat lich sir, quan diém chii nghia Marx - Lenin, tu
tuong HO Chi Minh va quan diém, chu truong ctia Pang Cong san Viét
Nam vé quan hé htru nghi dac biét va hop tac toan dién gitra hai nudc.

- Hai phuong phap chu dao ctia nghién ctru lich str 1a phuong phap
lich sir va phwong phap logic dugc ap dung xuyén sudt trong thyc hién
dé tai két hop véi cac phuong phap nghién ctiru chuyén nganh va lién
nganh khac.

6. Pong gop cia luan an

- Vé mat khoa hoc: La cong trinh nghién ctru kha hé théng va toan
dién, luan an 1am rd tién trinh quan hé trén cac linh vuc chu yéu trong
30 nam Poi mai (1986-2016) tir goc do sir hoc. Tir két qua nghién ciu,
ludn an dua ra nhitng nhan xét vé thanh tuu, han ché, tinh chat, dic
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diém cua mdi quan hé va tic dong cua mdi quan hé dén sy phat trién
ctia mdi nuéde va khu vuc.

- Vé mdt thuc tién: Luén 4n 13 tai lidu can thiét cho giang day, hoc
tap va nghién ctru. Pong thoi gop phan cung cép céi nhin khach quan,
khoa hoc, tor géc do sur hoc vé quan hé Lao - Viét Nam ma cac nha
hoach dinh chinh sach Viét Nam c6 thé tham khao trong xay dung
chinh sach ddi ngoai néi chung, dé ra nhitng ddi sach phu hop, kip thoi
trong quan hé véi Lao; dong gop thém nhing co so 1y ludn cho viée ddi
moi quan hé Lao - Viét Nam trong bdi canh hai nudc dang ting cuong
héi nhap khu vuc va quéc té.

7. B6 cuc ciia luéin an

Ngoai phan m& dau, két luan, danh muc tai liéu tham khao va phu
luc, ndi dung chinh cua luén an g@)m c6 4 chuong nhu sau:

Chuwong 1. Tong quan tinh hinh nghién ciu quan hé Lao - Viét
Nam (1986-2016)

Chuong 2. Cé 56 va nhan t6 tac dong dén quan hé Lao - Viét Nam
(1986-2016)

Chwong 3. Quan hé Lao - Viét Nam trén cdc linh vuc chii yéu
(1986-2016)

Chuong 4. Mot $6 nhdn xét, danh gia vé quan hé Lao - Viét Nam
(1986-2016)
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NOI DUNG

Chuong 1: TONG QUAN TINH HINH NGHIEN CUU QUAN HE
LAO - VIET NAM (1986-2016)
1.1. Tinh hinh nghién ciru é trong nuée

Trén co s& cac nguodn tai liu, ching t6i chia thanh cac nhém chu yéu
Sau.

Nhém thie nhat: Nhitng cong trinh, bdi viét mang tinh dinh huéng
phat trién quan hé Ldo - Viét Nam. Trong cac nghién ctru ciia cac nha
lanh dao Pang, Nha nudc, mdi quan hé giita hai nuée duge khang dinh 1a
tai san quy gia. Lanh dao hai nudc da chi dao cac co quan chirc nang bién
soan cong trinh “Lich str quan hé dac biét Viét Nam - Lao, Lao - Viét Nam
(1930-2007)”; Ban Tuyén gido Trung wong c6 cdng trinh “Quan hé dac
biét Viét Nam - Lao (1930- 2017)” Céc cong trinh trén phan anh quan hé
gitta hai nudc ké tir khi ky két Hiép udc Hiru nghl va hop tac (1977); dong
thoi ciing thé hién quan diém, nhin nhan chinh thdng ciia hai nudc vé mdi
quan hé dac biét Lao - Vi¢t Nam.

Nhom thir hai: Nhitng céng trinh nghién ciru tong thé quan hé Lao
- Viét Nam. Chu yéu 1a cac nghién ctru vé sy hinh thanh va phat trién cua
mbi quan h¢ Viét Nam - Lao, tir quan h¢ doan két chién dau dén quan h¢
hiru nghi dac biét, hop tac toan dién mang tinh chién luge cach mang, nhu
la quy luat tat yéu, khach quan nhu “Quan hé dic biét Viét - Lao” (Vi
Duong Huan, chu bién, 2003); “Phat trién quan hé hop tac Viét Nam -
Lao trong bdi canh mai” (Nguyén Duy Diing, 2012), “Quan hé dic biét
hop tac toan dién Viét Nam - Lao trong giai doan 1954-2017” (L€ Pinh
Chinh, 2017)...

Nhém thir ba: Nghién ciru quan hé trén cac linh vuc cu thé. Tiéu
biéu ¢6 “55 nam quan h¢ hiru nghi dic biét, hop tac toan dién Viét Nam
- Lao” (Nguyén Xuan Thing, 2017); “Quan hé dic biét va hop tac toan
dién Viét Nam - Lao la yéu cau khach quan va 1a nhan t6 dam bao thang
loi ciia cach mang mdi nuéc” (Nguyén Tién Ngoc, 2007); “Nhin lai 55
nam quan hé chinh tri - ngoai giao Viét Nam - Lao (1962-2017)”
(Truong Duy Hoa, 2017); “Quan hé hop tac toan dién Viét Nam - Lao
giai doan 2011-2017” (Nguyén Hao Hung, 2017); “Nhimg nhan t§ chi
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phéi quan hé dac bi¢t Lao - Viét Nam tir nam 1986-2011” (Nhotkhamani
Souphanouvong, 2016); “Hop tac kinh té Viét Nam - Lao: Thuc trang va
dinh hudng téi nim 2020” (Nguyén Quang Hiép, 2012); “Quan hé kinh té
Viét Nam - Lao trong nhiing nim gan day” (Nguyén Thuong Huyén,
2019); “Hop tac Viét Nam - Lao trong linh vuc gido duc - dao tao, van
hoa - nghé thuat” (B4 Thi Thao, 2012), “Quan hé hiru nghi va hop tac
nhan dan Viét Nam - Lao” (Tran Trong Khanh, 2007)...

Nhom thir te: Cdc cong trinh nghién civu vé quan hé giita ba nudc
trén ban dao Pong Duwong co de cdp quan hé Lao - Viét Nam. Tiéu biéu c6
“Tam giac phat trién Viét Nam - Lao - Campuchia: Tir 1y luan dén thyc
tién” (Nguyén Duy Diing, chii bién, 2010); “Tam giac phat trién” trong
khong gian hoi nhap ba nudc Viét Nam - Lao - Cam-pu-chia” (Nguyén
Thi Thanh Van, 2016); “Déy manh hoat dong dau tu vao khu vuc tam
giac phat trién Campuchia, Lao, Viét Nam” (Nguyén Pinh Hién, 2013);
“Hop tac Viét Nam - Lao - Campuchia nham giai quyét cac van dé an
ninh phi truyén thong trong diéu kién hoi nhap” (Lé Quang Manh,
2016), “Hop tac van hoa xa hoi gitta Lao - Viét Nam - Campuchia”
(Sompheng Xaynhavong, 2019)... chi ra rang, ba nudc c6 nhitng diém
chung, tao nén tang viing chic cho méi quan h¢, nd khong chi gitip ba
nude doan két danh thing ké thi chung ma con tao 1ap vi thé dé cing vuon
1én phat trién trong giai doan hién nay.

1.2. Tinh hinh nghién ciru ¢ ngoai nuéc

Nhom thir nhdt: Céc céng trinh tong két, danh gid vé tinh hinh
phat trién kinh té, xd héi, hoat dong doi ngoai va quan hé quéc té ciia
Lao va quan hé Lao - Viét Nam. Tai Lao, cac cong trinh ctia cac co quan
Pang va Nha nudc Lao 6 “Phat trién Kinh té - x& hoi Lao (1975-2000)”
(B6 Ngoai giao, 2001); “Tong két cong tic ddi ngoai tir nam 1995-
2008” (Ban Déi ngoai Trung wong, 2009); “Sy phat trién Kinh té - Xa
hoi trong giai doan 40 nam cua CHDCND Lao giai doan 1975-2015”
(Bo Ké& hoach va Pau tu, 2015); “Thanh tyu 25 nam hop tac giita Cong
hoa Dan chu Nhan dan Lao va Cong hoa Xa hoi chu nghia Viét Nam
(1975-2000)” (Thong tan xa Pathet Lao, 2000); “Hop tac Lao - Viét
Nam vi phat trién” (Bo Cong thuong, 2009); “Tién d& quan hé hop tac
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trén linh vuc an ninh - qudc phong gitra Lao va Viét Nam” (Bé Quéc
phong, 2007), “Téng két ngan thanh qua vé hop tac kinh té, vin hoa,
khoa hoc - ky thuat gitra Lao - Viét Nam trong 30 nam qua (18/7/1997 -
18/7/2007)” (Phan ban hgp tac Lao - Viét Nam, 2007)... Cac cong trinh
trén dua ra nhitng danh gia thé hién quan diém, nhin nhan cta Lao vé mbi
quan hé véi Viét Nam, cho thiy phia Lao ghi nhan va danh gia cao su
can thiét ciing nhu tinh hiéu qua cua quan hé hop tic voi Viét Nam dbi
v6i su nghiép xdy dung va phat trién dat nudc cia Lao. Co thé coi do 1a
nhitng quan diém chinh théng ctia Pang va Nha nudc Lao vé quan hé Lao
- Viét Nam.

Bén canh d6 ¢ mot sb cong trinh nghién ciou vé quan hé Lao -
Viét Nam ctia gigi nghién ciru Lao nhu “Tinh hinh hop tac kinh té, vin
hoa, khoa hoc - k¥ thuat gira CHDCND Lao va CHXHCN Viét Nam
giai doan 30 nam (1977-2007)” (Phetsamone Sorasuern, 2007); “Danh
gia thuc hién hiép dinh vé viéc hop tac kinh té, vin hoa, khoa hoc, k¥
thuat gitra Chinh phu CHDCND Lao va CHXHCN Viét Nam giai doan
1996-2000, phuwong huéng va ké hoach hop tac giai doan 2001-2005"
(Phitsanou Souvanhna, 2000), “Céc bién phap ting cuong tinh doan két
dac bi¢t va hop tac toan dién Lao - Viét Nam” (Nhotkhamani
Souphanouvong, 2015)... phan anh qua trinh phat trién quan hé giita hai
nuoc.

Ngoai ra, WB, ADB hay OECD ciing c¢6 nhirng nghién ctru
thuong nién vé tinh hinh kinh té - xa hoi, dé cap dén thuc trang kinh té,
co hoi va thach thie d6i v6i nén kinh té Lao hay nghién ciru “Laos in
2005: 30 Years of the People’s Democratic Republic” (Dean Forbes -
Cecile Culter, 2006) dé cap dén nhing thanh tyu cua Lao sau 30 nim
thanh 1ap nuéc, dé cap va danh gia quan hé dic biét Lao - Viét Nam
ngay cang that chit.

Nhom thwr hai: Nhitng cong trinh nghién cuu Lao trong quan hé
hop tac khu viee. Ti€u biéu ¢6 “Indochina Economic Reconstruction and
International Cooperation” (Tsutomu Murano, 1992); “The Special
Economic Zones of the Greater Mekong Subregion: Land Ownership
and Social Transformation” (John Walsh, 2015), “Challenges, Prospects
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and Strategies for CLMV Development: The Case of Lao PDR”,
(Leeber Leebouapao, 2008)... Nhitng mbi lién hé giita Lao v6i mot sb
quéc gia trong khu vuc, nhit 1a v6i Trung Qudc dang 1a van dé duoc
nhiéu nha nghién ctu qudc t& quan tim, nhu “Laos: The Chinese
Connection” (Martin Stuart-Fox, 2009); “Laos’ High - Speed Railway
Coming Round the Bend” (Nick Freeman, 2019), “Laos on a fast track
to a China debt trap” (David Hutt, 2018) va nhitng nghién ctru cua
chinh ngudi Trung Quéc nhu “Report on China - Laos Cooperation
Opportunities under the Belt and Road Initiative in 2018” (Xinhua Silk
Road Information Service, 2018), “China’s Economic Aid to CLMV
and It’s Economic Cooperation with Them” (Zhu Zhenming, 2010)...

Nhém thie ba: Cdc cong trinh nghién ciru triee tiép quan hé Lao -
Viét Nam. Tir sau nam 1991, cac cong trinh nghién ctru vé Lao co dé
cap dén su chuyén doi vi thé cta Lao tai khu vuc va trong quan hé véi
cac nude lang giéng, trong d6 co Viét Nam. “Laos: From Buffer State
to Crossroads?” (Vatthana Pholsena, Michael Smithies, 2006). Mot sd
binh luan vé quan hé d6i ngoai cuia Lao noi chung va quan hé gita Lao
v6i Viét Nam trong bdi canh méi, nhu “Vietnam - Laos Defense Ties in
the Headlines With Border Meeting” (Prashamth Parameswaran, 2018);
“Vietnam’s Sole Military Ally” (Khang Vu, 2020); “Laos: China’s
«Pivot State» in Mainland ASEAN” (Par Andrew Korybko, 2015);
“China’s Influence Steadily Grows in Laos, Weathering Political
Change” (Michael Hart, 2017) hay “Same - Same but Different”: Laos
and Cambodia’s Political Embrace of China” (Edgar Pang, 2017)... Vi
cai nhin khach quan, cac quan sat, nhin nhan, danh gia nhin chung cho
thdy, quan hé cta Lao ddi véi Viét Nam hién nay khong con 1a mdi
quan hé duy nhét ciia Lao. Cac nhan té khac nhu Thai Lan do c¢6 su
tuong dong vé van hoa, hay nhu Trung Qudc v6i nhirg tham vong cua
ho dang “chen chan” va cé diu hiéu “lan san” quan hé ddi ngoai cua
Lao; tuy nhién nhu nhan dinh cua nhiéu nha nghién ctru, cd Thai Lan
1an Trung Qudc van chua gianh duoc thir tu wu tién cao trong nén chinh
tri cua Lao.
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1.3. Nhan xét vé tinh hinh nghién ciru va vin dé dit ra cho luin an

Thir nhdt, quan hé Lao - Viét Nam dugc cac co quan Pang va Nha
nude hai nude co nhitng tong két mang tinh nghién ctru, dua ra nhimg
nhén dinh, danh gia, thé hién quan diém cua lanh dao hai nudc vé quan hé
dac biét Lao - Viét Nam.

Thit hai, cac cong trinh nghién ciru trong nude tuong ddi phong
phu, da dang, dé cip nhitng thanh twu, han ché, bai hoc kinh nghiém
trong quan h¢ hgp tac gitta gitra hai Pang, hai Chinh phu va Nhan dan
hai nudc; gitra cac nganh, cac Iinh vuc & mdt $6 giai doan cu thé. Tuy
nhién, chii yéu 1a phuc vu cong tic tuyén truyén, mdi quan hé Lao -
Viét Nam trong 30 nam DPdi méi thue té chua duoge tap trung nghién
ctru mot cach co hé théng dudi goc do st hoc

Thir ba, & Lao, tuy cling xac dinh quan hé Lao - Viét Nam 1a quan h¢
dic biét, nhung chua thdy c6 nhiig cong trinh nghién ctru mot cach day
du, cong phu, tir goc do str hoc, nhét 1a trong 30 ndm Ddi moi. Nghién ctru
vé quan hé Lo - Viét Nam chu yéu 1a ctia cac tac gid, cac hoc vién sau dai
hoc dugc ctr di nghién ctru, dao tao tai Viét Nam, thuc hién & Viét Nam, vi
vdy, tinh khach quan cta cac luan diém ma céc tic gia dua ra ciing c6
nhiing han ché nhét dinh.

Thir tu, & ngoai nudce, quan hé Lao - Viét Nam dugc dé cap dén chu
yéu 1a ¢ giai doan trudc nam 1986; tir sau nam 1986 cd qua it cong trinh
nghién clru truc tiép van dé ma chi dé cap dén vi tri, vai trd ciia Viét Nam
hodc so sanh nhan t6 Viét Nam véi cac nhan td khac trong nén chinh tri
Lao.

Nhin chung, tuy di c6 mot s6 nghién ctru, nhung chua c6 mot cong
trinh nghién ctru quan hé Lao - Viét Nam (1986-2016) mot cach hé théng,
toan di¢én voi tu cach 1 mot cong trinh doc 14p voi nhiing luén gidi, nhin
nhan tir goc d6 st hoc. Trong cac nghién ctru di cong bd, da sd cac nha
nghién ctru thién veé quan hé quéc té hodc dia chinh tri. Mic du vay, day la
ngudn tai liéu tham khao quy, gip ching tdi xay dung ¥ tudng, ndi dung
va lwa chon phuong phap nghién ctiru mot cach co hé thng. Cac ngudn tai
liéu trén 13 co s& quan trong cho viéc hoan thanh dé tai luan an “Quan hé
Lao - Viét Nam (1986-2016)” duédi goc do khoa hoc lich str.
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V6i tu cach 1a mot cong trinh doc 1ap, ludn an s& giai quyét cac van
dé dat ra nhu quan hé dic biét Lao - Viét Nam da dién ra nhu thé nao trong
giai doan 1986-2016? Co s¢ cua tinh chét dic biét cua quan hé Lao - Viét
Nam trong bdi canh hién nay 14 gi khi rd rang Lao dang 1a dbi tugng “ve
van” ctia nhimg thé luc bén ngoai? Pic diém va tinh chat cia mdi quan hé
dic biét Lao - Viét Nam va tAm quan trong cua mbi quan hé nay dbi voi
moi nudc hién tai va trong tuong lai?

Trong giai doan mdi, v6i nhitng bién doi cia tinh hinh qudc té, khu
vuc, trude nhimg tac dong manh mé cua cac nhéan t6 bén ngoai va nhing
chuyén bién noi tai ctia mdi nude doi hoi can c¢6 sy danh gia khach quan,
chan thuc vé qua trinh duy tri va phat trién méi quan h¢ dac biét trong 30
nam hai nudc thyc hién cong cude do6i moi, tir d6 xay dung cac chinh sach
hop tac phi hop trong tuong lai. Pay 14 van d& 16n, quan trong, doi hoi can
¢ su nghién ctru nghiém tdc, cong phu.

Chuong 2: CO SO VA NHAN TO TAC PONG PEN QUAN HE
LAO - VIET NAM (1986 - 2016)

2.1. Co s6 quan hé Lao - Viét Nam

Quan h¢ Lao - Viét Nam (1986-2016) phat trién trén co sé gan giii
vé dia 1y, van hoa; chia sé than phan lich sir déu 1a thudc dia cta thuc dan
Phap va gin két véi nhau trong cudc dau tranh gianh doc 1ap dan toc dudi
su lanh dao cua Pang Cong san Dong Duong; 10i trong Lién minh chién
dau chong xam lugc; doan két chién dau chdng can thiép My, giai phong
dat nude; hd tro va gitp d& nhau trong cong cude khoi phuc va phat trién
dat nudc sau chién tranh. Nhu véy, truéc khi hai nudc tién hanh cong
cudc d6i moi, quan hé giira hai nudc di duoc phat trién twong ddi toan
dién trén tat ca cac linh vuc, dat nén mong phép 1y cho sy phat trién ctia
quan hé giira hai nudc trong giai doan tiép theo.
2.2. Nhin t6 tac dong dén quan hé Lao - Viét Nam

2.2.1. Nhdn té bén trong: Chinh sach d6i ngoai ndi bat va xuyén
sudt ciia Lao d6i v6i Viét Nam va nguoce lai 13 tiép tuc cing cd, ting
cudng, quyét tm giit gin va phat huy quan hé dic biét Lao - Viét Nam
nhu 13 tai san vo gia cua hai dan toc; coi d6 1a quy luat sdng con, quy
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luat phat trién va 1a nhan t6 dam bao su thing loi cia su nghiép xay
dung va bao vé T6 qudc cua mdi nuwde. Su phat trién cta quan hé Lao -
Viét Nam chiu sy tac dong ctia sy tuong dé)ng vé hé tu tudng, muc ti€u
qudc gia va loi ich quéc gia dan tdc cta hai nude. Mt khac, thanh cong
clia cong cudc déi moi cua hai nuée 13 nhitng nhan t6 bén trong tac
dong tich cuc trén tit ca cac linh vuc; giup cho quan hé hai nudc tiép
tuc duoc cung cb bat chap su chi phdi ctia nhitng nhan t6 bén ngoai.
2.2.1. Nhan té bén ngoai: Sy chuyén bién tich cyc cua tinh hinh
khu vuc va qudc té, nhit 1 vai trd cia ASEAN tré thanh nhan té c6 tac
dong tich cuc, tao diéu kién thuan loi cho quan hé Lao - Viét Nam phét
trién. Nhan t6 Thai Lan duoc danh gid 1a ¢6 nhiéu loi thé trong quan hé voi
L 4o, trong d6 su phat trién manh m& quan hé kinh té Lao - Thai Lan mot
mit di vuot quan hé kinh té Lao - Viét Nam, nhung mat khac c6 tac dong
dén su tang truong quan hé kinh té Lao - Viét Nam. Trong khi d6, Trung
Quéc da va dang boc 16 15 v d6 16i kéo Lao vao quy dao anh huong cua
minh, cho thay 13 nhan t6 de doa va canh tranh anh hudng quyét liét véi
Viét Nam tai Lao. Tuy nhién, du c6 gy nén nhirng quan ngai I6n cho quan
hé Lao - Viét Nam, nhan té Trung Qudc cho thiy van chwa lam thay doi
dugc tinh chat dic biét caa quan hé Lao - Viét Nam; con nhan t6 Thai Lan
dang cho thay c6 nhimg tac dong tich cuc dén quan hé Lao - Viét Nam.

Chwuong 3: QUAN HE LAO - VIET NAM TREN CAC LINH VUC
CHU YEU (1986 - 2016)

3.1. Quang hé chinh tri - ngoai giao

Trén co sO su twong ddng vé ¥ thuc hé giita hai Pang cam quyén,
Lao va Viét Nam tiép tuc phat trién va ting cu’omg quan h¢ gan bo lan
nhau trong bbi canh méi. Do d6, mic du co ché quan 1y kinh té & mdi
nudc co sy thay ddi, mic du cac mbi quan hé quéc té ciia mdi bén duoc
mé rong nhung nho sy twong dong vé ¥ thirc hé va su chia sé muc tiéu
quéc gia, Lao va Viét Nam tiép tuc duy tri mdi quan hé hitu nghi, doan
két dic biét, gan bd v6i nhau trong cong cudc xdy dung va phat trién
dat nude trong bdi canh méi.

Phuong thtrc lanh dao quan hé chinh tri ngoai giao gitra hai bén
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duoc thuc hién thong qua Thoa thuin cdp cao hang nam giita hai Pang
la dic trung co ban cua mbi quan hé chinh tri ngoai giao Lao -Viét
Nam. Lanh dao hai nudc thuong xuyén gip gd, trao doi thong tin va
tham khao ¥ kién cia nhau tir c4c van dé Iy luan va thyc tién, kinh
nghiém cua cong cudc doi méi, vé phuong thirc hop tac giira hai nudc
dén cac van dé hop tac khu vuc va qudc té lién quan dén quyén loi cia
mbi nudce; thé hién rd quan diém, tng hd, hd trg nhau trong cac van dé,
dién dan khu vuc va quéc té.

Hoat dong ngoai giao nhan dan giira hai nudc duge trién khai thudng
xuyén va 1a kénh hop tac quan trong, hiéu qua, nhat 1a gita cac tinh c6
chung dudng bién gidi ciing nhu cac dia phuong két nghia khac.

3.2. Quan h¢ qudc phong - an ninh

Hop tac Lao - Viét Nam trén linh vuc quéc phong an ninh dugc
hai bén xac dinh 1a linh vuc then chdt, 1a mot trong nhimg tru cot ciia quan
hé dic biét giita hai nudc nham giit vitng moi trudng 6n dinh dé phat trién
& mdi nudc; tiép tuc phdi hop trién khai tot cac hiép dinh, thoa thuan vé
bién gidi; ngan chan va xir 1y kip thoi cac hanh dong xam pham bién gidi,
xdy dung dudng bién giéi hoa binh, hitu nghi; phdi hop du tranh phong,
chdng cac loai toi pham xuyén bién gidi; quy tip hai cdt quan tinh
nguyén va cac chuyén gia Viét Nam hy sinh tai Lao; day manh ky két
cac thoa thuan vé qudc phong, an ninh; phdi hop chit ché va thanh cong
trong cic van dé an ninh phi truyén théng. Pay ciing 1a thanh qua cta
truyén théng hitu nghi, doan két dac biét va su hop tac toan dién, su hiéu
biét, ton trong 1an nhau giira hai dan toc, 1a quy luat cho su tdn tai va phat
trién, 1a nhan t6 bao dam thing loi ca sy nghiép xdy dung va bao vé
dat nuée cia ca Lao va Viét Nam.

3.3. Quan hé kinh té

- Nhitng théa thudn hop tdc vé kinh té duge Ky két nhu cac hiép dinh,
nghi dinh thu va cac thoa thuan hop tac quan trong. Viéc tao ra hanh lang
phép 1y cong voi nhimg thanh tyu phat trién kinh té - x4 hoi dat dugc cua
hai nu6c d tao tién dé quan trong cho quan hé kinh té phét trién. Hai bén
cling da phdi hop md 8 cip cura khiu qudc té, 7 ctra khau chinh, 18 cira
khau phy, nhiéu dudng mon, 16i md va hé thong cac cho bién gidi; thanh
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1ap 9 khu kinh té ctra khau nham tao diéu kién thuan loi cho viée thong
thuong, giao luu hang hoa gitra hai nudc thuan 1gi.

- Hop tdc trén linh vuc thuong mai dat nhidu két qua quan trong.
Kim ngach thuong mai tang tir 7,8 tri¢u USD nam 1986 1én 823,3 tri¢u
USD nim 2016, cao nhat 1a nam 2014 dat 1,286 ty USD. Tinh binh quan
trong giai doan 2011 - 2016, toc do ting truong xuat nhap khau giira hai
nuéc dat khoang 1 ty USD/nam. Tur chd bi thAm hut trong can can thuong
mai véi Viét Nam giai doan trudc nam 1990, tir sau nam 1991 can can
thuong mai chii yéu nghiéng vé phia Lo, trir nam 2016 khi Viét Nam dat
mirc thing du gan 133 triéu USD.

- Hop tac trén linh viec dau tir duge xem la mot diém mai trong quan
hé hai nude. Nhat 1a tir sau ndm 1996, nhing thanh cong cua cong cudc
d6i méi & hai nude cung vai viéc ky két Hiép dinh vé khuyén khich va béo
h¢ dau tr (nam 1996) d mo ra nhiéu co hdi cho hoat dong dau tur giita hai
nuéde. Pén nam 2016, dau tu tir Lao sang Vi¢t Nam c6 11 du an véi téng
sO von dang ky trén 98,5 triéu USD; tir Viét Nam c¢6 266 du an tri gia 5,1
ty USD. Nhiing két qua quan trong trong hop tic dau tu giita hai nudc
dd gop phan nang tim quan hé hitu nghi dic biét, hop tac toan dién Lao
- Viét Nam.

Hop tac kinh té gitta cac tinh doc bién gidi hai nude cling dat dugc
nhiing chuyén bién tich cuc, gop phan quan trong vao viée cling c6 va phat
trién moi quan hé hitu nghi truyén thong, tinh doan két dic biét va hop tac
toan dién gitta hai nude.

- Quan hé hop tdc phdt trién tiép tuc dugc duy tri. Mic du déu 1a
nhiing nudc dang phat trién, nhung hai bén ludn hd trg nhau, nhat 1a tir
phia Viét Nam, qua d6 da kip thoi hd tro Lao phat trién ngudn nhan luc,
phat trién ha ting, nang lugng, x6a d6i giam nghéo... va chi yéu phia Viét
Nam cép kinh phi. Ttr 1996 - 2000, Viét Nam da vién trg khoang 26,6 tri¢u
USD/nam va tir ndm 2001 dén nay, khoang tir 593 - 1.000 ty VND mdi
nim (twong dwong trén 45 triéu USD). Pay ciing chinh 1a yéu td gbp phan
lam nén tinh chat ddc biét cia mbi quan hé Lao - Viét Nam.

3.4. Quan hé van héa, giao duc - dao tao va khoa hoc - cong nghé
- Trén linh viec van hoa: Trén co s¢ céac hi€p dinh hop tic kinh té,
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van hoa, khoa hoc - ky thudt hang nam va tung giai doan, nganh van hoa
thong tin hai nudc phdi hop chit ché, trién khai cac hoat dong giao luu Van
hoa, tuan van hoa; xay dung cic cong trinh van héa; dao tao chuyén gia vé
céc linh vuc van hoa - nghé thuat; phdi hop t6 chic cac hoat dong tuyén
truyén, giao duc vé quan h¢ hitu nghi, doan két dic biét gitra hai nudc.

- Hop tdc trén linh vuee gido duc - dao tao va khoa hoc - cong nghé la
chuong trinh dugc uu tién c6 tinh chién luoc vi loi ich lau dai cua hai
nudce; duge trién khai thue hién tir trung wong dén dia phwong, chiém ty 16
sir dung von dau tu cao nhét so vai cac linh vuc khac va duoc tang lién tuc,
mé rong bang nhiéu hinh thirc khac nhau tir bd, nganh, doan thé, dia
phuong, doanh nghiép.

Bén canh ctr chuyén gia phdi hop xay dung chuong trinh giang day,
bdi dudng gido vién, hai bén con tao diéu kién tiép nhan luu hoc sinh sang
hoc tap & mdi nudc. Mdi nam, LAo tiép nhan tir 10 - 25 sinh vién Viét Nam
sang hoc tap. Viét Nam tiép nhéan du hoc sinh Léao tai hau hét cac co s&
gido duc dai hoc/cao ding. Bén canh ddo tao ngudn nhan lyc, Viét Nam
con dao tao can bd cdt can trong hé théng chinh tri cho Lao. Cac dia
phuong ctia hai nudc cling ddy manh hop tac, tinh dén thang 12-20186,
trong tong s6 14.209 truong hop dang hoc tap tai Viét Nam thi c6 5.266
ngudi thude dbi tuong hoc béng cua cac dia phuong két nghia.

Trén linh vuc khoa hoc - cong nghé, hai bén phéi hop nghién cuu
bién soan cong trinh Lich st quan hé dac bi¢t Lao - Viét Nam, Vi¢t Nam -
Lao (1930-2007); Vian hoa Lao trong bbi canh toan cau héa; Cong dong
nguoi Viét & Lao; phdi hop trién khai bién dich kinh dién Marx, Engels,
Lenin va tu tuong HS Chi Minh tir tiéng Viét sang tiéng Lao; t6 chirc cac
hoi thao, phéi hop nghién ctru kinh té, van hoa, lich st, dia ly...

3.5. Hop tac Lao - Viét Nam & cip do da phwong

Trong khuén khé ASEAN, Lao va Viét Nam da phdi hop chit ché
cung cac nudc trong khu vuc xéy dung Cong dong ASEAN, thuc day su
phat tnen chung ctia khu vuc; nd luc cung cac nuée lién quan g1a1 quyét
cac van dé nong, cac tranh chap bang bién phap hoa binh, thuc day viée
tuan thi va thyce hién cac nguyén tic co ban phu hop véi luat phap quéc té;
tich cuc thyuc hién dﬁy da DOC va xay dung COC.
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Trong khuén khé Tiéu viing song Mekong mo rong (GMS), hai nudc
da phdi hop cung cac nudc trong Tiéu ving trién khai cac co ché hop tac
tir kinh té, ha tang, du lich, dao tao dén giai quyet cac van dé an ninh phi
truyén théng va xay dung cac khudn khd phap 1y, bao vé méi trudng sinh
thai luu vue song ciing nhur thiic day cac du an chung.

Trong khuén khé TGPT Campuchia - Lao - Viét Nam, ba nuéc da
thuong xuyén duy tri cac hoat dong hop tac, nhét 1a kinh té. Vi duong
bién gioi chung dai hon 3.200 km, hop tac khu vuc TGPT 1a co ché hop
tac quan trong duy tri 6n dinh an ninh chinh tri, an toan xa hoi tai khu vuc
bién giéi ba nudc. Hop tac thuong mai va dau tu c6 budc phat trién; tai
Lao, dén nam 2016, von dau tu cua doanh nghi¢p Viét Nam dat khoang
5,1 ty USD, dimg tht 3 trong sb cac nude dau tu vao Lao.

Chuong 4: MOT SO NHAN XET, PANH GIA VE QUAN HE
LAO - VIET NAM (1986-2016)
4.1. Thanh twu va han ché trong quan hé hai nuéc

4.1.1. Thanh tyu

Thanh tieu 16n nhdt, cdn ban nhdt va quan trong nhdt la quan hé
trén linh vue chinh tri ngoai giao giita hai nuwéc trong boi canh méi
khong bi phai nhat, ma trai lai, tiéb tuc duoc duy tri va phat trién & mot
cd'p dé cao hon. Tir sau nim 1986, ca hai nuéc déu chu trong va coi
linh vuc chinh tri ngoai giao 14 linh vuc trong yéu trong quan hé gitta
hai nuéc; duoc trién khai déng bd trén ca ba kénh: Pang, Nha nudc va
Nhan dén, tir cAp trung wong dén cac dia phuong.

Thanh twu thiv hai, la sw hop tdc va phéi hop chdt ché, c6 hiéu
qua giita hai mede trong viée dam bdo én dinh chinh tri va quéc phong
an ninh ciia hai nwée. D6 1a viée thuong xuyén phdi hop, hd tro 1dn
nhau nang cao ning lyc qudc phong an ninh, dam bao tuyén bién gidi
hoa binh, 6n dinh; thuong xuyén phdi hop, hd trg nhau ning cao ning luc
qudc phong an ninh, gép phan dam bao 6n dinh va phat trién dat nudc ctua
mdi nude.

Thanh tyu thw ba, la hai nuwoc da xdy dung va dan hoan thién
hanh lang phép Iy d@é cdc co quan, t6 chirc va cd nhdn thwe hién cdc
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hoat déng quan hé kinh té giita hai nuwde phit hop véi mé hinh kinh té
thi trirong dinh hiréng XHCN. Véi da tang truong kinh té t6t, hanh lang
phap 1y dong bd va c6 su diéu chinh kip thoi, quan hé kinh té giita hai
nude cb toe do ting truéng nhanh va ngay célng viing chéc Nhiing thanh
tuu trong hop tac kinh té di va dang gop phan 1am cho méi quan hé duoc
cung cd, ngay cang hoan thién va toan dién, di vao thuc chét, vi loi ich cdt
16i ctia mdi bén.

Thanh twu thir tu, la hop tac trén linh vuc van hoa, giao duc va
dao tao, khoa hoc va cong nghé dwoc mo rong vé ca quy mo lan hinh
thirc hop tdc. S6 lugng luu hoc sinh duoc dao tao co ban, véi co cau
nganh nghé va cap hoc di cung cip cho ca hai nudc doi ngii can bd quan
ly va chuyén gia trong nhiéu linh vuc, dong gép quan trong vao su nghiép
xdy dung va bdo v¢ T quéc ctia hai nudc; 1a nhan td quan trong trong viéc
xay dyng mdi quan hé hitu nghi dic biét Lao - Viét Nam.

Thanh twu thie nam, la hop tic & quy mé, cdp dé dia phwong va
ngogqi giao nhdan dan da tro thanh hinh thuc hop tac hiéu qua. Pay
chinh 1a diém dic biét trong quan hé hai nudc, 13 yéu t6 quan trong trong
viéc duy tri, phat huy tinh than doan két, hop tac dic biét va toan dién giira
hai nudc bén vimng.

Nguyén nhan Ia do bén canh sy tuong dong vé y thirc hé cua hai
Dang cam quyén, su chia s¢ muc tiéu phat trién qudc gia, sy thau hiéu
ca nhitng thuan loi va kho khan, thach thuc ctia nhau trong bdi canh
cuing kién tri con duong xay dung CNXH trong bdi canh thoai trao ciia
phong trao cong san qudc té. Nhu vay, d6 thuc sy 1a nhu ciu hop tac dé
tao nén sirc manh phat trién dt nudc, gin bé hai nude Lao - Viét Nam
trong mbi quan h¢ doan két hitu nghi dic biét trong sudt 30 nam ké tir
sau khi ciing bat dau tién hanh cong cudc d6i méi & mdi nudc.

4.1.2. Han ché

Thit nhdt, trong quan hé con c6 su bat can xtmg nhat dinh. Quan hé
chinh tri ngoai giao, qudc phong an ninh duge duy tri, gan bé tir trude nim
1986, tiép tuc phét trién ma khong bi tic dong tiéu cuc ciia nhiing thay doi
trong bbi canh méi. Trong khi quan hé kinh té chi thuc su khéi sdc tir khi
D6i méi & mdi nude dat duoc nhitng thanh cong nhét dinh va tir chd 1a ddi



17

tac thuong mai 16n nhat thi nay da phai nhuong vi tri cho cac ddi tac khac.

Thir hai, trong quan hé kinh té cling ton tai sy mat can dbi giita dong
vén dau tu. Pau tu tir Lao sang Viét Nam ludn ¢ mirc thip so v6i dau tu
cua Vi¢t Nam sang Lao; giai doan 2001 - 2005 ¢6 6 du an, tri gia 16,1 tri¢u
USD, nam 2016 1én 11 du an, tri gia 98,5 triéu USD; trong khi cac s6 lidu
twong ung tir Viét Nam sang Lao 1a véi 19 dy an tri gid 12,9 tri¢u USD
trong nhitng ndm 1996 - 2000 va 266 du 4n nim 2016, véi tong sb von
dang ky dat 5,1 ty USD nam 2016.

Thir ba, trén linh vyc gido duc, dao tao, su mét can xung cling thé
hién ¢ viéc chi yéu la Viét Nam ddo tao cho Lao; con tir phia Lao 13 khong
dang ké. Chi tinh trong ndm hoc 2014 - 2015, phia Lao c¢6 9.259 hoc sinh
dang hoc tap tai Viét Nam; trong khi Viét Nam chi c6 428 hoc sinh dang
hoc tép tai Lao, tuc 1a cling chua br:ing s6 hoc sinh Lao cir sang hoc tap tai
Viét Nam mdi nam, tir 550 - 560 hoc sinh.

Nguyén nhan ciia su bt twong xtng trén 1a do mdi quan hé chinh
tri ngoai giao, quc phong an ninh giita hai nuéc von bat ngudn tir su
chia sé van ménh lich sir qubc gia, su twong dong vé y thirc hé cia
Pang cam quyén dan dén nhu cau hop tac chit ché gitra hai Pang, hai
Chinh pht va Nhan dan hai nuée. Trong khi dé, tiém lyc kinh té han
ché da anh hudng nhat dinh dén hiéu qua ctia quan hé giira hai nudc so
v6i cac ddi tac khac, do d6 chua thé nang quan hé kinh té ngang tam
vo1 quan hé chinh tri. Vé linh vuc gido dyc va dao tao, nguyén do cling
nam trong nhitng han ché vé ngudn luc ctia Lao so v6i Viét Nam.

4.2. Tinh chit, dic diém ciia quan hé Lao - Viét Nam (1986-2016)

4.2.1. Tinh chat

Thit nhdt la tinh ddc biét. Su gan bo thuy chung, hop téc chit ché va
sy ung ho, gitip d& 1An nhau v6 didu kién ké ca khi tinh hinh chinh trj thé
gi6i va khu vuc thay d6i can ban 1am cho quan hé Lao - Viét Nam (1986-
2016) mang tinh ddc biét. Tinh chat ddc biét khong chi gan riéng véi lich
st quan h¢ gitra hai dan tdc, g?in bd trong mat méi tinh doan két dic biét
ma con di lién v6i cdc noi ham dic biét trong tong thé quan hé giita hai
nude khong c6 trong cac mdi quan hé khac.
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Thit hai la tinh xuyén sudt, todn dién va bén viing. Lao va Viét Nam
vira 14 lang giéng, vira 12 ban bé, ddng chi. Quan hé dic biét Lao - Viét
Nam 14 nhan t6 xuyén sudt cac ching dudng, cing gin bo véi nhau, hd trg,
gitp d& nhau thuc hién cong cudc ddi moi dat nude trong khi kién dinh
con dudng di 1én CNXH. Mbi quan hé d6 van ven nguyén ké ca khi mdi
bén dumg trudc co hoi phat trién quan hé véi cac ddi tac khac; khong bi ran
nit va pha vd cho du cac thé luc thu dich dung nhiéu tht doan chéng pha,
chia r¢.

4.2.2. Déc diém

(i) Mdi quan hé chién lugc bén viing, dugc hinh thanh va phat trién
do yéu cau khach quan cua lich st ma hai nudc grfm b6 mot cach tur nhién
v6i nhau. Yéu cau khach quan d6 khong chi xuat hién trong cudc déu tranh
chdng ké thi chung ma ca trong thoi ky Poi mi.

(i) Su gin bé mat thiét gitra Lao véi Viét Nam vin ven nguyén,
khong thay doi, khong bi anh hudng trudc nhitng bién dong cua tinh hinh
chinh tri qudc té, khu vurc; khong bi ran nit va pha vo trude cac hoat dong
chdng pha, chia r&.

(i1i) Quan hé Lao - Viét Nam dugc duy tri toan dién trén ca ba kénh:
Pang, Nha nudc va Nhan dan. Trong do, dudng 16i phat trién quan hé giira
hai nuéc duge hai Pang ban bac, thoa thuén va théng nhét voi nhau.

(iv) Mic du ca hai déu 1a nhitng nudc dang phat trién, ngudn lyc cia
mdi bén con han ché, nhung van danh nhitng vu tién, wu dii cho nhau, coi
sy nghiép xay dung phat trién dit nudc clia ban nhu nhiém vu ty than cia
minh. Phuong cham “giup ban la giup minh” trong quan hé Lao - Viét
Nam thoi chién tranh dén nay van giir nguyén gié tri.

4.3. Tac dong ciia quan hé Lao - Viét Nam dén tinh hinh méi nwéc va
khu vue

4.3.1. Déi véi Lao: (i) Su hop tac kip thoi va hiéu qua caa Viét Nam
da giup Lao vuot qua nhitng thdi diém kho khan nhit dé dimg vimg va
phat trién dat nudc; tran 4p thanh cong cac ké hoach chong pha tir bén
ngoai va cac vu ndi day phan loan & bén trong. (ii) Quan hé hop tac voi
Viét Nam di giup Lao giam stc ép tir phia cac nudc lang giéng khac. DU
da va dang c6 nhiéu chinh sach 16i kéo Lao, nhung “¢ chirng murc nao do,
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Lao van lo ngai vé ¥ dé ciia Trung Quéc” Va viée phat trién quan hé toan
dién vdi Viét Nam ciling gilp Lao giam bét suc ép tir Thai Lan. (iii) Phéat
trién quan h¢ toan dién voi Viét Nam giip Lao co diéu kién chia sé kinh
nghiém d6i méi dit nude cling nhu cung ¢b vai tro lanh dao cua Pang
NDCM Lao. (iv) Quan hé hgp tac hiru nghi dac biét véi Viét Nam thuc
day qua trinh hoi nhap quéc té va nang cao vi thé ctia Lao trén truong qudc
té.

4.3.2. Doi véi Viét Nam: (i) Quan hé hop tac hitu nghi dic biét véi
Lao giap Viét Nam c6 duogc 14 chin phia Tay viing chéc bao vé an ninh, 6n
dinh dat nudc. (i) V& mit chién lugc, viée duy tri va giit vitng mbi quan hé
déc biét véi Lao 1a mot dam bao dé ngan chan cac thé lyc khéc tai khu vuc
thAm nhap va dimg chan tai Lao. (iii) Lao van con 1a mot nude co trinh do
phat trién kinh té - xa hoi con thap, do do, trong qua trinh quan hé kinh té
v6i Lao gilp Viét Nam tan dung nhiing loi thé, co hoi dé ting cudng mo
rong thi truong budn ban va dau tu & Lao. (iv) Quan hé hop tac hitu nghi
dic biét voi Lao cling gop phan nang cao vi thé ctia Viét Nam trén trudng
quéc té. Hau hét trén cac dién dan khu vuc, hai nude thuong d@)ng thuan
v6i nhau vé quan diém va c6 cung 1ap trudng dbi véi cac van dé nay sinh.

4.3.3. D6i v6i khu viee

Viéc Viét Nam roi Lao 1an luot gia nhap ASEAN d chinh thirc x6a
bd su phan cuc & Dong Nam A. V6i vi tri dia - chinh tri va tién trinh phat
trién ctia minh, hai nuéc di gop phan dura cac nhom nudec ASEAN xich lai
g?m nhau. Sy hoi nhdp manh mé tir nhiing khéc biét cia Lao va Viét Nam
trong ASEAN d4 tao nhitng chuyén bién vé chét trong hop tac khu vuec.

Bén canh vai tro doan két khu vuc, hai nude cling 1a nhan t6 thuc déy
su phat trién cia ASEAN, déng vai trd quan trong trong viéc xac dinh
chiéu hudng phat trién, dinh hudng chién lugc va cac quyét sach 16n cia
ASEAN, cic tién trinh hop tac khu viec do ASEAN khai xuéng; phdi hop
chat ché tai cac dién dan quéc té va dong vai tro quan trong trong viéc thic
day quan hé d6i ngoai ctia ASEAN.
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KET LUAN

1. Quan hé Lao - Viét Nam tir sau ndm 1986 phat trién trong bdi
canh qudc té, khu vyc va tinh hinh mdi nudc c6 nhiing thay déi co ban.
Chién tranh lanh chdm dat, sy sup dd ctia mo hinh chu nghia xa hoi
hién thuc ¢ Lién X6 va Dong Au va su tan rd cua Trat tu hai cuc Yalta
lam thay d6i cin ban tinh chét cua quan hé qudc té. Sy dbi dau y thuc
hé khong con 13 yéu t6 quyét dinh mdi quan hé giira cac qudc gia va
nhuong chd cho céc van dé kinh té, sic toc, ton gido. Trong bdi canh
chinh tri toan cdu hoa, khu vuc hoa gia ting thi tai Pong Nam A ciing
bat dau tién trinh hoa hop, hoa giai va hoi nhap. Lao va Viét Nam 14 hai
nude trong s it cac dang cong san van duy tri duge quyén lyc. Tir ndm
1986, trudc tinh hinh tri tré va yéu kém vé kinh té, ca Lao va Viét Nam
déu tién hanh va tién hanh thanh cong cong cudc cai cach, ddi moi.
Nhiing thanh tyu cta cong cudc doi moi di 1am thay doi cin ban bo mat
kinh té - x4 hoi ciing nhu nang cao déng ké vi thé qudc té cua hai nudc.
Trong bi canh trén, trén co s cua Hiép ude Hiru nghi va hop tac gitta
hai nude ky nam 1977, quan h¢ Lao - Viét Nam giai doan 1986 - 2016
phat trién dong bo trén ca ba kénh: Pang, Nha nuéc va Nhan déan, tir
cép trung wong dén dia phuwong; phat trién mot cach toan dién trén tit ca
cac linh vuc tir chinh tri ngoai giao, qudc phong an ninh dén kinh té,
van hoa gido duc va cac linh vuc khac.

Quan h¢ Lao - Viét Nam giai doan 1986 - 2016 la sy tiép nbi mbi
quan hé truyén thong gian bo 1au doi cua hai dan toc Lao va Viét Nam -
hai qudc gia lang giéng c6 chung dudng bién gidi, cing chia sé than
phan lich st trong qua khtr, dugc su 1anh dao cua hai Pang c6 chung y
thirc hé. Do d6, mdi quan hé trén vé ban chat khong thay ddi, van la
moi quan hé hop tdc hitu nghi ddc biét.

2. Quan hé trén linh vyc chinh tri ngoai giao, qudc phong an ninh
tr sau 1986 tiép tuc dugc cung cd, trd thanh hién tuong c6 mot khong
hai ctia mdi quan hé giita hai qubc gia lang giéng thoi hau Chién tranh
lanh. Trong bdi canh méi, mdi nude déu co nhiéu co hoi phat trién quan
hé véi cac qudc gia khac nhau trong va ngoai khu vue, tuy nhién mdi
bén déu danh cho nhau tht ty wu tién cao nhat trong quan hé ddi ngoai.
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Trude nhitg bién dong cua tinh hinh qudc té, khu vuc, Pang Nhan dan
Céch mang Lao va Bbang Cong san Viét Nam thuong xuyén gap g0, trao
ddi, ban bac nhirng van dé céap thiét, quan trong ddi véi su nghiép phat
trién cua mdi bén. Hai bén tiép tuc cung cb mdi quan hé, hop tac moi
mat, hd tro, gitp d& nhau thuc hién thanh cong cong cudc cai cach, ddi
moi ma ca hai nude cing tién hanh. Hai nu6c di trao d6i nhidu chuyén
tham chinh thtrc va tham lam viéc cip cao, ky két nhiéu vin ban quan
trong dit nén tang cho quan hé hai bén. Lao va Viét Nam ciing ludn tng
ho 1ap truong ciia nhau trong cac dién dan da phuong, hd tro, giup d&
nhau thyc hién cac nhiém vu qubc té ma mdi bén dam nhan. Vé quéc
phong an ninh, hai bén da hop tac, hd trg nhau trong viéc dam bao qudc
phong an ninh ciia mdi nude, phdi hop khi can thiét nham chong lai cac
thé luc thu dich chéng phé su nghiép xay dung dat nuéc & mdi nude.
Véi viéc Viét Nam c6 loi thé ctia mot nude dong dan, co luc lugng
quan doéi duoc td chuc, dao tao bai ban, Lao d3 nhan dugc su hd tro déc
lyc cia Viét Nam trong viéc xay dung va dao tao lyc lugng quan doi.
Vi¢c phan dinh cam mdc bién gidi gitra hai nudc da dugc thuc hién tich
cuc trong giai doan 1986 - 2016 va da hoan tat tao diéu kién cho viéc
bao vé chii quyén toan ven lanh thd ciia mdi nude, dong thoi ciing dam
bao sy rach rodi va binh dang ctia mbi quan hé giira hai nude.

3. Trén linh vuc kinh té, so voi trude ndm 1986, nho nhitng thanh
tuu ctia cong cudc doi méi & mdi nude, quan hé kinh té Lao - Viét Nam
phat trién ngay mot toan dién hon; quy mé va tinh chat ciing c6 nhiing
thay d6i 16n. Viéc hai nudc ky két hang loat nhimg hiép dinh hop tac
kinh té, thuong mai, dau tu khong chi timg budc hoan thién hanh lang
phap 1y 1am co sé cho cac hoat dong hop tac kinh té; ma con lam thay
ddi co ban tinh chat cia mdi quan hé kinh té so voi trude d6. Quan hé
thuong mai giita hai nudc tir sau 1986 gia ting dang ké, vé6i tong kim
ngach thuong mai tang tir 7,8 tri¢u USD nam 1986 lén dén 1,12 ty USD
nam 2015, ting hon 144 1an. Vé dau tu, dau tu cia Viét Nam vao Lao
tang tur vi tri thir 4 giai doan 2001 - 2005 1én vi tri thir 2 sau Trung
Qudc giai doan 2006 - 2010, va giam xudng vi tri thir 3 giai doan 2011 -
2015. Tuy nhién, dau tu van mang tinh mot chiéu, chu yéu tor Viét Nam
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qua Lao, con dau tu cia Lao ¢ Viét Nam khong dang ké, chu yéu cac
du 4n gop von vé6i phia Viét Nam vé giao thong van tai.

4. Quan hé hop tac trén cac linh vuc khac tiép tuc dugc tang
cuong, nhét 1a trong linh vyuc gido duc va dao tao. Ca hai bén déu co su
hd trg 13n nhau trong cong tic dao tao ngudn nhan luc. Tuy nhién, sb
lwong hoc vién ngudi Lao nhan dugce hoc bong ciia Chinh phi Viét
Nam sang hoc tai cac co s¢ gidao duc ctia Viét Nam luoén cao hon so véi
$6 luong hoc vién nguoi Viét Nam nhan hoc béng cua Lao sang hoc tap
tai cac co s¢ gido duc cua Lao. Viéc nhiéu hoc vién, sinh vién Lao tiép
tuc sang hoc tap, dao tao tai cac co s¢ gido duc Viét Nam khong chi 1a
biéu hién cua tang cuong hop tac vé giao duc dao tao, ma con la mot
yéu td dam bao cho quan hé lau dai gitra hai nudc trong tuong lai.

5. Ngoai khudn khd song phuong giira hai nuéc, quan hé Lao -
Viét Nam trén céc linh vuc con duoc thuc hién trén cap d6 da phuong
nhu trong khuon khé Hiép hoi cac qudc gia Pong Nam A, Hop tac Khu
vuc Tam giac phat trién Campuchia - L0 - Viét Nam, Tiéu ving song
Mekong mé rong. Trong khuon kho da phwong, Lao va Viét Nam vira
thuc hién tot vai trdo ctia minh, vira hd trg nhau hoan thanh cac chuong
trinh, dy &n hop tac dung tién d6 va dam bao chat lugng.

6. Tinh hinh chinh tri, an ninh khu virc di va dang dién bién phirc
tap, nhét 1a chinh sach ngoai giao day tham vong ctia mot sé nudc co
nhiing tac dong nhét dinh. Pic biét, nhiing tac dong tur ti€u cuc tur cac
nhan t6 bén trong va bén ngoai dang dit ra nhimg thach thic trong quan
hé hai nudc. Tuy nhién, trén co s nhing truyén thong gin bo cua hai
Dang, hai Chinh pht va Nhan déan hai nudc, véi tinh chat, dac diém cia
mbi quan hé, quan hé Lao - Viét Nam trong thoi gian t6i van s& phat
trién tot dep, la mbi quan hé¢ doan két dic biét; tiép tuc dugc bang,
Chinh phu, va Nhan dan hai nudc tran trong gin giit, vun dap; thong
nhit dit wu tién cao nhat I cing nang 1én mot giai doan phat trién moi,
d6 1a mbi quan hé “hiru nghi vi dai”, doan két dic biét va hop tac toan
dién; 12 mdi quan h¢ mau muc, hiém c6 trén thé gidi, 1a tai san quy bau
ctia hai nuéc, 14 quy luat phat trién cua hai nude va 1a mot trong nhiing
nhan t6 quyét dinh thang loi ciia cach mang mdi nuéc.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Reasons for choosing the topic

Born and tempered and tested in the struggle for and defence of
national independence, the Laos - Vietnam relationship, fostered by
generations of leaders and people of the two countries, has become a
friendly relationship and special solidarity.

In 1986, both countries began to carry out the renovation work,
along with the expansion of diplomatic relations and active
international and regional integration, Laos - Vietnam relations entered
a new phase. This is also a period when international relations in
Southeast Asia have improved markedly, polarization has ended,
ASEAN has been expanded, and cooperation within and outside the
bloc has been strengthened. Southeast Asia, especially Laos and
Vietnam, with the achievements of the economic reform and opening
up, is the destination of major economic partners and the target of
penetration of the major powers with their plans. New factors emerge
such as the rise of China; The adjustment of foreign strategies of
countries with interests attached to Southeast Asia have been and are
significant factors affecting the development and international relations
in the region.

Although both countries have significantly improved and expanded
their international relations, actively integrated internationally and
regionally, and significantly enhanced their international position, the
relationship between the two countries is still appreciated by Laos and
the Philippines. Vietnam identifies as “a special relationship”; agreed to
elevate the relationship between the two countries to a ‘“great
friendship” relationship. In fact, Laos-Vietnam relations since 1986
have continued to be promoted and expanded in all fields, in all
channels of the Party, State and People, from the central to local levels.

In recent decades, Laos has been attracting the attention of external
partners, especially neighbouring countries with economic potential
such as China, Thailand,... From the above perspective, although Laos -



Vietnam relations (1986-2016) is not entirely a new topic,
comprehensive and systematic research fully identifies the factors that
promote and threaten, hinder the relationship between the two
countries, along with the importance of maintaining and developing
relations with neighbouring countries “as the lips are open so are-mouth
teeth cold” is an issue of high theoretical and practical significance,
contributing as a basis for planning appropriate policies to maintain and
develop relations between the two countries in the new period.

With the above meaning, we choose the issue “Laos - Vietnam
relations (1986-2016)” as the doctoral thesis, majoring in World
History.

2. Research aim and objectives

- Aim: The thesis clarifies the movement, characteristics, nature
and impact of the Laos - Vietnam relationship on different aspects, both
bilateral and multilateral in the 1986-2016 period, in the international
and regional context and the situation of each country based on
objectively and systematically realistic reappearance, there have been
fundamental changes.

- Objectives: (1) Analyze and clarify the basis and factors affecting
the relationship; explain the factors that make up the special friendship
and comprehensive cooperation between Laos and Vietnam; (2)
Systematize the process of relations between the two countries in the
fields of politics and diplomacy; defence security; economic and some
other vital fields; (3) Evaluate the outstanding achievements,
difficulties, limitations and inadequacies in the relationship and its
impacts on the situation of each country and region.

3. The object and scope of the research

3.1. The research object of the thesis is the development of Laos -
Vietnam relations in various fields from 1986 to 2016.

3.2. Research scope:

- About space: Researching the relations between Laos and
Vietnam in the fields of political diplomacy, national defence and
security, economy and some other fields.
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- About time: Research and clarify the relationship between Laos -
Vietnam from 1986 to 2016. However, the relationship between Laos -
Vietnam in the period before 1986 is also mentioned in the thesis to
help better understand the origin and premise of that relationship.

- About the content: The thesis focuses on clarifying the progress
of the Laos - Vietnam relations (1986-2016) in the main fields.
Relations between the two countries are mentioned on bilateral and
multilateral channels, cooperation, and interaction on regional and
international organizations and forums. In addition, the thesis also
examines the relationship between the border provinces of the two
countries to see the characteristics of the relationship between the two
countries with a border length of more than 2,337 km.

4. Material sources:

- Original sources: Documents related to the external relations of
the two parties and two states; Agreements, Joint Declarations, Letter of
Agreement, Protocols, Memorandum of Understanding and
Cooperation between the two Governments; periodic reports, minutes
and summaries; statistical documents of relevant ministries,
departments and branches; databases of a number of international
agencies and organizations are published on official websites.

- Secondary sources: Inheriting research results of previous
scholars published in monographs, articles published in specialized
journals, presentations at scientific conferences, a number of doctoral
theses, specialized theses and a number of research articles, political
commentary - international news exploited on websites.

5. Research methods

- The thesis is carried out based on the theory of dialectical and
historical materialism, Marxist - Leninist viewpoints, Ho Chi Minh's
thoughts and the views and policies of the Communist Party of Vietham
on special friendship and comprehensive cooperation between the two
countries.

The two main historical research methods are the historical and
logical methods, which are applied throughout the project in



4

combination with other specialized and interdisciplinary research
methods.
6. Significance of the research

- In terms of science: As a relatively systematic and comprehensive
research work, the thesis clarifies the relationship process in major
fields during the 30 years of Reform (Doi Moi, 1986-2016) from a
historical perspective. From the research results, the thesis comments
on the achievements, limitations, nature and characteristics of the
relationship and its impact on the development of each country and
region.

- In terms of practicality: The thesis is a necessary document for
teaching, learning and research. At the same time, it contributes to
providing an objective, scientific, historical perspective on Laos -
Vietnam relations that Vietnamese policymakers can refer to in
formulating foreign policy in general, proposing appropriate and timely
countermeasures in relations with Laos; contributing more theoretical
foundations for the renewal of Laos-Vietnam relations in the context
that the two countries are strengthening regional and international
integration.

7. Dissertation layout

In addition to the introduction, conclusion, list of references and
appendices, the main content of the thesis includes four chapters as
follows:

Chapter 1. Overview of Previous researches on Laos - Vietnam
relations (1986-2016)

Chapter 2. Background and factors affecting Laos - Vietnam
relations (1986-2016)

Chapter 3. Laos - Vietnam relations in major fields (1986-2016)

Chapter 4. Some comments and assessments on Laos - Vietnam
relations (1986-2016).
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CONTENT

Chapter 1: OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH SITUATION OF LAOS -
VIETNAM RELATIONSHIP (1986-2016)
1.1. Research situation in the country

Based on material sources, we divide into the following main groups:

The first group: Works and articles that are oriented to the
development of Laos - Vietnam relations. In the studies of the Party and
the State leaders, the relationship between the two countries is confirmed
to be a valuable asset. The leaders of the two countries directed the
functional agencies to compile the work “History of special relations
between Vietnam - Laos, Laos - Vietnam (1930-2007)”; The Central
Propaganda Department has the work “Special relations between Vietnam
and Laos (1930-2017)”. The above works reflect the relationship between
the two countries since the signing of the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
(1977); At the same time, it also shows the official views of the two
countries on the special relationship between Laos and Vietnam.

The second group: The overall studies of Laos - Vietnam relations
mainly studies on the formation and development of the Vietnam-Laos
relationship, from the relationship of fighting solidarity to the special
friendship and comprehensive cooperation with revolutionary strategies,
such as: inevitable and objective laws such as “The special relationship
between Vietnam and Laos” (Vu Duong Huan, editor, 2003); “Developing
the Vietnam-Laos cooperation relationship in a new context” (Nguyen
Duy Dung, 2012), “The special relationship of comprehensive cooperation
between Vietnam and Laos in the period 1954-2017” (Le Dinh Chinh,
2017))...

The third group: Research relations on specific fields. Typically there
are “b5 years of special friendship and comprehensive cooperation
between Vietnam and Laos” (Nguyen Xuan Thang, 2017); “The special
relationship and comprehensive cooperation between Vietnam and Laos is
an objective requirement and a factor ensuring the victory of each
country’s revolution” (Nguyen Tien Ngoc, 2007); “Looking back at 55
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years of political-diplomatic relations between Vietnam and Laos (1962-
2017)” (Truong Duy Hoa, 2017); “Vietnam - Laos comprehensive
cooperation relationship 2011-2017” (Nguyen Hao Hung, 2017); “Factors
influencing the special Laos-Vietnam relationship from 1986-2011”
(Nhotkhamani Souphanouvong, 2016); “Vietnam - Laos economic
cooperation: Situation and orientation towards 2020 (Nguyen Quang
Hiep, 2012); “Vietnam - Laos economic relations in recent years” (Nguyen
Thuong Huyen, 2019); “Vietnam - Laos cooperation in the fields of
education - training, culture - art” (Do Thi Thao, 2012), “Viethnam - Laos
people-to-people friendship and cooperation” (Tran Trong Khanh, 2007)...
The fourth group: Studies on the relations between the three countries on
the Indochinese peninsula concerning the Laos - Vietnam relationship.
Typically there is “Vietnam - Laos - Cambodia Development Triangle:
From theory to practice” (Nguyen Duy Dung, editor, 2010); “Development
triangle” in the integration space of three countries Vietnam - Laos -
Cambodia” (Nguyen Thi Thanh Van, 2016); “Promoting investment
activities in the development triangle area of Cambodia and Laos,
Vietnam” (Nguyen Dinh Hien, 2013); “Vietnam - Laos - Cambodia
cooperation to solve non-traditional security issues in terms of integration”
(Le Quang Manh, 2016), “Cultural and social cooperation between Laos -
Vietnam - Cambodia” (Sompheng Xaynhavong, 2019)... pointed out that
the three countries have commonalities, creating a solid foundation for the
relationship, which not only helps the three countries unite to fight to
defeat the common enemy but also creating a position for mutual
development in the current period.
1.2. Research situation abroad

The first group: The works summarize and assess the economic and
social development situation, foreign affairs and international relations of
Laos, and the relationship between Laos and Vietnam. In Laos, the works
of Lao Party and State agencies include “Socio-economic development of
Laos (1975-2000)” (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2001); “Summarizing
foreign affairs from 1995-2008” (Central Committee for External
Relations, 2009); “Socio-Economic Development in the 40-year period of
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Lao PDR 1975-2015” (Ministry of Planning and Investment, 2015); “The
achievement of 25 years of cooperation between the Lao People's
Democratic Republic and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (1975-2000)”
(Pathet Lao News Agency, 2000); “Laos - Vietnam cooperation for
development” (Ministry of Industry and Trade, 2009); “The premise of
cooperation in the field of security and defence between Laos and
Vietnam” (Ministry of National Defense, 2007), “Short summary of
achievements in economic, cultural, scientific and technical cooperation
between Laos and Vietnam” (Ministry of National Defense, 2007), “Laos -
Vietnam in the past 30 years (July 18, 1997 - July 18, 2007)” (Laos -
Vietnam Cooperation Sub-Committee, 2007)... The above works provide
assessments revealing Lao side's view on the relationship with Vietnam
shows that the Lao side recognizes and appreciates the necessity and
effectiveness of the cooperation relationship with Vietnam for the cause of
national construction and development of Laos. These can be considered
as the official views of the Lao Party and State on Laos - Vietnam
relations. In addition, there are a number of research projects on Laos -
Vietnam relations by Lao researchers, such as “The situation of economic,
cultural, scientific and technical cooperation between Lao PDR and the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam in the period of 30 years. (1977-2007)”
(Phetsamone Sorasuern, 2007); “Evaluating the implementation of the
agreement on economic, cultural, scientific and technical cooperation
between the Government of the Lao PDR and the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam in the period 1996-2000, orientations and plans for cooperation in
the period 2001-2005” (Phitsanou Souvanhna, 2000), “Measures to
strengthen special solidarity and comprehensive cooperation between Laos
and Vietnam” (Nhotkhamani Souphanouvong, 2015)... reflect the
development of relations between the two countries.

In addition, the WB, ADB and OECD also conduct annual studies on
the socio-economic situation, referring to the economic situation,
opportunities and challenges for the Lao economy or the study “Laos in
2005: 30 Years of the People's Democratic Republic” (Dean Forbes -
Cecile Culter, 2006) which refer to the achievements of Laos after 30 years
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of its establishment, mention and evaluate the increasingly tight Laos-
Vietnam special relationship.

The second group: Lao studies in regional cooperation. For example,
“Indochina Economic Reconstruction and International Cooperation”
(Tsutomu Murano, 1992); “The Special Economic Zones of the Greater
Mekong Subregion: Land Ownership and Social Transformation” (John
Walsh, 2015), “Challenges, Prospects and Strategies for CLMV
Development: The Case of Lao PDR”, (Leeber Leebouapao, 2008)... The
relations between Laos and a number of countries in the region, especially
with China, are a matter of interest to many international researchers, such
as “Laos: The Chinese Connection” (Martin Stuart-Fox, 2009); “Laos'
High - Speed Railway Coming Round the Bend” (Nick Freeman, 2019),
“Laos on a fast track to a China debt trap” (David Hutt, 2018) and own
Chinese research such as “Report on China - Laos Cooperation
Opportunities under the Belt and Road Initiative in 2018 (Xinhua Silk
Road Information Service, 2018), “China's Economic Aid to CLMV and
It's Economic Cooperation with Them” (Zhu Zhenming, 2010)...

The third group: Direct research works on Laos - Vietnam relations.
Since 1991, studies on Laos have mentioned the transformation of Laos'
position in the region and in relations with neighboring countries,
including Vietnam. “Laos: From Buffer State to Crossroads?” (Vatthana
Pholsena, Michael Smithies, 2006). Some comments on the foreign
relations of Laos in general and the relationship between Laos and
Vietnam in the new context, such as “Vietnam - Laos Defense Ties in the
Headlines With Border Meeting” (Prashamth Parameswaran, 2018);
“Vietnam's Sole Military Ally” (Khang Vu, 2020); “Laos: China's «Pivot
State» in Mainland ASEAN” (Par Andrew Korybko, 2015); “China's
Influence Steadily Grows in Laos, Weathering Political Change” (Michael
Hart, 2017) or “Same - Same but Different”: Laos and Cambodia's
Political Embrace of China” (Edgar Pang, 2017)... Objectively speaking,
observations and evaluations generally show that Laos' relationship with
Vietnam is no longer the only relationship of Laos. Other factors such as
Thailand due to their cultural similarities or China, due to its ambitions, is



9

“squeezing in” and showing signs of “encroaching” on Laos' foreign
relations; however, as many researchers say, both Thailand and China have
yet achieved a high priority in Laos' politics

1.3. Comments on the research situation and problems posed for the
thesis

Firstly, the Laos - Vietnam relationship is supported by the Party and
State agencies of the two countries. There are research summaries,
comments, assessments, and views of the leaders of the two countries on
the special relationship between Laos and Vietnam.

Secondly, domestic research is relatively rich and diverse, mentioning
the achievements, limitations, and lessons learned in the cooperation
relationship between the two parties, the two governments and the two
peoples; between industries and fields in a number of specific periods.
However, mainly for propaganda purposes, the relationship between Laos
and Vietnam in the past 30 years of Doi Moi has not been systematically
studied from a historical perspective.

Thirdly, in Laos, although it also identifies the Laos-Vietnam
relationship as a special relationship, there have not been any
comprehensive and elaborate studies from a historical perspective,
especially in the past 30 years of Doi Moi. Research on Laos - Vietnam
relations is mainly carried out in Vietnam by authors and graduate students
who are sent to study and train in Vietnam, therefore, the objectivity of the
points that the authors make also have certain limitations.

Fourthly, abroad, Laos - Vietnam relations are mentioned mainly in
the period before 1986; since 1986, there have been few direct studies on
the issue that only mentioned the position and role of Vietnam or
compared the Vietnamese factor with other factors in Lao politics.

In general, although there have been a number of studies, there has not
been a systematic and comprehensive study of Laos - Vietnam relations
(1986-2016) as an independent work with the commentary, viewed from a
historical perspective. In the published studies, the majority of researchers
are biased towards international relations or geopolitics. However, this is a
valuable reference source, helping us to develop ideas, content and select
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research methods systematically. The above sources are an important basis
for completing the thesis topic “Laos - Vietnam relations (1986-2016)”
from the perspective of historical science. As an independent work, the
thesis will deal with issues such as how did the special relationship
between Laos and Vietnam take place in the period 1986-2016? What is
the basis of the special nature of Laos-Vietnam relations in the current
context when it is clear that Laos is the object of “courtship” by outside
forces? What are the characteristics and nature of the special Laos-
Vietnam relationship and the importance of this relationship for each
country now and in the future?

Chapter 2: BASIS AND FACTORS AFFECTING RELATIONSHIP
LAOS - VIETNAM (1986 - 2016)

2.1. Laos - Vietham Relations Foundation

Laos - Vietnam relations (1986-2016) developed based on
geographical and cultural proximity; sharing the historical status of being
French colonies and sticking together in the struggle for national
independence under the leadership of the Indochinese Communist Party;
then in the Coalition to Fight against Invasion; unite to fight against
American intervention, liberate the country; support and help each other in
the recovery and development of the country after the war. Thus, before
the two countries carried out the doi moi process, the relationship between
the two countries was relatively comprehensively developed in all fields,
laying the legal foundation for developing the relationship between the two
countries in the following phase.
2.2. Factors affecting Laos - Vietnam relations

2.2.1. Internal factors: Laos' outstanding and thorough foreign
policy towards Vietnam and vice versa is to continue consolidating,
strengthening, and is determined to preserve and promote the special
Laos-Vietnam relationship as a priceless resource property of the two
peoples; consider it the law of survival, the law of development and a
factor ensuring the victory of each country's cause of national
construction and defence. The development of Laos - Vietnam relations
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are influenced by the similarity of ideology, national goals and national
interests of the two countries. On the other hand, the success of the two
countries' doi moi is the internal factor that positively impacts all fields,
helping the two countries' relations continue to be strengthened despite
the influence of external factors.

2.2.1. External factors: The positive change of the regional and
international situation, especially the role of ASEAN, has become a factor
that has a positive impact, creating favourable conditions for the
development of Laos - Vietnam relations. The Thai factor is considered to
have many advantages in relations with Laos, in which the strong
development of economic relations between Laos and Thailand, on the one
hand, has surpassed the economic relations between Laos and Vietnam,
but on the other hand, has an impact on the growth of economic relations
between Laos and Vietnam. Meanwhile, China has clearly shown its
intention to draw Laos into its sphere of influence, showing that it is a
threat factor and fierce competition for influence with Vietnam in Laos.
However, despite causing great concern for Laos-Vietnam relations, the
Chinese factor shows that it has not changed the special nature of Laos-
Vietnam relations, while the Thai factor is showing positive effects on
Laos - Vietnam relations.

Chapter 3: LAOS - VIETNAM RELATIONSHIP IN MAJOR
FIELDS (1986 - 2016)

3.1. Political-diplomatic relations

Based on ideological similarities between the two ruling parties,
Laos and Vietnam continue developing and strengthening their close
ties in the new context. Therefore, although each country's economic
management mechanism has changed, the international relations of
each side have been expanded, thanks to the similarity of ideology and
the sharing of national goals. Laos and Vietnam continue to maintain a
special friendship and solidarity, sticking together to cause national
construction and development in the new context.

The mode of leadership in political and diplomatic relations
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between the two sides is carried out through the annual High-Level
Agreement between the two Parties, a fundamental feature of the Laos-
Vietnam diplomatic and political relations. Leaders of the two countries
regularly meet, exchange information and consult each other from
theoretical and practical issues, the experience of the doi moi process,
on cooperation methods between the two countries to other issues in
regional and international cooperation related to the interests of each
country; clearly express their views, support each other in regional and
international issues and forums.

People-to-people diplomacy activities between the two countries
are deployed regularly and are an essential and effective cooperation
channel, especially between border provinces and sister localities.

3.2. Defence-security relations

- The two sides identify Vietnam - Laos cooperation in the field of
defence and security as a key field and one of the pillars of the special
relationship between the two countries to maintain a stable environment
for development in each country; continue to coordinate well in the
implementation of border agreements and conventions; prevent and
promptly handle acts of border encroachment, build a border of peace and
friendship; coordinate in the fight against cross-border crimes; gather the
remains of Vietnamese volunteers and experts who died in Laos; to step up
the signing of agreements on defence and security; closely and
successfully cooperate in non-traditional security issues. This is also the
fruit of the tradition of friendship, special solidarity and comprehensive
cooperation, mutual understanding and respect between the two peoples, a
rule for existence and development, and a factor to ensure the victory of
the cause of national construction and defence of both Laos and Vietnam.
3.3. Economic relations

- Economic cooperation agreements are signed, such as conventions,
protocols and important cooperation agreements. The creation of a legal
corridor together with the socio-economic development achievements of
the two countries have created an essential premise for economic relations
to develop. The two sides have also coordinated to open eight pairs of
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international border gates, seven main border gates, 18 auxiliary border
gates, many trails, openings and a system of border markets; establishing
nine border-gate economic zones in order to create favourable conditions
for trade and goods exchange between the two countries.

- Cooperation in the field of trade achieved many important results.
Trade turnover increased from 7.8 million USD in 1986 to 823.3 million
USD in 2016, the highest in 2014, reaching 1.286 billion USD. On
average, in 2011 - 2016, the growth rate of imports and exports between
the two countries reached about 1 billion USD/year. From a deficit in the
trade balance with Vietnam before 1990, since 1991, the trade balance had
mainly tilted towards Laos, except in 2016 when Vietnam achieved a
surplus of nearly 133 million USD.

- Cooperation in the field of investment is considered a new point in
the relationship between the two countries. Especially since 1996, the
success of the doi moi in the two countries, together with the signing of the
Agreement on Investment Promotion and Protection (1996), has opened up
many opportunities for investment activities between the two countries. By
2016, investment from Laos to Vietnam had 11 projects with a total
registered capital of over 98.5 million USD; From Vietnam, there are 266
projects worth 5.1 billion USD. Essential results in investment cooperation
between the two countries have contributed to elevating the special
friendship and comprehensive cooperation between Laos and Vietnam.

Economic cooperation between provinces along the border of the two
countries has also achieved positive changes, contributing to consolidating
and developing the traditional friendship, special solidarity and
comprehensive cooperation between the two countries.

- Development cooperation relationship continues to be maintained.
Although both are developing countries, the two sides always support each
other, especially from Vietnam, thereby promptly supporting Laos in
human resource development, infrastructure development, energy, hunger
eradication and poverty reduction... and mainly funded by Vietnam. From
1996 - 2000, Vietnam has given aid of about 26.6 million USD/year, and
from 2001 until now, about 593 - 1,000 billion VND per year (equivalent
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to over 45 million USD). This is also a factor contributing to the special
nature of the Laos-Vietnam relationship.

3.4. Cultural, education - training and science - technological
relations

- In the field of culture: Based on economic, cultural, scientific-
technical cooperation agreements annually and in each period, the two
countries' cultural and information sectors closely coordinate and
implement activities to promote cultural and economic cooperation,
cultural exchange, cultural week; construction of cultural works; training
experts in the fields of culture - art; coordinate in organizing propaganda
and education activities about the special friendship and solidarity between
the two countries.

- In the fields of education - training, and science - technology is
cooperation a strategic priority for the long-term interests of the two
countries; implemented from central to local levels, accounting for the
highest proportion of investment compared to other fields and
continuously increased and expanded in various forms from ministries,
branches, mass organizations, local, business. In addition to appointing
experts to coordinate developing curricula and fostering teachers, the two
sides also create favourable conditions for overseas students to study in
each country. Every year, Laos receives from 10-25 Vietnamese students
to study. Vietnam accepts Lao international students at most of the higher
education institutions/colleges. Besides training human resources, Vietnam
also trains key cadres in the political system for Laos. The localities of the
two countries also promote cooperation; as of December 2016, out of a
total of 14,209 cases studying in Vietnam, 5,266 students are eligible for
scholarships from sister localities. In the field of science - technology, the
two sides collaborated in research and compilation of the work History of
special relations between Laos - Vietnam, Vietnam - Laos (1930-2007);
Lao culture in the context of globalization; Vietnamese community in
Laos; coordinate in translating the classics of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Ho
Chi Minh's thought from Vietnamese to Lao; organizing seminars,
coordinating economic, cultural, historical, geographical research...
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3.5. Laos - Vietnam cooperation at the multilateral level

Within the ASEAN framework, Laos and Vietnam have closely
coordinated with other countries in the region to build the ASEAN
Community, promoting the joint development of the region; made efforts
together with relevant countries to resolve hot issues and disputes by
peaceful means, promote the observance and implementation of
fundamental principles following international law; actively implemented
the DOC and developed the COC.

Within the framework of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS),
the two countries have coordinated with other countries in the
Subregion to deploy cooperation mechanisms from economy,
infrastructure, tourism, training to solving non-traditional security
issues and developing legal frameworks, protecting the ecological
environment of the river basin as well as promoting joint projects.

Within the Cambodia - Laos - Vietnam DTA framework, the three
countries have regularly maintained cooperation activities, especially in
economics. With a common border of more than 3,200 km, cooperation in
the DTA is a vital mechanism to maintain political stability and social
safety in the border areas of the three countries. Trade and investment
cooperation has developed; In Laos, by 2016, the investment capital of
Vietnamese enterprises reached about 5.1 billion USD, ranking third
among countries investing in Laos.

Chapter 4: SOME COMMENTS and ASSESSMENTS ON LAOS -
VIETNAM RELATIONSHIPS (1986-2016)

4.1. Achievements and limitations in the relationship between the
two countries

4.1.1. Achievements

The most significant, most fundamental achievement is that the
political and diplomatic relations between the two countries in the new
context have not faded, but on the contrary, continued to be maintained
and developed to a higher level. Since 1986, both countries have focused
on and considered political diplomacy as an essential field in the
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relationship between the two countries; it deployed synchronously on all
three channels: Party, State and People, from central to local levels.

The second achievement is the close and effective cooperation and
coordination between the two countries to ensure political stability and
national defence and security. That is the regular coordination and mutual
assistance to improve national defence and security capacity, ensure a
peaceful and stable borderline; regularly coordinate and support each other
to improve national defence and security capabilities, contributing to
ensuring stability and national development of each country.

The third achievement is that the two countries have built and
gradually completed a legal corridor for agencies, organizations and
individuals to carry out economic activities between the two countries
following the market economic mode with socialist orientation. With
good economic growth momentum, a synchronous legal corridor and
timely adjustments, economic relations between the two countries have
grown increasingly solid. The achievements in economic cooperation
have contributed to strengthening the relationship, becoming more and
more complete and comprehensive, into the essence, for the core
interests of each party.

The fourth achievement is that the cooperation in culture,
education and training, science and technology has been expanded in
both scale and form of cooperation. The number of international
students receiving basic and methodical training, with the reasonable
structure of occupations and levels of education, has provided both
countries with managerial staff and experts in many fields, making
important contributions to the construction and defense of the
Fatherland of the two countries; is an important factor in building the
special friendship relationship between Laos and Vietnam.

The fifth achievement is that the cooperation at local level and
people-to-people diplomatic level have become an effective cooperation
form. This is a special point in the relationship between the two
countries, an important factor in maintaining and promoting the spirit of
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solidarity and sustainable, special and comprehensive cooperation
between the two countries.

The reason is besides the ideological similarities of the two ruling
parties, the sharing of national development goals, the understanding of
each other's advantages, difficulties and challenges in the context of mutual
perseverance on the road to build socialism in the context of the decline of
the international communist movement. Thus, it is really a need for
cooperation to create the strength for national development, sticking the
two countries of Laos - Vietnam in a special friendship and solidarity
relationship during the 30 years since the beginning of the renovation work
in each country.

4.1.2. Limitations

First, there is a certain asymmetry in the relationship. Political,
diplomatic, defence and security relations have been maintained and
attached since before 1986 and continued to develop without being
negatively affected by changes in the new context. Meanwhile economic
relation has only really improved since the Reform in each country,
achieved certain successes, and from being the largest trading partner, they
have now had to give way to other partners.

Second, in economic relations, there is also an imbalance between
investment capital flows. Investment from Laos to Vietnam is always low
compared to investment from Vietnam to Laos; period 2001 - 2005 has 6
projects, worth 16.1 million USD, in 2016 to 11 projects, worth 98.5
million USD; while the corresponding figures from Vietnam to Laos are
19 projects worth 12.9 million USD in the years 1996 - 2000 and 266
projects in 2016, with a total registered capital of 5.1 billion USD in 2016.

Third, in the field of education and training, the asymmetry is also
reflected in the fact that Vietnam mainly trains Laos; and from the Lao side
is not significant. Only in the 2014 - 2015 school year, Laos has 9,259
students studying in Vietnam, while Vietham has only 428 students
studying in Laos, which is not equal to the number of Lao students sent to
study in Vietnam each year, from 550 to 560 students.

The cause of the above disparity is the political, diplomatic, defence
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and security relationship between the two countries, which originates from
the sharing of national historical destiny and the ideological similarities of
the ruling Party leading to the need for close cooperation between the two
parties, the two governments and the two peoples. Meanwhile, the limited
economic potential has affected the efficiency of the relationship between
the two countries compared to other partners, so it has not been possible to
raise the economic relationship to the same level as the political one. In the
field of education and training, the reason is also in the resource limitations
of Laos compared to Vietnam.

4.2. Nature and characteristics of Laos-Vietnam relations (1986-2016)

4.2.1. Nature

The first nature is special. Faithful attachment, close cooperation and
unconditional mutual support and assistance even when the political
situation in the world and the region changed radically made Laos-
Vietnam relations (1986-2016) is special. The special nature is not only
associated with the history of relations between the two peoples, related
with a special solidarity, but also connected with special connotations in
the overall relationship between the two countries that are not present in
other relationships.

The second nature is continuation, comprehensiveness and
sustainability. Laos and Vietnam are both neighbours, friends and
comrades. The special relationship between Laos and Vietnam is a factor
throughout the journey, sticking together, supporting and helping each
other to renovate the country while being steadfast on the path to
socialism. That relationship remains intact even when each side faces the
opportunity to develop relationships with other partners, not be fractured
and broken even though hostile forces use many tricks to destroy and
divide.

4.2.2. Characteristics

(i) Sustainable strategic relationship, formed and developed by
objective requirements of history, so that the two countries are naturally
attached. That objective requirement not only appeared in the struggle
against the common enemy but also the Doi Moi period.
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(i) The close relationship between Laos and Vietnam remains
unchanged and unaffected by fluctuations in the international and regional
political situation; not be fractured and broken before breaking and divisive
activities.

(iii) Laos - Vietnam relations are comprehensively maintained on all
three channels: Party, State and People. In particular, the way to develop
relations between the two countries was discussed and agreed upon by the
two parties.

(iv) Although both are developing countries, each party's resources are
limited, they still give each other priorities and preferences, considering the
cause of building and developing the other country as a task of their own.
The motto “Helping friends is helping ourselves” in Laos-Vietnam
relations during the war remains valid.

4.3. Impact of Laos-Vietnam relations on the situation of each country
and region

4.3.1. For Laos: (i) The timely and effective cooperation of Vietnam
has helped Laos overcome the most difficult times to stand up and develop
the country; successfully suppressed counter-plans from outside and
rebellions inside. (ii) Cooperation with Vietnam has helped Laos reduce
pressure from other neighbouring countries. Although there have been
many policies to attract Laos, “to some extent, Laos is still worried about
China's intentions” and developing comprehensive relations with Vietnam
also helps Laos reduce pressure from Thailand. (iii) Developing
comprehensive relations with Vietnam helps Laos share its experience of
national renewal and strengthen the leadership role of the Lao People's
Democratic Party. (iv) The special friendly cooperation relationship with
Vietnam promotes international integration and enhances Laos' position in
the international arena.

4.3.2. For Vietnam: (i) The special friendly cooperation with Laos
helps Vietnam have a solid western shield to protect national security and
stability. (ii) Strategically, maintaining and consolidating a special
relationship with Laos is a guarantee to prevent other powers in the region
from entering and staying in Laos. (iii) Laos is still a country with a low
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level of socio-economic development; therefore, in economic relations
with Laos, it helps Vietnam take advantage of strengths and opportunities
to expand trade and investment market in Laos. (iv) The special friendly
cooperation relationship with Laos also enhances Vietnam's position in the
international arena. In most regional forums, the two countries often agree
on views and have the same stance on emerging issues.

4.3.3. As for the region, the joining of Vietnam and Laos to ASEAN
has officially removed Southeast Asia's polarisation. With their
geopolitical position and development process, the two countries have
contributed to bringing the groups of ASEAN countries closer together.
The strong integration despite the differences of Laos and Vietnam in
ASEAN has created qualitative changes in regional cooperation.

In addition to the role of regional solidarity, the two countries are also
factors promoting the development of ASEAN, playing an important role
in determining the development direction, strategic direction and major
decisions of ASEAN, regional cooperation process initiated by ASEAN;
coordinate closely at international forums and play an essential role in
promoting ASEAN's external relations.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. The Laos - Vietnam relations since 1986 have developed in the
international and regional context, and each country's situation has
undergone fundamental changes. The end of the Cold War, the collapse
of the model of realistic socialism in the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, and the disintegration of the Yalta Bipolar Order fundamentally
changed the nature of international relations. Ideological confrontation
is no longer a determining factor in relations between nations and gives
way to economic, ethnic, and religious issues. In the context of political
globalization and increasing regionalization, the process of
reconciliation, harmonization, and integration has also begun in
Southeast Asia. Laos and Vietnam are two of the few communist parties
that remain in power. Since 1986, in the face of economic stagnation
and weakness, both Laos and Vietnam have successfully conducted and
carried out reforms and reorganization. The achievements of the
Reform have fundamentally changed the socio-economic face and
significantly enhanced the two countries' international position. In the
above context, based on the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation
between the two countries signed in 1977, Laos - Vietnam relations in
the period 1986 - 2016 developed synchronously in all three channels:
Party, State and People, from central to local levels; comprehensively in
all fields from political diplomacy, national defence and security to
economy, culture, education and other fields. The Laos - Vietnam
relationship in the period 1986 - 2016 is a continuation of the long-
standing traditional relationship of the two ethnic groups of Laos and
Vietnam - two neighbouring countries sharing a border, sharing the
same historical status in the past, led by the two parties sharing the
same ideology. Therefore, the above relationship remains
fundamentally unchanged, still a special friendship and cooperation
relationship.

2. Relations in the fields of politics, diplomacy, defence and
security since 1986 have continued to be consolidated, becoming a
unique phenomenon of the relationship between the two neighbouring
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countries in the post-Cold War era. In the new context, each country has
many opportunities to develop relations with different countries inside
and outside the region, but each side gives the highest priority in
foreign relations. In the face of fluctuations in the international and
regional situation, the Lao People's Revolutionary Party and the
Communist Party of Vietnam regularly meet, exchange and discuss
urgent and vital issues for the development of each side. The two sides
continued to strengthen the relationship, cooperate in all aspects,
support and help each other to successfully carry out their countries’
reform and renovation work. The two countries have exchanged many
official visits, and high-level working visits, signed many important
documents laying the foundation for bilateral relations. Laos and
Vietnam have also always supported each other's stances in multilateral
forums, supported and helped each other in carrying out international
tasks that each side undertakes. Regarding national defence and
security, the two sides have cooperated and assisted each other in
ensuring each country's national defence and security and coordinated
when necessary to fight hostile forces against the cause of national
construction in each country. With Vietnam having the advantage of
being a densely populated country with a well-organized and well-
trained military force, Laos has received effective support from
Vietnam in building and training its military force. The border
demarcation between the two countries was actively implemented in the
period 1986 - 2016 and has been completed, creating conditions for the
protection of each country's sovereignty and territorial integrity, and at
the same time ensuring the stability of the border between the two
countries, transparency and equality of the relationship between the two
countries.

3. In the economic field, compared with before 1986, thanks to the
achievements of the Reform in each country, the economic relations
between Laos and Vietnam have developed more and more
comprehensively; the scale and nature also have significant changes.
The fact that the two countries signed a series of economic, trade and
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investment cooperation agreements gradually completed the legal
corridor as the basis for economic cooperation activities and
fundamentally changed the nature of the economic relationship
compared to the previous period. Trade relations between the two
countries since 1986 have increased significantly, with the total trade
turnover increasing from 7.8 million USD in 1986 to 1.12 billion USD
in 2015, an increase of more than 144 times. Vietnam's investment in
Laos increased from the 4th position in the 2001-2005 period to the 2nd
position, after China, in the 2006-2010 period and fell to the 3rd
position in the 2011-2015 period. However, investment is still one-way,
mainly from Vietnam to Laos, while Laos' investment in Vietnam is
insignificant, mainly in transportation projects as its contributing capital
with Vietnam.

4. Cooperation in other fields continues to be strengthened,
especially in the field of education and training. Both sides have mutual
support in human resource training. However, the number of Laotian
students receiving Vietnamese Government scholarships to study at
Vietnamese educational institutions is always higher than the number of
Vietnamese students receiving Lao scholarships to study in Lao
educational institutions. The fact that many Lao students and learners
continue to study and train at Vietnamese educational institutions is a
manifestation of strengthened cooperation in education and training and
a factor that ensures the long-term relationship between the two
countries in the future.

5. Besides the bilateral framework between the two countries,
Laos-Vietnam relations in various fields are also carried out at the
multilateral level, such as within the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and the Cambodia - Laos - Vietnam Development Triangle
Area Cooperation framework, Greater Mekong sub-region. Within the
multilateral framework, Laos and Vietnam have performed well their
roles and supported each other in completing cooperation programs and
projects on schedule and with nigh quality.
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6. The political and security situation in the region has been
complicated, especially the ambitious foreign policies of some
countries, which have had specific impacts. In particular, negative
impacts from internal and external factors pose challenges for the
relationship between the two countries. However, based on the close
traditions of the two parties, the two governments and the two peoples,
with the nature and characteristics of the relationship, the Laos -
Vietnam relationship in the coming time will still develop well. It is still
a special solidarity relationship; continue to be cherished and nurtured
by the Party, Government and people of the two countries; agreed to put
the highest priority on jointly raising a new stage of development,
which is the relationship of “great friendship”, special solidarity and
comprehensive cooperation; This is an exemplary relationship, rare in
the world, a valuable asset of the two countries, a development law of
the two countries and one of the decisive factors for the victory of each
country's revolution.
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